Volume 1 
Number 8 
January 1989 
£1.95 



A Database Publication 


O M P U T I N G 



BEEBULATOR 

Commodore stakes out 
the educational market 


Supra 30 meg hard drive. 
A dream machine to give 
your Amiga more power 





t'tfrtrr, 


Ptick Includes: 

A500CPU, Mouse, P.S.U., T.V. Modulator, Very 
First Tutorial, Workbench 1-3, Basie, Extras and 
Manuals. 


PLUS POSTRONIX BONUS PACK 
WORTH OVER £250 


t-i i rx t „ which includes in Blank 

JJisks, Disk Storage Box, 10 lixcclJent Games, Mouse Mat 
Mouse Bracket (Mouse Holder) Deluxe Paint 


£199 00 

DRIVE AMIGA 500 + I084S 

The Very First Tulorial, T V. Modulator, Photon' STFRFO/ 

COLOUR MONITOR 

£449.00 sx ttftt, £649.00 


F £ post and packing 


1084S STEREO/COLOUR 
MONITOR 

Compatible with PC, 

Amiga, C64c, Cl 28 


+ £5.00 posi and packing 


^ Ctmmwfcnc MPSIMP pmtepreKiils ihc stale of the >rt in dm mat™ primers, with all die tenure StpfotSfcT 
WnW^lHttdtnw'e Tk MFSIOT* designed robelike Ita prime* injj, inadjusi likanE™ FXpK ™ 
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™. ato 1 pnnl 311 * a | ,3CICB a<aiiable "Ullhe Amiga inlfcAniff cojifauraiiuttTIie MM 

BcapaNe of all the printing, funcuou you would expect, as weJI as somr additional features you may not expea, 


MPS 1500C COLOUR PRINTER 


Jnpaddot matrix {9-needle prim head!, + F>Qsr an<J 

matrix: 9ttrtical dots x {5 +4)hntmmialte - print speed: Math, at irifcharin 

.2 dhar/a 

ubi-dircciicinaL with optimised head movement 
. 10 ehatfin to M/charrin programmable born line, and rn SET-UP mode 

l^riO .23 mm), 1$ (117 mm) and 7m in (2,4 mm); -n/2l6uaiidnft2in 

. ASCI I character and special character. 

.40 top 192 characters, according to prim pitch selected. 


+ £5.00 post and packing 


f 0.00 port and packing 


AMIGA 500 


AMIGA 


1 084 HIGH RESOL UTTON 
COLOUR MONITOR 


AMI GA 

1010 DISK DRIVE 






...AND MORE BESIDES! 



THIS TOPIC*!. C*MES 
COMPENDIUM OFFERS Ji TRtF 
SPORTING CHALLENGE 

Pick contain*: CMC Ccimjiuter 1530 
DuiaitHi:'. Quicks!*!! Joystick. Match rainl 
fTenm). Snooker, ftdrld Championship 
Boring, Dale) ThompsME Supcrteit. 
Hvwrarctu, Basketball. Jlalchit> II , 
D^ey TbonpHas DeortMot, Basket 
Master. Tnckaad Field, 

PLUS POSTRONIX BONIS PACK 
OF £1(10 or FREE SOITH ARE 

£149.99 

+ LS'Jipcei Hdpartin| 


II DISK DRIVE HACK 

Fade includes: 

]Ml II DiO: n™c. IflEwdleit Disk Games. 30 Blank 
Dob. JM' Diskette Stortg* Bui. AND GEOS! 

£169.99 

15- MT pod *ikI pockini. 


COMMODORE 



AN EXCELLENT PACK PROVIDING 
HOURS OP ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL 
THE FAMILY 

include; 06k Computer 1530 DataCasette. Ouidshui [I Jojsiid 
Personal Hi-Fi. Commodore Jute Bon Audio Tape (Id Hits). Yamaha 
m LftFM Digrial Kqlnaid iM Midi. OnsclHticr. Rotlarwnd. T» Cell 
Agtflt XII, Snrprlw Came. 

Plus: POSTRONIX BONUS PACK OF £1110 OF 
FREE SOFTWARE 

only £199.99 

+ Pi ill pusi aid partmi. 


THE HOLLYWOOD 


PACK 



A GREAT DOUBLE THEME PACK 
OFFERING THE BEST OF HOLLYWOOD. 

PLUS A COMPENDIUM OF T.V. CAME SHOWS 

Pact iodudes: 06fc 3530 Data Cassette. Quickshol II Joystick, Ihc Great 
Escape, Miami Vice. PlaLcua. Rarabo. Top Go. Even' Secood Counts. 

Bhxklxeitcm. Bilseve, Timal Punmit, Krypton Emm. , ^ 

Plus: POSTRONIX BONIS PACK ONLY £ 149.99 
or two OF FREE SOFTWARE usipmupuni 


SEIK OSHA 

PRINTER 


C r COM MO O' ORE / 



ICONTRULLER 

leoiffroflci r \ semi pernianenLlji 
mounted on your Hjmputer Lonsote, 
iKnitroller Itavts bands on tire 
keyboard while executing Icon 
oammamfc with yotir fingertips 



£15.99 


STARFIGHTER 

Compatible with Sinclair 
Spectrum, ComodoK. Atari 
Computers. Atari Ml Video 
Games System 

£14.95 


CHALLENGER DELUXE 

Compatible *ifli Spectrum (with 
optional interlace)- Commodore. 
Atari 360(1 Video Syflem. Atari 
Computers. ArtBIrad nsfitputerv 


£4.99 



Al 1750 RAM EXPANSION MODULE TOR CBM 118 

Si mpl ;■ plug si into the expaiBio* port cm your CBM L2S wl ‘UK Bytes of 
.iihliiiifijl Ram aieivi&bfc. 

B) 1TS1 COMMODORE MOUSE 

lit CmmmIr USI HuM.mnlnlnuwlbtiu.li ihtCBM w.*ia. 

C) 1764 RAM EXPANSION MOWJLEFO* COMMODORE M 

Hu» do to u pet a Mai ul 53DK Ram ort toif W- jttfl pig m Ike t W Module. 

,*£149.99 b £ 19.99 c £99.99 

Alt pnee t LS.W p«s and ractmi, 


CHEETAH 125+ 

Compatible with Spectrum . 
Commodore , Alari 2600 Video 
System, Atari, Amslrad PC. 
Atwtrad. 



SEIKOSHA 
PRINTER 

Compatible with roosl 
makes of C'crtnmodore 
computers. Feature* 
variety of fonts including 

pupbiei and near ktieT quality, revene printing, italics, QQ 

* iMBpwi uf*3 


tract™ feed and pa perse peralor. fames ccraiplde with serial 
table. 


£8.95 


TAC5 

CONTROLLER 

JOYSTICK 

Compatible »ilh Atari. 
Commodore. 

£13.99 



SL1KSTIK JOYSTICK 
CONTROLLER 

CumpaTihte with Alari Computers. 
Atari Games System , Commodore , 


£6.99 



COMPETITION PRO SOW 

Compatible mill Cnnnnodcrtt 64 and 
V't 3 C. SinclBir ZX Sped rum (interface 
required). 


£14.95 



RAM DELTA DELUXE 
MICRQSWITCH JOYSTICK 

Compatible with Alan ewnputen and 
Video Gama Machines. Amstrad PCW 
(with adaptor). Spectrum 
(with adaptor). fQ QQ 

Commodore. m7*77 


& 

4> 
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TAC 2 CONTROLLER 
JOYSTICK 

CompaliWe with Commodore 64 
and; Vic 20. Atari Compter*, 
Atari Game Systems. 

£10.99 



MICRO HANDLER MULTI 
FUNCTION JOYSTICK 

OmpaliNc with CcmtiKukie. Qurnnotkirt 
CLhf+tHada^r required).£2^ ^ 


ONLY AVAILABLE FROM 


LTD 


A whole new range of innovative 
computer covers, made from 
durable clear plastic. Designed to 
fit your computer perfectly , . . not 
only safe from dusl but also all 
forms of accidental damage . 


C64 OLD STYLE £ 6.99 

CMC NEW STYLE £ 7.99 

AMIGA SCO £ 9.99 

ATARI 520ST £ 9.99 

ATARI KMflST £ 9.99 


LAKtiESffOCKSOF SOFTWARE & ACCESSORIES FOR A LL 16 BIT, 8 BIT COMPUTERS - ALSO 
ALl. MAJOR GAME CONSOLES - PRONE (WW) 791771 NOW W ITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 



DI FKK APPLIES TO L.K ONLY. OVERSEAS ORDERS CHARGED- AT OVERSEAS R ATE, 
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7 LATEST 

NEWS 

A full report from the Commodore 
Show plus hot news from home and 
abroad to help you make the most of 
using your computer in 1989. 



ADVENTURES 


X ORIGINS 
-L mm LATEST 
Davie Eriksson looks at Ultima IV 
from Oris in and treads the path in 
search of Lancelot s silver grail with 
help from Level 9 and Mandarin. 


MUSIC 


HARDWARE 


/ K MIDI 

mm \J magic 

Graham Wayne lakes some synths, his 
Amiga and a recording studio, adds 
Midi Magic and produces some realty 
happening hoi tracks. Listen in. 


CITIZEN 21 PIN 
COLDER PRINTER 

High quality* high speed and high 
price. The printer which can add a 
little colour lo your reports but will 
only cope with 9 pin dumps. 



COVER STORY 


PROGRAMMING 


WORD PROCESSING 


COMMODORES 
BEEBULATOR 

Schizophrenic programming from 
Dave Parkinson and Mike Bolly has 
given Ihe Amiga the ability to run 
programs written for Ihe BBC Micro. 


"C SAY IT 
WITH WORDS 

Give your computer an elocution 
lesson with some short and simple 
Amiga Basic listings to type in and 
try. It speaks for ilselfl 




PROTEST 

PREVIEW 


David Poster and Simon Rockman 
preview a British word processor 
from Amor, built for speed which 
will set! for half the price of its rivals. 
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Digit# Home Accounts , . , Page S3 


UIGITA HOME 
ACCOUNTS 

Looking after the pennies is a wise 
move, but Rex Last has mixed 
feelings about a program which 
claims to help balance your books. 


AMIGA 

%J ANSWERS 

Programming problems solved with 
the correct public domain utility. 
Hardware sussed, Advice on which 
book to buy lo aid programming. 


HARDWARE 


fl / SUPRA 30MBYTE 

vr mm hard drive 

Instant access Eo all your files will 
transform your Amiga, but your 
Barclaycard may never forgive you, 
as Rupert Goodwins discovers. 


GAMES REVIEWS 


n i amiga 

vf m ARCADE 

Who Framed Roger Rabbit? Thunder 
Blade. Tracker. Hyhris, Cybernoid. 
Sorcery Plus, Around (he World in 60 
days, head up our reviews seclion. 


/ *^1 GAME 
i \J KILLER 

A bumper bundle of tips for Ikari 
Warriors, Faery Tale Adventure and a 
whole host of lop games htols which 
have won a Krrnix Speed king. 


HOIiSE CALL 


80 


ACT OF 
ROE 


Activision didn't want a visit from 
John Minson, but he went just the 
same, He reports that exciting things 
are happening out in Reading, 


PROGRAMMING 


THE PLAIN MAN'S 
KJ GUIDE TO CLI 
Phil "Snouty" South types EDIT at 
the Command Line Interpreter to 
make setting up the Amiga's start-up 
sequence a really simple task. 


93 


FROM OUR 
POSTBAG 
Is oiling the ball in your mouse 
classed as vivisection? How to ruin 
your printer? These and many other 
questions are answered here. 



Citizen 24-pin colour printer . . . Page 39 
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I &hoos 
Action 


e your 
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Patterns 
77 °oto ^sc 


Pioneer Probe Mk IV — a setf-replicating robotic spaceship 
- is out of control, destroying all Ufa as it travels from 
planet to planet in the St a non Cluster Your mission is to 
stop the spread of the plague before it's too hte. 


i Drone flight patterns that you can program to soak up energy from the city below 
i Carefully-designed instrument panel - to help you plan your strategy 

• Your performance analysed to show your strengths and weaknesses 

• Dazzling RAM-mode graphics: 4,096 on-screen colours 

• Eight-directional scrolling over a detailed cityscape 

• Stereo music score and c 


and digitised speech a miA/it 


Please send me Pioneer Plague for the Amiga. 
□ I enclose a cheque for £24,95 made payable 
to Mandarin Software 


In association with 


SOFT WA n E 


number 

Expiry date 

1 1 1 1 1 

/ 


L H u'i a£s2 


Signature.. 

Name 

Address 


Europa House, Adlington Park, 
Adlington, Macclesfield SK10 4NP. 
ENQUIRIES: 0625 970540 ORDER HOTLINE: 0625 879920 


Postcode . . 

Postage: Add £2 Europe/Overseas £5 
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Commodore appoints 
education supremo 


A FORMER Atari execu- 
tive has been recruited 
by Commodore to spearhead 
its growing impact on the 
education marketplace. 

Bill Owen, who becomes 
sales manager for education, 
was won over to the Amiga 
at the Hanover computer fair 
in Germany. 

Owen first came across the 
machine when he was 
working for leading dis- 
tributor SDL. 

He told Amiga Computing * 
"I was convinced that fiRnotl 
machines were right for edu- 
cation but there was not 
enough good software 
around for the ST. 

“What 1 saw at Hanover 
convinced me that the 


Amiga outstripped the ST's 
capabilities in education, 
both in terms of software and 
flexibility in the classroom. It 
will be good to be working 
with a company that is really 
committed to education '. 

Owen worked for Atari as 
a regional sales manager, 
was head of Eltec's public 
service division specialising 
in education, and then was 
national sales manager for 
SDL in its corporate and edu- 
cation division. 

Commodore s sales man- 
ager for education, Peter 
Talbot said: "1 believe this 
appointment is a clear state- 
ment to the market that Com- 
modore is committed to the 
education sector". 


Amiga sales 
success story 

Commodore is one of the 
success stories of the year. 
Tt is clearly emerging as 
Europe’s second largest 
supplier after IBM 
according to a leading 
research organisation. 

Data quest’s European 
Monitor reports Amiga sales 
are booming and Commo- 
dore’s PCs are increasingly 
Finding favour in the busi- 


Awards for 
Mirrorsoft 

T HREE best-selling games 
from Mirrorsoft - Tetris, 
Dungeon Master and Falcon 
- have won honours in 
Europe. 

In Paris the programs 
captured four Tilt d'Or 
awards - the highest number 
received by any software 
publisher - from France’s 


Train as a 
commando 

A T a secret Location 
within a dense forest 
lies one of the world s 



ness sector, 

“Commodore is obviously 
riding high", commented 
Dean Barrett, the company's 
UK marketing manager. 

“Worldwide, our first 
quarter profits to September 
39, 1988 were up 92 per cent 
to Sn.fi million on the corres- 
ponding quarter for 1987, 

“The Dataquest figures are 
further proof that Commo- 
dore is taking control of the 
home computer market and 
advancing strongly in the 
business sector". 


Taxi out 
and scramble 


F LYERS, including the 
chief test pilot of makers 
General Dynamics, were 
consulted during the writing 
of Flli Combat Pilot. 

The new simulation from 
Digital Integration (0276 
684044) will be released on 
the Amiga shortly, II follows 
each mission from the crew 
room through to post- 
mlssion debriefings. 

Players get to pilot one of 
the most advanced multi- 
role fighter planes in the US 


armoury through its five 
major roles - air defence, 
battlefield support, offensive 
counterair. interdictor strike 
and reconnaissance, 

FIB Com hat Pilot simu- 
lates alt these activities, from 
scrambling and desperate 
dogfights to tank-busting 
battle support. 

Digital Integration director 
Dave Marshall (third from 
right in the Digital team 
above) said: "'We are very 
grateful for the assistance we 
received from. General 
Dynamics and FIB pilots — 
our game is the closest you 
can get to flying this 
awesome aircraft" 


biggest circulation computer 
games magazine. Tetris was 
voted Best Strategy and Best 
Original game, while Dun- 
geon Master was voted Best 
Role Playing game and Best 
Animation. 

Germany's. leading enter- 
tainment software magazine, 
Happy Computer, had earlier 
given its Best Concept award 
to Tetris and Best Adventure 
to Dungeon Master, Falcon 
was voted Best Simulation. 


Developing 
in Germany 

C OMMODORE - Amiga 
Technical Support 
(CATS) is to hold a second 
European Developers 1 Con- 
ference. The first conference 
was held two years ago in 
Brighton* but as the aim is to 
take in ail European pro- 
grammers the second meet- 
ing will be held in Frankfurt. 


All the discussions will he 
in English, with talks from 
the Amiga design team which 
will be flying in from Los 
Gatos, the Californian 
birthplace of the Amiga. 

It is aimed at professional 
developers, so if you think a 
long word is something like 
sesquipedalian, you would 
be better off skiing. And as 
the conference is to be held 
in January you might get 
the chance. 


toughest schools, where 
commandos learn their 
trade. That's the scene in 
Action Service, from Info- 
grames (01-864 0123) t soon 
to be released for the Amiga 
priced £19.95, 


Power from 
a compiler 

A MIGA users can now 
fully exploit the power 
of their machine without 
having to learn another com- 
puter language, 

Hi-Soft Basic is a new high 
spec ifica t ion com piler/ ed i to r 
which takes Basic programs 
and converts them into super 
fast machine code within an 
easy-to-use environment like 
that of the Borland Turbo ■ 
products for the PC. 

Following the world 
standard Microsoft Basic, as 
well as compiling Amiga- 


Basic interpreter programs, it 
also greatly extends the lan- 
guage to include many fea- 
tures from QuickBasic for 
the PC and HiSoft Basic for 
the Atari ST. 

Additional language fea- 
tures include full recursive 
sub programs and functions, 
parameters passed by value 
or reference, and flexible 
looping constructs. 

HiSoft Basic supports all 
Amiga library routines; pro- 
grams can be as large as 
memory allows, strings can 
be up to 16Mb in length and 
arrays any number of dimen- 
sions. Price £99.95 from 
HiSoft (0525 718181). 
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Amiga practically 
stole the show 


I T used to ho called the Pet 
show, when Commodore's 
Personal Electronic Trans- 
actor was king. Then with 
|h e rise of the Commodore 
04 1c i become the world's 
best selling home computer 
the “proper’ 1 name of The 
Commodore Show look 
over 

After hearing one Cfi4 
owning visitor complain that 
there was nothing new for 
her machine, it probably 
won t he long before wc all 
start catling it the Amiga 
show. 

Still Ihe Commodore Show 
it remains, and this was the 
Commodore Christmas, so it 
snowed on the Sunday, 
Shows at the Novotel have 
always seemed split between 
the bargains in the basement 
and the posh lot upstairs. 

The big news from Com- 
modore was the BBC 
Emulator, but there was no 
sign of the new hardware il 
has shown in the US. Com- 
modore seemed genuinely 
pleased and surprised in the 
interest shown in the 
emulator and announced a 
January 12 launch date, 
Digita launched tw r n new r 
products in its range of small 
business programs, Day bv 
Day - a simple diary - and 
E-type — a 'typewriter 
emulator ', which sounds 
like an excuse for a w r ord 
processor. Expect reviews in 
Amiga Computing soon. 

Basic seems to be an up 
and coming language with 
Microdeal previewing GFA 
Basic and Hi Soft demon- 
strating its compiler. Neither 
language was finished, but 
both seemed pretty compre- 
hensive, 

HiSoft seemed to be doing 
a roaring trade in cut-price 
Devpac assemblers and the 
new llevpac il, as well as 
answering techie questions 
on the merits of various C 
compilers. 

Mandarin was demon- 
strating Time and Magik, 
Lancelot and Pioneer Plague. 


While the adventures were 
pretty much ignored it w r as 
PP which drew r the crowds, 
many of them asking what 
hail happened to the Lom- 
bard Rally game. It was due 
to he finished on tin: Monday 
alter the show. 

Up market company 
Microwav show r ud why the 
llickerfixer is worth £300 
but refused to say anything 
about the possibility of an 



National sales manager Peter 
Tat hot heralding Commodore's 
educational drive 


Amiga 500 version. 

Video add-ons were very 
much in evidence, A couple 
of stands were showing the 
Mini-gen TU9 genlock and 
Rendale had a slightly more 
up-market device for u shade 
under E21H). 

Pam Smith from Triangle 
Television was showing 
some very exciting video 
hardware including a Hita- 
chi video printer which 
dumps screens from RGB on 
to a special paper, and 
selling a tape of video effects 
produced using an Amiga 
and various video gizmos. 

Tony Sel linger from Pure 
Graphics sold out of his 
CombineR. GB units which 
take and split an RGB signal 
so that you can use UigiView 
without needing the filter 
wheel. 

Two teletext adapters were 
on show, one from Solid isk 
and a much more impressive 
device from Microtexl which 
follows Commodore guide- 


lines to the letter, It will be 
reviewed snnn in Amiga 
Computing. 

The people from Microtext 
were very patient, having a 
stand next to Ariadne which 
was showing a pre- 
production version of Opus 
1. the music language. 

Perhaps the Microtext 
people didn't need to be 
patient because the sounds 
emanating from Ariadne 
were really pleasant - a great 
selection of jazz and classical 
tracks using sound generated 
by Paula and a crowd of 
Midi boxes. 

Simon Cobh from Siren 
Software was making a lot of 
noise with Soundhlaster, a 
device which plugs into the 
phono connectors and a pair 
of speakers to deafen the 
neighbours. 

Precision Software gave 
demonstrations of its 
products on a big screen TV, 
including the first games in 
the range from Mindw r are in 
the States and the latest ver- 
sions of Superbase and 
Superhase Pm, the best data- 
base programs for the 
Amiga, 

You had to queue to spend 
money with Silica Shop. 
There w r as some interesting 
software, for example Who 
framed Roger Rabbit on 
special US import. 

The bargains continued at 
HH Marketing which was 
selling ComicSeltcr for 
under £50 and showing a 
stupendous demo of a Star 
Wars AT-AT walking pasl an 
Amiga 20CD running on a 
2MB A5DCJ. 

But for real bargains you 
needed to go downstairs. 
Super-slim second drives 
with a disable switch for £75 
from Evesham, really cheap 
discs from Centec and a wide 
range of C64 and Amiga 
goodies from Postronix, 

AUG and ICPUG both had 
good shows, the latter celeb- 
rating its lOlti birthday, and 
it was good to see an historic 
computer on its stand. 



Driving 

ambition 

C RAZY Cars II is under 
development in France 
by Gil, the top programmer 
at Titus Software which 
claims that this is the road 
game which does the things 
which other driving games 
fail to do, complete with cars 
that spin and a road which 
splits at a fork. 

It features the fastest Fer- 
rari ever, the 20E]mph F40, 
doing battle with the police 
and collecting speeding 
tickets, 


First out of 
the Chrysalis 



N EW software house 
Chrysalis (0709 370102} 
is releasing its first game fur 
(he Amiga this month. 
Prison, based on a penal 
colony planet deep in space, 
is pure escapist entertain- 
ment in more ways than one . 

The player must search a 
series of screens for dues to 
the location of a hidden 
spaceship which is the only 
means of escape from the 
planet. 

Programmed by Michael 
Hart, with graphics by Jason 
Wiison. Prison will cost 
£19.95, 

Chrysalis has emerged 
from Ihque. the develop 
ment house responsible for 
such titles as Terremex and 
Par. Mania. ' Consequently 
the company differs from 
other software houses as it is 
product rather than mar- 
keting orientated", said a 
spokesman , 
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Hot on the 
scent 

A MIGA own nr Ian 
Robertson, of Tooting 
Junction, London, has 
reached the final of the Man- 
darin Software competition 
to win a £5,000 replica of the 
I Inly Grail, 

Using his Amiga, Ian has 
come up with a possible 
location for the replica 
which is buried somewhere 
in Britain. 

He is one of the first nine 
finalists to be named, A fur- 
ther 27 will come to light in 

Vanquish 
a vampire 

N EW Amiga entertain- 
ment software was pre- 
viewed at Comdex in the 
USA by Microdeal (0726 
68Q20I- 

Arcade adventure Fright 
Night is based on the film 
and gives players 12 hours to 
wipe out the vampires or 
become their victim. 

International Soccer has 
nine difficulty levels, 
digitised sound effects and 


three more stages of this 
national treasure hunt. [1 was 
devised by Mandarin ((1625 
1178088) to coincide with the 
launch of its latest title 
Lancelot, based on the 
legend of King Arthur, All 
clues to the whereabouts of 
the Grail are in code within 
the program. 

Hand crafted in solid 
sterling silver, the gohlet is 
gilded inside with 22 carat 
gold and encrusted with 
amethysts, garnets and 
opals. 

Along with other finalists, 
Ian will now take pari in a 
play-off in February, 


hi-res graphics. It can be 
played using MicrodeaTs 
four-player adapter. 

Microdeal also showed its 
A MAS advanced midi Amiga 
sampler, an 8 bit stereo 
digitiser with a lull imple- 
mentation Midi interlace. 

And, from Michtron, it 
had VTX on line for the 
Amiga - described as "the 
ultimate in telecommuni- 
cations packages for Amiga 
owners” - plus VIVA, Visual 
Interfaced Video Authoring, 
software combining video, 
sound, colour and graphics. 


Here there be dragons 

F ULL eight way scrolling is featured in Dragonscape, the 
latest offering from Software Horizons 101-348 4577) for 
the Amiga, Due out next month, priced £14.95. the shoul-em- 
up action game includes wacky puzzles and elements of 
strategy involving dragons and mystical lands. 


Fax service 
facilitated 

M icrolink subscribers 

have been spared the 
problems reported by users 
of Telecom Gold's new fax 
service Mailfax. 

Because Mailfax bewil- 
dered many people, up to 30 
per cent of messages were 
being addressed to invalid 
numbers. 

But MicroLink (0625 
878888 J has come up with a 
simplified method for using 
the facility - called Easy Fax. 

"People were being asked 
to key in all sorts of different 
sequences in order to send 
fax messages”, said Micro- 
Link systems manager Tim 
Clarkson, “Even I found 
Mailfax difficult to use. But 


we've re-written the front 
end of the program for our 
uwn subscribers - now all 
they need do is type in the 
telephone number of the fax 
machine they want to send 
their message to". 

At the same time. Micro- 
Link has introduced Fax 
Check - a method of seeing 
whether messages queued 
for transmission have been 
sent or not. 

“The whole principal 
behind using electronic mail 
for taxing is to make it as 
easy to use as possible", said 
Derek Meakin, head of 
MicroLink. 

"We feel that with Easy 
Fax and Fax Check as 
add-ons to the Telecom Gold 
fax gateway, we’ve managed 
to get it right for our sub- 
scribers”. 



Staffing signals 
Amiga success 


JIM BUTTERFIELD 
reporting from Canada 


A UTUMN has been 
showtime for Amiga 
fanatics, AmiExpo in Los 
Angeles was poorly 
attended, but developers 
were out in strength. Some 
West Coast software houses 
expressed unhappiness 
w T hen Commodore indicated 
that it was acquiring ARP. 
the Amiga Replacement 
Project system pioneered by 
Scott Rallantyne and Charlie 
Heath, 

Many users are pleased 
with the ARP system, but 
that opinion is not unani- 
mous, at least not yet. 

In contrast, the first World 
of Commodore of the season, 
held in Philadelphia, was 
mobbed by enthusiastic 
users. Perhaps the most 
encouraging sign of all was 
that Commodore had set up a 
booth whose specific pur- 
pose was to hire new 
employees. Seems like a sure 
sign of Amiga success. 
Commodore saved its new 
product displays for the 
Comdex show. They 
included such items as the 
560, an Amiga 500 expan- 
sion unit that comes with 
2Mb of expansion ram and a 
SCSI controller for hard disc. 
Reports from the show 
also tell of the AT hoard, the 
Unix-style system and [per- 
haps shown behind closed 
doors) the Amiga transputer, 
a system that includes net- 
working. 

David Klein, formerly of 
Electronic Arts, is now a 
Vice President at Commo- 
dore. At EA he headed the 64 
games division. At Commo- 
dore some observers view 


his role as VP of game 
machines. 

Industry guessers wonder 
if a new machine is on its 
way using Amiga custom 
chips. It wouldrdt likely 
carry the Amiga name, but i 
suspect that there would be 
no mistaking those great 
graphics. 

Interest is growing in 
messaging systems, which 
allow information to be 
passed in a standard form 
from one program to 
another. 

Commodore has indicated 
that it might standardise on 
AREXX, Another contender 
is IPC, a protocol developed 
by a group of UseNet pro- 
grammers. 

The network discussions 
continue to be fast and furi- 
ous, Systems programmers 
see the need for such sys- 
tems, whereas most general 
users don’t relate to them. 

WordPerfect Corporation 
has a high reputation for 
supplying user updates for 
its word processor, This 
summer, the company 
outdid itself By mistake, it 
shipped a new product. Li- 
brary to several hundred. 

When some asked For the 
docu men ta t i on , Word Perfect 
discovered its error, and 
politely declined to be that 
user-friendly. 

Early glimpses of the 1.4 
system can now be obtained 
via a Commodore system-in- 
testing, jumpstart 1.4. The 
current version is being 
made available in selected 
areas to developers willing 
to buy the chip set and par- 
ticipate in testing. 
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□ AMIGA PRO SAMPLER STUDIO + DATEL JAMMER 


0 A U>p quality sound sampling, system 
at a realistic price. 

0 100% machine code software for 
realtime functions. 

0 I It Res. sample editing, 

0 Realtime frequency display, 

^ Realtime level meters. 

^ Files saved In IFF format, 

A Adjustable manual/automatic record 
trig level. 

only £69.99 please 


Variable sample rate & playback apeed- 

0 Separate scroll line waveform windows 
phis zoom function with Edit windows 
for fine accurate editing. 

0 3D shot of sound waveform. Wave 
editor to design your own waveforms 
nr adjust «d»tlng ones. 

0 M Icmphone ft line Inpul I / 4" Jack fit 
Din connections, 

0 Software files can be used within 
other music utilities. 

rATE A500/ 1000/2000 


To complement the Sample Studio the 
Dotd Jammer gives you a 5 octave 
keyboard to play fli record your sampled 
sounds. 

FEATURES;- 

0 4 track sequencer up to 9999 events. 
0 Tempo # beat controls, 

0 Mixer Controls on Instruments. 

0 Load & Save sequence. 

0 Works on standard IFF file sound*. 




□ MIDIMASTER 

0 Fu LI Midi 1 nlerface for A500/ 1 000 / 
2000 (please stale model). 

0 Compatible with most leading Midi 
packages I including D/MueIc|. 

0 Midi In - Midi Out x3 - Midi Thru. 
0 Fully Opto Isolated. 

0 Ko iuwd to pay mure - Full Midi 
Standard, 

only £34.99 


□ MIDI CABLES 

0 Top quality. 

0 3 metre length. 

ONLY £6.99 PAIR 

UNBEATABLE VALUE 


□ MIDI MUSIC 
MANAGER 

A TRULY PROFESSIONAL 

MIDI PACKAGE AT A 

REALISTIC PRICE 

0 Play sampled sounds on Amiga from 
any Midi track. 

0 Pull dubbing - listen in one track 
while recording another. 

0 Works wlih many Midi Interfaces 
including Date! Midi Master (see jVI| . 

0 B realtime Midi track* for record/ 
playback. 

0 Adjustable track Length - limited only 
by available memory. 

0 Work* with standard IFF fries. 

only £39.99 


□DISC/STORAGE 
BOX OFFERS 

0 DD40 hold* 40 3-5 discs. Lockable. 

only £6.99 

0 DDSO holds SO 3.5" discs. Lockable. 

only £8.99 


□ DISCS 

0 3.5" DS/DD. 

0 Top quality, bulk packed 

ONLY £22.99 

FOR 25 DISCS 


□ DATA/SWITCH 

BOXES 

0 A/B type connect two printer* to one 
computer or vice-versa 

0 Centronics connections or R5232 

Srrlal connections 125 pin) , Please State. 

only £24.99 

0 ABC type connect ihree printers to 
one computer or vice-versa, 

0 Centronics or R52-32 connect tens. 

o nly £34.99 

□ PRINTER LEADS 

0 25 pin 'fJ' to 36 way Centronics 
piirullef lead. 1.2m length. 

0 A5Q0 at 1000. please state, 

only £8.99 



□ ROBOTARM 

FULL FUNCTION - 5 AXIS MOVEMENT 


0 Explore the fasc innllrig science of 
Robotics with this full feature 
Robot Arm. 

0 Human like dexterity - with 5 Axia of 
movement it I* so versatile. If can 
manipulate small objects with 
amtudng ability. 

0 Easily controlled using 2 Joysticks 
(any & pin type] or conned lo your 
Amiga wlih our interface * Software 
(O give Com put er / Robe lie control 
(see Interface oiler). 


0 Comes with Accessories Including 
Finger' Jaws. Magnetic Attachment. 
Shovel Scoop, 4 Stabilizing Suction 
Hase Legs. etc. 

0 Uses 4 HP2 batteries (not supplidl to 
power motor movement so uses no 
computer power. 

0 Sel f i Xu i Udned. ready to use (except 
bun ertes, Joysticks). 

only £49.99 


□ INTERFACE OFFER 


0 Unique Software/Hardware package 
to allow you to Interface your Amiga 
with the Robotarm. 

0 Train mode allows yon to store & then 
repeat mesvement sequences. 

0 Very easy to use. 


0 ThlE Interface 1* not needed lo use the 
Robotarm but interfacing with ynur 
Amiga has great possibilities. 

only £24.99 

COMPLETE WITH CABLES* 


AMO l 
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□ EXTERNAL 3.5'' DISC DRIVE 


0 Slimline extra low profile unit • only 
6 r langr 

0 Top quality ITEC drive mechanism 

0 Throughport allows daisy-chaining 
other drives. 

^ A superbly styled case finished in 
Aml^a colours. 

0 Fully compatible. 

0 1 meg unformatted capacity. 

0 Good length cable Tor positioning on 
your desk etc. 


Value f or money before you, buy a 
drive please compare the features - 
this drive has an NEC drive unit & is 
housed in a superb housing ■ many 
units available are buiit to a price & 
not a standard. Don t spend a few 
pounds less & end up with 'rubbish' - 
* remember you are buying from the 
manufacturer, 

Complete - no more to buy. 

Single or twin drive models available, 


ONLY £89.99 SINGLE DRIVE £1 49.99 TWIN DRIVE 

ADD £5 FOR COURIER DELIVERY IF REQUIRED 



□ 51 2K RAM EXTENSION CARD 

0 Available wUh/wtthoul calender /dock option, 

£ Simply plugs internally Into A50O slot. 

0 Switch In/out with switch supplied. 

0 Fitted In minutes - no soldering etc. 

0 Accepts 41256 DRarm {zero k filled). 

0 With ralerwdar/clock onboard ume/date automatically booted. 

0 Battery barked to retain time/date. 

ONLY £ 1 9-99 FOR STANDARD CARD TO ACCEPT S12K 
ONLY £34.99 FOR version with CLOCK /CALENDAR 

PHONE FOR LATEST 


FULLY POPULATED BOARD / RAM PRICES. 



□ MARAUDER II 


QUITE SIMPLY THE BEST DISC COPIER AVAILABLE FOR THE 
AMIGA (ALL MODELS) 


0 Superfast disc copier will copy almoai 
any commercial disc. 

0 Friendly user Interface - Mouse driven 
throughout, 

0 Complelly compallhle Willi Amiga 
multitasking system. 

0 Even decrypts many encoded 

programs including D. Prlnt/Vldeo/ 
Paint/ MuhIc/II etc. 

0 Supports up to 4 drives 

simultaneously for mull pie copies. 

only £29.99 post fp 


0 Special 'Strateffr Files' cope with even 
the most advanced protection 
schemes. 

0 Now shipping the latest version. 

0 Fast option - typicality around 80 
sesoomda. 

01 USA's top selling Chpler. 




□ SPUTTER LEAD 

0 Allows joystick St mouse to be 
connected to same port. 

ONLY £ 4.99 


□ EXTERNAL DRIVE 
SWITCH 

0 Switch in/out of external drives. 

0 Save on memory allocated for drives 
nor currenity in hse. 

0 DF1 fit DF2 controlled. 

co 99 


□ replacement 

MOUSE 

0 Fully Amiga compatible. 

0 Rubber coated ball. 

0 Optical type, 

o nly £ 24.99 



□ DATA ACQUISITION 

— Amiga Into a sophtstkalwl 

* measuring instrument capable of 

measuring a wide range of data inpuis. 


0 Sample Sc display events from 
microseconds to hours- with 
amplitudes from mUlvoltS to SO Wits. 

0 A Hardware/Soft-ware package with 
very high spec, including: - 


DIGITAL SCOPE DISPLAY 2 channel 
Inputs. Manual or continue* dlspLay. 
Tlmeba&e 500ma/ div to SOus/div- 
hecurate to 5%. 

0 0 bit flash conversion gives 2 million 
samples/ sec. 

PLOTTER DISPLAY 

0 Tlmebasr range 1 see to lOhrs per plot. 

All feature# found on units costing 
thousands of pounds, 


ONLY £89.99 

PLEASE STATE ASQO/lOOd/ZOOD 


ALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS 

HOW TO ORDER ... 


BY PHONE 

Q-S- S 

0782 744707 

Hhr Cr#dit 
Card Line 


b; 


Send cheques/POs made 
payable to "Date! 
EteetronJta" 


FAX 

0782 744292 

UK ORDERS POST FREE 
EUROPE ADO £1 
OVERSEAS ADD £3 


PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OP PRESS 
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE tttTHOUT NOTICE 


CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by telephone prior to visit. 


dAtel 

ELECTilOpSCST 


DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GO VAN ROAD, FENTON. STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND. 

SALES ONLY 
0782 744707 

TECHNICAL ONLY 
0782 744324 
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Mortals, gods 
and legends 
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■ADVENTURES 


Y OU are walking in the country. 
The world has been treating 
you badly, but the peace and quiet 
under a dear blue sky dears your 
mind and gives you a real sense of 
wellbeing. A pillar of blue light 
appears before you. Lasting for 
seconds only, it disappears, leaving 
behind an amulet and two books 
wrapped in thick doth. 

The amulet is an ankh, a cross with 
a loop atthe lop. The cloth is an 
ancient map and one of the books is 
The History nf Britannia by Kyle the 
Younger. Fascinated, you settle down 
to read about the realm of Britannia. 

Finished reading, you become 
aware of music, and following its 
haunting melody find what appears to 
he a Renaissance Fair, The music 
leads you to a gypsy caravan set apart 
from the rest. An old gypsy, also 
wearing an ankh, welcomes you and 
asks you a number of questions. Each 
has two answers and you reach deep 
into your heart to give an honest 
response. After the final question the 
fabric of your universe seems to 
wrench, split and meld back 
together,,. 

You open your eyes and find 
yourself somewhere in Britannia. Life 
now has a new meaning, Ultima IV - 
Quest of the Avatar has begun. 

This role playing adventure is vast 
in its scope. There are plenty of 
monsters to fight but there are also 
the underlying quests to solve. In 
each of the castles, towns and villages 
of Britannia you must talk to the 
people and thread together the 
information they give you. There are 
more than 200 people or creatures to 
interrogate. Many will have 
something useful to tell you and 
seven are willing to join you. 


Y OUR ability to reach a solution 
and destroy the evil force found 
in the Abyss depends on a numher of 
things, some material, others spiritual. 
You must first become an Avatar - 
from the Sanskrit, it literally means a 
god come down to earth in bodily 
form. 

You must show by your actions and 
deeds that you are worthy in eight 
attributes - compassion, honesty, 
honour, humility, justice, sacrifice, 
spirituality and valour. You then visit 
the eight shrines, carrying the correct 
rune and meditate, intoning the 



About to be questioned by the Gips\ 


correct mantra, to attain Avatarhood. 

You will need some help to stay 
alive Jong enough to reach this first 
goal. Each of the main towns of 
Britannia is the home of a specific 
class — paladin, fighter, ranger, druid, 
tinker, bard, mage and shepherd. The 
questions you answered for the old 
gypsy will have determined your 
class, and you will arrive in Britannia 
near the appropriate town. One 
person will jnin you in each of the 
other towns. However, some may not 


REPORT CARD 


ULTIMA IV - Quf?sl of the Avatar 
Origin/M i rroProse 
£24. m 


STORYLINE,, 

Goes way beyond just monster bushing. 

A URA 

Fantasy world you can live and die in. 


STAYING POWER, 

So much to find will take weeks to 
scratch the surface. 


GAMEPLAY 


Mouse end single key input work well 
some manoeuvres/battles a tittle sio tv. 


VALUE n 


Must work out at a fraction of a penny 
per hour. 


DIFFICULTY, 


Keep cajeful notes of conversations. 


OVERALL 84% 


A true classic of the genre. 


join straight away if they think you 
are not yet worthy of their friendship. 

Most evil creatures carry? gold, IF 
you fight them and win. they will 
leave behind a chest which you must 
open to get the gold. Many carry traps 
- beware of acid, bombs and poison. 
Gold is necessary to buy food, 
weapons, armour, the ingredients to 
prepare magical spells and a few 
special items from the Guild. In your 
spell book you will find how to 
prepare many of the simpler spells 
The more powerful will need 
research, and the gathering of two 
ingredients not on sale at any shop. 


T ALKING to people is simple, 
there arc three main questions 
that may he posed to all you meet - 
their name, job and health. The 
replies may encourage you to pursue 
an additional subject. For example, a 
young mage met in an out of the way 
village may say “I seek the wisdom of 
magic”. If you throw “magic” back at 
him he will tell you who and where 
his master is, and that he knows the 
"gate” spell. When you meet his 
master you can ask him about this 
spell. 

Some lines of enquiry? will lead you 
to many different places scattered 
around Britannia. Persevere and make 
careful notes of who you meet where, 
and what they have to tell you. As 

► 


January 19B9 AMIGA COMPUTING 13 











nmnHIlimit 


The Deluxe Series of 
high quality creativity tools 
from Electronic Arts. 

A set of totally 
integrated packages that is 
so powerful and so flexible, 
it is limited only by your 
own imagination. 


QeluxeP&int II with OeluxePrint I 

Thie| world standard Deluxe Paint is now 
unbeatable with the inclusion of Deluxe- 
Print. With so many built -infartishc tools, 
they 11 bring put the] artist in youf • 


DeluxeMusic The ultimate music tool 
tor composing, p e rf orm tog and • pn nting, 
DeluxeMusic features ari .enormous ’ ’ 
va riety of playback opti bns includi ng 
Midi t/0. 


DtTiixcPhotuLa.t) Combines three 
powerful graphics tools - a professional 
paint program that works in all Amiga 
graphi cs modes including H . A, M.. , a 
colour image processor 'and a poster 
maker lor giant posters! / . 


QeluxeVideo Rock, videos, business 
graphics, cartoons . this- comprehensive 
video animation package allows yputo 
make your own stunning vrdeps, without 
compkcatedjcommands and formats. ' 


DehjjcePrint 91 What you see is what 

you get DduxePrirg II has seven ready- : - 
made page tomnats for signs, banners, . 
cards, letterhead^ calendars and more! '' 


Available now afyour nearest Amiga sottwa re. outlet. Mote information ts available from: 
Electronic Arts, 1 i/49 Sta-trpn Road, Langley. 'Berkshire 5L3 8YN. Telephone t675.3jr.4944;> 
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■ADVENTURES! 



< 

you gain information you will learn 
that becoming an Avatar is not all 
that is required of you. 

There are a number of objects to 
find and some lie in the dungeons 
deep below the surface. Needless to 
say the creatures found on these trips 
are powerful. Make sure you have 
prepared plenty of spells before you 
enter the deepest levels, 

U LTIMA IV is great to play and 
will take you a long time to 
solve. The graphics are similar to 
those of Ultima til - simple and 
explicit. Normal travel out in the open 


or in a town is shown as a plan view 
with your party represented by a 
single figure. 

Enter battle and a larger scale plan 
view is displayed showing the 
position of each of your party 
members. You may then manoeuvre 
them in turn to place them in the 
most effective position. 

There is a reasonable choice of 


weapons, but in the early stages t 
found the missile weapons, sling, 
how or crossbow to be most effective. 
Let the monsters get too close and 
they will damage you, This may mean 
either the use of a heal spell or a visit 
to the healers. 

Visit the castle of Lord British often. 
If your experience has increased 
enough, he will raise your level, 
giving you greater hit points and 
increasing your basic attributes, such 
as strength and dexterity. 

He will also heal your wounds, but 
beware of not going to the healers. 
They will ask you for a gift of blood 
to help others, and agreeing to this 
will help your elevation to 
Avalarhood. Also in this castle is 


Hawkwind the Seer, who will instruct 
you on obtaining perfection in the 
eight virtues of the Avatar, 

Being attacked by a pirate ship can 
be a blessing. Having beaten them, 
you end up a ship to the good. You 
may now sail the high seas and 
explore further still. The cannon on 
hoard is quite powerful, but beware 
of other pirate ships 1 armanment. 


Boarding and engaging in hand-to- 
hand combat is a safer option. 
Dungeons are 3D corridors divided 
into relatively small sections where it 
is not too easy to get lost. The 
dungeons are separated by battle 
sections that contain creatures and 
puzzles which must be overcome 
before passing through. 

It is possible to walk your party out 
of an available exit without giving 
battle, but presumably the program 
will record your lack of valour. 
Likewise, ignoring a needy beggar in 
one of the lovvns decreases your 
compassion and I'm sure Hawkwind 
the Seer will have something to say if 
you follow this path. Be warned, there 
are hints that your companions may 
leave you if you do not measure up to 
their high ideals. 

Ultima IV is a feast for the role 
playing adventurer. The only minor 
criticisms i can make are of the lack 
of noticeably increasing difficulty in 
the battles as you progress and the 
sometimes laborious sequential 
movement of eight characters in 
connected battle sections. 

It is a must for all followers of the 
active role playing adventure, 

L ANCELOT is the latest adventure 
from Mandarin Software and 
sadly it signals the end of the 
company's short but useful 
collaboration with top adventure 
writers. Level 9. The game is based 
on the historical and legendary 
accounts surrounding King Arthur 
and his Knights of the Round Table. 

Apart from King Arthur, the best 
recognised name linked with that era 
is Lancelot. It is as this shining 
example of knighthood that you will 
adventure through mediaeval Britain. 

The adventure is loosely divided 
into three parts. The first concerns the 
arrival of Lancelot at Camelot and the 
court ol King Arthur and his elevation 
to knighthood. This achieved, the 
second section involves his exploits to 
prove himself worthy of his 
knighthood by rescuing a number of 
wrongly imprisoned knights. These in 
turn return to Camelot to swell the 
ranks of the Order of the Round 
Table, 

The third part follows on some 20 
years later where your goal is to help 
Lancelot in his attempt to find the 
Holy Grail. The third part may be 

► 
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■ ADVENTURES ■ 


played independently of the first two. 

As with all adventures from Level 
9, the descriptive text is full and 
highly atmospheric. The command 
interpreter is an improved version of 
what was already a very acceptable 
system used in its previous games, 
Knight Ore and Gnome Ranger, The 
high quality graphics complement the 
flavour of the text. 


C HARACTER interaction is a vital 
part of the game, Cooperation 
between 1-ancelot and others who are 
with him is necessary on a number of 
occasions. 

Level 9’s command Wait X means 
that characters can be instructed to 
perform an act at a particular time. 

For example, if a rock is too heavy for 
one man to move, it is pointless to tell 
others to move it without 
coordinating their push with yours. 
Gawain, wait 2. push rock, Ector, 
wail, push lock, and finally push 
rock; would ensure that all three of 
you would be pushing the rock at the 
same time, 

A small scale map showing the 
major places you will need to visit in 
parts one and two of the adventure is 
supplied with the game. The 
command goto xxxx [or run to xxxx) 
will take you to that area. You should 
still draw your own maps to ensure 
that you explore all possible 
locations. 

Remember throughout that Lancelot 
has always been depicted as the 
perfect knight. This was the time 
when chivalry grew of age and w r as 
the watchword of the Knights of the 
Round Table. To succeed in either 
part of the adventure, manners, 


honesty, mercy end honour must be 
interpreted correctly. His relationship 
with Queen Guinevere proving to be 
an exception. There is no room in this 
game for today’s lager lout. 

At the beginning, when Squire 
Lancelot first visits Came lot, he is 
unable to see the king straight away. 
He must wander around the town and 
find somewhere to rest for the night. 
While here visit Merlin. Although he 
has no major role in the adventure, 
his books are worth reading. On the 
following day be certain to end up at 
the court of King Arthur 


H aving felt the touch of 

Arthur’s sw r ord upon your 
shoulder, remain in his presence until 
dismissed. You will now have a clue 
as to w r here you should go next, A 
number of quests have to be 
completed and several hints will be 
supplied to send you in the right 
direction. The completion of 
individual quests is not easy. 

It is possible to perform some 


quests oul of sequence, but only 
when you have tackled all of them 
will the program automatically lead 
into part three - The Quest for the 
Holy Grail. 

This final section introduces 
Lancelot's son Galahad. It is only w r ith 
his help that the quest may be 
accomplished. Again cooperation 
between Lancelot and others is vital 
to success. 

The instructions are clear and 
explicit with a number of hints lo 
novice adventurers. There is also a 
very readable section giving a resume 
of the Arthurian saga, 

Lancelot is one of Level 9 s 
finest adventures. It is not easy but for 
those that falter, an excellent hint 
sheet is available. Used sensibly this 
will enhance the enjoyment and 
elation at solving the many puzzles- 


REPORT CARD 


LANCELOT 
Level B' Mandarin 
£19.95 



Excellent text, believable quests, 



Decisons 
on the way to 
visit the holy 
hermit hidden 



feVjii SiTStsi * 

akm of tt* m SH r*tb* It tkt km at m (Jiff- 

VafErSn B s “ 


On the way to 
rescue Tristrown 
and Tintagel 


AVR A 

just whet legends are made of 

ST AY fNG POWER} 

Plenty of devious puzzles to solve. 

GAMEPLA V 

Weil planned system to utilise character 
interaction , 

VALUE 

Plenty to see and do in aide Britain. 

DIFFICULTY „„„ 

Not easy hut the dues are there. 



Very good mixture of plot and puzzles. 
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The Amiga can already emulate 


an IBM PC and a Commodore 64. 


Simon Rockman looks at a package 
which will add the BBC Micro to 


its repertoire of impersonations 


CHOOL A place where life is 
determined by bells, torture is 
timetabled as double French and 
Fatty Wilkins never does games. It is 
also a place which has a load of 
Acorn-designed BBC computers. 

They are there because the school 
bought them al half price under a 
government scheme, and given the 
choice between a super fast machine 
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■ REVIEWS 


with an excellent Basic and a 3k Vic 
20 1 think the school made the right 

move. 

s The usual rule is that a computer 

only succeeds if there is software 
written for it. and software only gets 
written if the computer is successful. 
This loop is what has kept the IBM 
PC going when there are many better 
e machines around. The usual solution 


s it’s a 



is for the computer manufacturer to 
put a lot of effort into getting software 
written. 

Acorn struck lucky* the machine 
sold without software. Brilliantly 
designed, it u r as the computer huffs 
dream, The BBC took 1ft per cent of 
profits and based a computer literacy 
programme around the beige box; the 
computers in schools scheme meant 
doting parents bought the machine 
little Nigel had at school for him to 
use at home. 

So the BBC Micro reversed the loop 
and became a success before the 
software was written, Keen to 
capitalise on this, lots of small 
companies produced software for it, 
and thanks to the educational 
foothold the BBC ended up as the 
only machine with a respectable 
quantity of educational programs 
worth a second look. 


corn sold finn.ntiu BBC Micro. 
About half of them are in 
schools. These institutions would love 
to upgrade, but know that to do so 
would mean waving goodbye to the 
best base of educational programs 
they are ever likely to see. 

Commodore would love to sell 
Amigas to schools, partly to improve 
the sales of the Amiga 2000 but also 
to get the Nigels of the future to ask 
for an Amiga at Christmas. 

Now if the Amiga could run all the 


educational software that Mrs Martin, 
the computer studies teacher keeps 
under lock and key 1 she might wake 
up to the joys of Commodore 
computing. While Nigel is blase about 
a ray-traced five hitplane blitter-object 
unleashing megabytes of digital death 
on the kreeblies, nothing impresses 
Mrs Martin more than a four colour 
snowman which can count three 
green balloons. 

To turn the Amiga into a machine 
which will meet Mrs Martin's 
exacting standards. Commodore 
commissioned a BBC emulator from 
Ariadne Software. Emulators are 
difficult beasts. Anyone who has 
some experience of Transformer (the 
Amiga PC emulator) or the Keadysoft 
CG4 emulator will know that such 
software is of limited use. 

Ariadne was chosen by 
Commodore to produce a genuinely 
useful program which could run tin: 
majority of BBC Micro programs used 
in schools, including a hit list of 12 
major ones compiled by the 
Department of Trade and Industry. 

The result is the Beebulator, This is 
an Amiga program which makes the 
Amiga function like a BBC B. It does 
more than turn the Amiga into a BBC 
Micro, and is far more advanced than 
just an implementation of BBC Basic 
for the fiBOOU. 

Beebulator emulates the Acorn 
operating system (OS) which means 

► 



Rniga Beebulator 64K 

Ariadne DFS 

BASIC 

>*HELP 

BEEB Beebulator 0,92 
DFS Disk Furt ling SMSteM 
UTILS DFS Utilities 
>_ 


Click on iht* lt:an to (urn your Amiga into a BBC Micro 



January 1980 AMIGA COMPUTING 21 




that ail programs which use proper 
system uills - "legal programs" - ran 
be run on the Amiga. Unfortunately 
many graphics programs use this 
“illegal” technique of direct screen 
access. The software, provisionally 
priced nl £49.95* comes with a slim 
manual and a disc of programs. 

The? main file is ft echos. It is 
represented as an icon by a BBC 
computer. Click on it and the Beeh 
turns into an Amiga. 'This, along with 
DPS - Ariadne's Pise h urtling System 
- represents Mink of assembler and 
machine code which forms a software 
“bridge" from the BBC operating 
system to the Amiga environment. 

Basic is held as a separate file, it is 
only 20k long but is tight and very 
efficient machine code. It is 
something of which Ariadne is 
justifiably proud. BBC Basic is as 
compatible as possible with BBC 
Basic 2. but runs up to seven times 
faster. The splitting of the language 
and the operating system means that 
Ariadne could produce further 
languages for the emulator or they 
could create an Amiga version of BBC 
Basic. 

Because many BBC programs mix 
Basic and machine code, there is an 
emulation of the 9502 chip. Using 
software to emulate a fast processor is 
pretty inefficient and so this part of 
the emulator can run up to ID times 
slower than a real BBC Micro, 

To reduce this problem, all the 
operating system routines have been 


Graphics modes 

The fieehulator supports the 

following graphics modes: 


0 

040 X 256 

2 colours 

80x32 

1 

320 x 256 

4 colours 

40x32 

2 

329 x 256 

16 colours 

20x32 

2 

text only 

2 colours 

80x25 

4 

329 x 256 

2 colours 

40x32 

5 

329 x 256 

4 colours 

20x32 

5 

text only 

2 colours 

40x25 

7 

Teletext display 

40x25 






written in 6H000, so even a machine 
code program which uses the OS 
extensively will run faster on an 
Amiga. 

While 9592 can be mixed with 
Basic in-line - where mnemonics am 
typed straight into Basic - 98000 
routines can be called as extensions, 
so it is very easy to tweak programs 
which need a speed boost. 

T is possible to run the system 

without Basic. This drops you into 
a simple machine code monitor 
which will accept Amiga Dos CLI 
commands, dump or alter memory or 
registers and disassemble and run 
9592 programs, 

Some things the Amiga can’t cope 
w r ith, 'The BBC has an analogue 
joystick port. The comm anil ADVAL 
is used to read this, and since the 
Amiga uses digital joysticks 
Beebukdor ADVAL is fixed to always 


jnin 


It* 


H H 1 1 

feivt»fa>iu«t»v>ivti totvt* 


>L, 


1 


/JIb 

A 


5 MODE 1 

iSS8S w x ;V° 1288 8TEP 7 

38DRRH 1^88-X.S 
40NEXT L ®-* <X M0I> 8>+l 



Graphics are very fust 


return zero. The Amiga keyboard is 


different and so some substitutions th 

have been made. w 

The flG function key mirrors the p 

BBC It). DEL is used as a copy key for 
the BBC’s interesting screen editor is 

and left Amiga-help performs a break h 

- which resets the machine. Help on p 

its own could have been used, bul tl 

was considered too likely to be \[ 


pressed by mistake. vi 

Hits of the operating system which D 

are duplicated by Amiga preferences 
are not implemented. 'Things like the 
key repeat speed are set from Amiga \ , 

Workbench. Disc formatting is done 
from Amigo Dos. and the BBC Micro 
command ‘COMPACT which lidies s 

up a fragmented floppy produces the ^ 

error message Thou kiddest. 

The Amiga has been made to fed ^ 

like a BBC by emulating the graphics 
modes {see table), although the 
character set looks very similar, il is 
actually closer to the original teletext 
design than the Acorn version. 

The Beehulator powers up in Mode 
6. a text only, two colour mode 
because this is the fastest at writing to 
the screen. On a real BBC Mode 7, the 
teletext mode - eight colour with 
limited graphics — is very much faster 
because it has hardware support. 

While Ariadne’s Mode 7 is useable 
it is not recommended for editing - 
the manual describes it as being like a 
very skilled painter trying to produce 
text as fast as a crummy typewriter. 

The speed of Becbulator graphics is 


Nufligan 

ft. Joey, 

8, Christmas tn 

C, Beetles, 

D, Happy faces, 

E, Sniley, 

F, Skittles, 

C. Snakes alive, 

Teletext mode is supported 
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AMIGA \ 


BBT] Emulator 
Lom moil ore 
£49.99 

£39.09 to schools 


USEFULNESS 

Provides a good and powerful Basic 
and a war to run a large hase of 
existing educational software. 


EASE OF l SE 

Click the icon and yon have a BBC 
Micro. You will need a hook osi the 
Acorn machine if you don't own one. 


INTI IT ION.,., 

The BBC machine operating system 
obviously down ‘t obey Commodore 
guidelines, but the emulator will multi- 
task properly. 


SPEED. 


Up to seven times faster than a BBC 
Micro, which was one of the fastest 
8 bit micros. Rapid text print. 


VALUE 

A well written and interesting program 
which does a good job of emulating a 
BBC Micro . 


(V'O/7 V run games Or any programs 
which break /learn rules. Slow at 
machine code but magnificent for 
running educational software. 


frivelDriweltoiveS Drives 
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Personal callers welcome 
Opposite Fulham Broadway 
Tube Station - District Line 


SK MARKETING 

EEE COMPUTER SUPPLIES 4 4 4 

10 Fulham Broadway, London SW6 1AA 
(24 Hours) Tala ph ona 01-381 6616/8. Fax: 01-381 052B 


AMIGA HARDWARE 


SKM PRICE 
FREEZE! 

A500 + Deluxe Faint 
& Modulator 
Special Xmas Offer 

£380 only!! 


• Amiga A500 complete. 

TTOW or^jf mm ■ ■■■«->«■■ + hHS*4a+a«Bia,«»in i i n £36S 

• Amiga A500 with TV modulator .£395 

• Amiga A50C with 1 9O0M high res 

mono monitor G460 

• Amiga ASOO with A1 064 high res 
colour monitor + Deluxe Paint ...ESI 0 

• TV Modulator £33 

• Philips 8833 Monitor £270 


AMIGA B2000 


• Amiga 62000 with 1Mb RAM. 

BUCK 3-5" disk, mouse, software ....... 

...£1145 

• Amiga B2OO0 as above, plus 

At 094 hkea colour monitor .,,,£1355 

• Amiga B2000 TM as above, 

plus PX XT bodge board A Happy ..... 
£1745 

• Amiga 1 084 Monitor „ £210 

• A2010 Internal 35* Drive £175 

• A2052 2Mb RAM Expansion .... .E3&9 


Alien Syndrom* 

Armageddon Wan ,...,.,,,,,£10® 

Auloduel — 

Advanced Construction Set .. 


Amw Move* 

BerSrSito th«i Aien 

.... £16.® 
..£1600 
£13® 

Bumv 3ov 

,.,.£18.50 

Bu§$* 

£13,95 

Bionic Commando 

irlp Pmjiirt 

...£10® 

...,£10-50 

Beyond Zdric ...o U ........ n . n iM<m 

£16® 

Barbarian Psygnortt .. 

....£10.® 

BMK SkmlaBf 

....£10.45 

phi* Lamp 

.... £13,95 

Baftharimni Pstlac^ 

.... £13.95 


....£13,96 

Balance of Power 

...£19.50 

Bari nm 

....£16.50 

□oh UllhAAf -TIB® 

Corruption 

..,.£10.50 

California Game* 

£16® 

P^iia in Pksivi 

....£16® 

C^rier Command 

....£10® 

Champten*hip Golf -t- 

£27.00 

Chubby Gristle 

El 5® 

Cornhat School 

.... £10,® 

Crack 

£13® 

Crash GarreK 

.. £16.50 

Crazy Car* - 

.... £16.50 

Chesa matter 2000 

£17.50 

Daley Thompson 

..£16.50 

Deetrnjer 

£18.40 

Dj,fk flBtrta 

£17.00 


£19® 

□elender dl Crown unumm ii 

£19.50 

Deja VU 

09.® 

(tunnnM UAtlbr 

E 1 5 ,95 


£13® 

iFhruiaPjtf , .. 

£1 6. JO 

ichokm — 

£13.95 

En lighlenmenl 

£15.95 

ECO 

Face ON 

_ £16.50 
.,.,,£15® 

Flight Sim 2 

£26,00 

Soenery t>*c 7 or li 

£14.® 

Sranery Due Europe 

Faery Tale Adwitur* 

£14® 

..,£32.00 

Feud 



LONDON’S LARGEST 
DEALER 


COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING 
FOR UNBEATABLE OFFERS!! 



PRINTERS 

Micro PerteheraJ* 1®+ 

Star LC 10 ......... 

... £149 
,,.£207 

Star LC10 Colour 

...£259 

Star LC24 10 

.,,£310 

Sl*r 4324 10 rHtH . 

... £500 

Siar NS34 16 , 

,,,£826 

Epson LXflOO 

.... £217 

EpwnL(®0O - 

Epson LG650 L . _._u,-r- 

...£340 

..,.£510 

Eptwi LQ10 W 

....£650 

Epson FX850 (Now M) 

.... £3179 

Epson FX 1 050 (New In) ... 

... £476 

CWsw* 1200 

..,.£156 

Panaenrit 1M1 

— El 71 

NEC P2200 

.,,,£310 

NEC P6 Plus 

..,.£546 

NEC P7 Pk» 

.,,,£679 


£296 

I11M1 

Armtrad DMP 4000 

E^an Laser GQ3500 

-.,£□05 

..£1390 

Panasonic Laaar 

...£'1840 

UenAt* Packard Jul ? 

.£1815 



All Prices Incl. VAT 
Carriage Frw/Mail Otter 
Immediate Despatch 


PROFESSIONAL AMIGA SOFTWARE 


KMWM 

LfO Wivwr 

Prawn* V3 0 .. 
TalPtt 


WClK 

KS^HdS.. 


A«M^c"V1.3 

£l» 

tm 

Dm Rtirta 1 * Prat 

^[ISI 

<jb m*-i 



K D at* 

„„n* 

M Amlgp — * 

EM 


McroAcha Flar 


(17* 


Mtiipian Flu* — 
VIP .. 


F*U#«IVPwtiw Pri4 


togl* Impact 

A#Bl* VUmaptel 
Aa 9 ,iWFaoTW*f . 


Any* Swil* V2 D . 


SKM SPECIALS 

[ ^ b- narmo 

..£18.00 1 

BO Col Space Saving Printer St wid £46.00 
5lirtrarafcFlo)f flQCH ........£10.00 

Mouse Mat 

.,..£5.75 

Dust CoVW 

..£10.00 

Printer DuM CtWT 

....£5,75 

A4 Copy Motes* H33 ...u... 

,.£17.25 

4-Way Anti Surge 

..£19.00 

Xorti Speed lung Joystick 

., £20.00 


PrelM4l3rbatoSiW . 

tiai 

muh* Pwii vi^a — 

.... . «1* 

FToSc ukI Dmdfrm 3^W 

TTrt MU4i< Studio 

CM 

ca 

Paiuia SUdad 1.2 

£54. 


cai 

Pent .. , 

£41 


CSI 

FniMlPifimC 

rsft 

- ...» 

LANGUAGE 


Ferm**t F*d»t 

Ofi 

""" MB 

AUTMK UWPfWIW 

^ 

PmbFiittH Clip Art 

£24 


£406 

Pram PhmVIJ 

£47 

. .KIM 

£» 

tc 

AfCSatlMAinliH 

C7B 

PrnVMSO •- — — « 

AaMtipo 

E47 

CIS* 

Pto WlAO FlSflt lAWV ■ — 

Sfuiprao — 

AfWC C Com mar da 

C&7 

ca» 

£110 

nai 

fkulpi 3D AfRlffltbi ... wnurt.r-r-. — 

TVTpd 

TV Vbvm 

EM 

w»»cvn 

Tutn Slbnl ~ 


LW4o*C mH... 

EM4 




£18.50 Football Mini 


£17.50 

£11,9! 


. inger 2 . — 

Ferrari Formula One £17.50 

Foundations Watte £TB® 

Gryzor „„ £1 6.95 

Gunehp ........... £18.96 

Gdden Palh - £13-® 


LEISURE SOFTWARE 


,.£13® 


Gold mnner 2 

£13® 

Gufld d Tfilevea 

Gee Bee Air Rally ...... 

Cl 5® 

£18® 

■Ramson 

£10.00 

Garrison 2 
Green Beret 

..£16.95 

.£10.95 

Heter sk^ier 

£13.95 

Hhchhikar 

-£19.90 

Hollywood HIHnx 

£14® 


Hollywood Poker .. 
Hum for Red October .. 
I kail Winter 


Indoor Sports .. 
in 


Itwanliy Flight ., 


Jinx .... 


... £16.50 

£10® 

£17.50 

£16.95 

£10® 

£18-95 

E14® 

....£15.95 

£26.50 


£«4® 


£19.50 
£17.® 

Jewel* of Owknona .... — -£13® 

Karate Kid 2 £16.45 

KlnOft Quetl 3 Pick £ 1 9® 

Klngof Chicago - - .£lMf 

Kniahl Ore .... — £16.96 

Land cT Legend* _.L £10® 

Leaderboard .,...£16® 

LevialhOrt ,-„ — - .....£14,95 

Leather Goddess C19-9S 

Legend □! the Sword £18,50 

Leatherneck* — ....£13.95 

Mercenary Comp £16.45 

Mickey Mouse £16.95 

Mndllghter £1 0.50 

Mean 18 Golf £17.® 

NtenraJOer £14® 

ftSuMor £1645 

pi^i«m rr. — .... .cl*.® 

P QlW, -££0.95 

Power Struggle -„£14® 


Plundered Heart* 

£17.50 

Whliilglg — 

£13.95 

Ptadoon 

£1600 

Winter Olynatel m™*. 

£13-95 

Pink PafrihAF 

. £14® 

WIzMI — 

£16.50 

rim V flp**™* uiiH.MaHimiiBiHiin 

Police Quasi 

£14.95 

Xenon 

£16,95 


£13® 

Zork 2 

...,.£16.95 

Pawn 

El 5.® 

Zynap* 

• * * MEW RELEASES 

£18® 

Quadrallen 

£17.00 


Q flj3| 

£10.® 

Outrun — 


Quiian — 

£21 .50 

Pioneer Plague 

£17,95 

Robbeary ... - — * 

Rocket Ranger 

„,^.u,..£l6,96 
_ _ _ fib no 

Ovedander — 

ZI-C16® 


„«.^. u ,.£l3® 
,£19.50 

LeadertKiard Birdie 

£19-50 

Rtwktord - 

£13® 

Wb*rd Ware 

£10® 

Return to Geneelt 

P17 50 

Chrano Quest 

inarltfs Back 

l“II“f14® 


, El 5® 

impotable Me* on 2 ... — .. — 

„.h....E19.O0 


£14 ® 

lencetel 

£U® 


E174S 

VectorbaM 

£16.50 

Strte pJker g L- .| J 

WMMW . U C14.K 

AtaX 

£14® 

Summer ONrrplad 

,£13® 

Pacmanka 

,.,£16 50 

Sherlock Riddle 

£16,95 

£18.50 

Growth ................. 

Ratum 10 Jedl ..... 

£13® 

El-6.96 

cir-fatyiie Deface 

£13® 

Highway Haeka — 

CIS® 

Stem Service .... 

£16 95 

Rarr*»2 

Cl 6® 

Skteed - 

£19.95 

£17® 

Lerrbred RAC Rally 

Pinal Command 

ZZZ£ 17-95 

g||y|Q^ g 1:[ „ 

17.50 

Alter Burner 

£16.® 

Siarfieei 

El 7.50 

Femandei: Must da ... — 


Star Glider 

aP njrtar a 

£15® 

£10 50 

Etta .u.^...........m.mriW.U,^.. 

Sorcery Ply* 

£14® 

3DI - 

Star War* 

£19® 

£13® 

Ahamaie Reality 

-..£14® 


S. F. Mam 
Tbeidar - 


Thundered* 

Time Bandka 

Tracer* ......... 

Tetri* 

Terrorpod* 

Three Stooge* 

Time A Msflfc. 

Trivial PiwwjI* 

LUltTIfl 4 

Unlv 'Military Shi- 

UnlrrvSed 

VlFU* 

Varrplre Empire ... 
Vermlnator 


„£179 
£19.50 

- £16-50 

£16 50 
£16.95 

£13® 

£16.50 

„ £13® 

...£10.50 

£19.50 

— £13® 

CIS.® 

............ £10. 50 

£ 16 .® 

..£19.50 

El 3.95 

..... £13® 

£15® 


01-381 6618 
(24 hours) 

Mail Order - 
Immediate 
Despatch!! 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT/CARRIAGE FREE 

All pricM «• tubjftcl to chans* without further notice. All pood. »ub|oct to cucilcbility 















Now you can use an Amiga 
(or any other computer) 
to send correspondence 
in seconds to ANY of 
the many millions of fax 
machines in ANY part of 
the world. 

And if you want you can 
send the same fax to up 
to 50 different addresses 
simultaneously. 

All you need, in addition 
to your computer, are a 
telephone, a modem - 
and a subscription to 
MicroLink. 

Fax is just another of the 
many new services now 
available on MicroLink, 
Britain's fastest-growing 
electronic mail provider. 



with the 



a 


Xerox 4020 


Colour Ink Jet Printer 



The Xerox 4020 colour ink- 
colour pictures, , 
colours arid over" 


With NLQ too ! 


I colour ink-jet printer makes the meet of your Aioij 
i, printing clear, bright images silently in 7 distinct 
i r 4,000 shades at Z40 dots per inch resolution. 


T 


the Xfifcojc 403Q handies oft youit coMwepondence and 6esh-top 
pu6ifeh1n£ n«ds too/ choose faoio q resident fonts Sn various stecs 
and acbwvs noat iettea quaitaf no rndts at a hcaithy 40 cps, 


402Ck tk \M prirtbrl 


d m AvaiUWe.fiom your local dealer or dnealy from 

PrS&ipn Software Ltd. 6 Park Terrace, 
| Worceiier'Pjxk, Surrey KT4 7|2 
Telex 895502 fTrecls G 

Software 01-330 7166 
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Graham Wayne, 
professional musician 
and former manager 
at Rain bird Software, 
looks at Midi magic 


^|EQUENCERS are the tricky end 
"of Midi programming design 
and implementation. Timeeode, Midi 
clock rates, song pointers, sync to 
tape, loops and sequencers are 
more complicated. The more you 
pay the more you get. So ur 
you are considering buying 
a lop end of the market 
sequencer the only way 
you can evaluate the 
available software is 
by the kilo, as it were. 

In other words, 
what doesn't 
it do, and how 
important are 
the omissions, 
anyway? Midi 
Magic is a IG track 
system written by the 
American team Circle Design. 

It sells for $130 in the US, so 
wc can reasonably expect it to cost 
about £80 in the UK, putting it in the 
middle band of prices for this kind of 
software, ft should, I believe, offer a 
substantial range of facilities to the 
semi-pro and professional who don’t 
require the most advanced types of 
data handling and control, since £80 
puts it out of the fooling for fun 
budget and into the let's get serious 
area, 

At least, I get serious for £80; don't 
know about you. 

The front end of Midi Magic is well 
thought out. if you've already had 
experience with a sequencer system it 
is quite possible to find your way 
around the window^ system without 
reference to the manual. 

Commcndably, all the buttons work 
more or less as you would expect. 
Some exceptions are necessitated by 
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■REVIEW! 



the Wimp environment. Things such 
as clinking on a numeric value and 
holding down the mouse button 
down while moving the mouse left or 
right to increment and decrement the 
number. 

On start-up, the inappropriately 
named Tape Transport, Track Display 
and Don't Panic windows are opened. 
This last option halts the sequencer in 
mid-stride and sends note- off 
commands on every channel, A bar 
meter on the right side of the screen 
gives a visual and percentage display 
of the available memory, and above it 
the play -through buttons control the 
output and rechanncUmg of Midi 
information. 


A T the top of the screen pull- 
down menus reveal Project, 
which w r eil come back to. Controls, 
which deals with clocks, tempos and 
Midi control messages. Song, through 
w hich the architecture of sequences is 
built and manipulated. Sequence, 
which contains similar options to the 
Song menu but for the individual 
component parts of the song, and 
finally Track, w r hich is where the 
editing of track data, quantising and 
track copying may be selected. 

The pull-down menus are nested. 
This appears to be a sensible method 
of grouping available options, but in 
practice the computer has to draw 
and then erase every sub -menu as you 
drag the pointer down the menu to 
select your choice, and the speed of 
selection is irritatingly tardy. 

Many of the menu choices open 
other windows through which new 
information or instructions can be 
entered, and all windows can be 
placed and sized according to user 
requirements. There is also a startup 
file accessible via the workbench 
through which the user can set 
startup preferences. 

Recording w r ith Midi Magic is 
straightforward. Select a track, or 
tracks for recording in the Track 
Display window - Midi Magic allows 

► 
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IE 

| 77/79 Rochester Row, London SW1 


01-931 7161 


SELECTED ITEMS 

Digita - Home accounts £29 

Infinity - Shakespeare £1 29 

Soft Vis. - Microfiche Filer Plus £79 

A Squared - Live (A1 000) £249 

- Live (A500) £279 

Emerald - Magellan A.I £1 60 

Gold -Comic Setter .£79 

Manx - Aztec C (Dev) £229 

Microill - Photon Paint £69 

HiSoft - Devpac Assembler £59 

Cameron - Handy Scanner £299 

Sunrise - Studio Magic £79 

- Perfect Vision £1 99 

Exp. Tech. - Escort System 500 (2MB) £999 

Spirit - 1 .5MB (A500 or 1 000) £599 

Rainbird -Starglider II £24 

Psygnosis -Chronoquest ...£29 

Mindscape - Rocket Ranger £24 

Microsearch - Head Coach £39 

Origin - Ultima IV £24 

Logotron - Sargon III Chess £24 


All prices include VAT. Add £2.00 for postage 
UK/Europe 

Mon day-Sat u relay 10.00am/6.00pm 
Access/Visa/Eurocheques accepted 
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■ REVIEW! 



Tape transport, channel selection anti individual sequences 



This window allows you to build and Modify songs. A song 
is a list of sequences in the order you wish then played. 
There are also a nuHfctr of available Modifications duch 
can affect the sequences at playback tine. 

The long Editor title and drag bar are found at the top of 
the window, Io the right of the title is the MtU 
gadget, Uhtn Tapped, any highlighted song events will be 
delfted, To the right of the delete gadget is the Insert 
gadget, lapping this will insert a new, ewty* line in the 
song chain* the next syribol to the right represents the 
lequencf Select gadget. As you Tap this gadget, each 
sequence (in sequence) will be displayed in the selected 
*m step. lOien the sequence you want is displayidi stop 
*mm already! 


Tempo control behind the extensive online help 


multiple track recording on different 
MIDI channels, a feature not found on 
many sequencers of this price — by 
clicking on the record select button 
for the track, which blinks red, just 
like a 24 track in record ready mode. 

When you are ready to record, you 
come across a nice touch which my 
much more expensive sequencer 
could do with; instead of galloping off 
recording a loud of nothing while I 
prepare myself for another 
performance, Midi Magic will wait 
until the first note is played before it 
uses any memory, although the 
metronome is running all the time. 

The program will assume that the 
first note, if played just before heat 
one (when I jump the gun, usually] 
should actually be on heat one (where 
its maker intended it to be]. Some 
sequencers simply won't 
acknowledge anything that occurs in 
the countdown period, cutting off the 
first chord or beat. 


R ecorded tracks can be 

manipulated with the mouse - 
here the thought that has gone into 
the user-interface shows, Operations 
such as trimming a track or setting in 
and out points for further work such 
as drop-in recording can be done 
quickly and efficiently, often without 
leaving the main display area. 

It is also at this point that one 
comes across the most glaring 
Omission in Midi Magic, the lack of 
an Undo function. Early on in my test 
1 wanted to correct the timing of some 
sloppy rubbish I'd played into a track. 
Using the quantise menu, which is 
well conceived and offers four 
different kinds of correction, I blythly 
selected the wrong note value to 
correct to and turned my opus into an 
unintentional waltz. Oops. 

But moving on, we come to event 
editing, which requires a menu 
selection to that effect from the track 
menu. Events are represented 
following the numeric conventions of 
most sequencers and you are 
presented with various editing 
options for the recorded data. Events 
can be added, inserted or deleted 
either separately or as a group, by 
dragging the pointer over the required 
range of events. Don’t make any 
mistakes though, or you'll have to 
redo whatever you’ve undone. 


N OTES can also be entered in 

step-time, but it is here that the 
design seems, for once, rather clumsy. 
Even the manual admits that "you 
may have to be something of a 
contortionist..." since you must press 
a note or chord and select the note 
value by clicking with the mouse 
simultaneously. 

There is no default setting for step- 
time note value. You must click on 
the note value window for each note 
input, A strange eccentricity in the 
design stage here, boys. 


If I was working with tape, the next 
creative sta^e would be to cut up all 
my tracks and join them together in 
one long line, Midi Magic arranges 
the construction of multiple tracks in 
sequences and songs in the fashion of 
the drum machine. 

A song may contain any of 26 
sequences - called A to Z — and the 
sequences may be of any Length 
constrained only by memory. 
Sequences in turn may contain up to 
16 tracks of Midi data of any length, 

► 
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MOW 

TAKEN 


Bombuzal £13,95 

International Soccer . ...£11.99 

Fac Mania ..... .£12,99 

Rocket Ranger .£16 99 


Aaarghl 1 1-99 

Action Service 12 " 

Afterburner - 14.50 

A1 ien Strike , . , , — 3 99 

Alien Syndrome 12 66 

Alternate Reality 12.99 

A Mind Forever Voyaging 8 99 

Army Moves - «. ,,.14.99 

Around the World in 

SO Days ..... 12.69 

Balance of Power 17,99 

Ball Raider 3 99 

Barbarian 1! 14-99 

Bards Tale I IS 99 

Bards Tale 11 15.99 

Bat 16-95 

Batman .......16 99 

Battle Chess 15.99 

Battleships .12 99 

Bermuda Project 14 99 

Better Dead Than Alien .....12.99 

Beyond The Lee Palace 15,50 

Beyond Zork .....16.99 

Bionic Commando ............ 14 99 

Bism ark 16.99 

Black Lamp .... .......... 12.99 

Black Tiger ....17 99 

Blazing Barrels 12.99 

Bombjack 14.99 

Bone Cruncher ,..,... — 6 99 

Bubble Bobble 11 99 

Buggy Boy «»- r 4 " 

Bureaucracy 

Capone ..19.99 

Captain Blood 15 99 

Carrier Command ............. 14.99 

C D Music .10.50 

Championship Cricket ...... -9 99 

Chronoque&t .................... . 19.99 

Gogans Run ,,..4.99 

Combat School 15 99 

Corruption 1* 99 

Crazy Cars ...7,99 

Cybemoid 14.99 

D Thompson Olympic 

Challenge 15 99 

Dark Castle 8 95 

Deep Thought 16 99 

Deja Vu *...,*■■ 17 99 

Deja Vu II 16.99 

Deluxe Paint II ,. . 46.99 

Deluxe Photolab 46 99 

Deluxe Video 46 99 

Diablo .«—■■■' 3 99 

Division ! - 4 99 

Dragon Ninja 16 99 

Driller .......... .16,50 

Druid II .— 11-" 

Drum Studio 12- 99 

Dungeon Master 15.99 

Earl Weaver Baseball 16.50 

Ebon Star . - 14 96 


Castle House, 
It Newcastle Street, 
Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST6 3QB 
Tel: 0782 575043 


Ell 1«-» 

Eliminator 14.95 

Elite 14.99 

Emerald Mines .,.12.50 

Empire... ........16.50 

Empire Strikes Beck 12.50 

Excelon 14.99 

Faerytale Adventure 18.99 

F ante vision ... .24,95 

Federation Of Free 

Traders 21 99 

Fernandez Must Die .......... 14.89 

Fire And Forget 14.99 

Fire Power ,15.99 

Fire Zone .16.99 

Fish .... 16.99 

Flintstones 12 9® 

Football Manager II ,..11.99 

Fortress Underground 9.95 

Frontier , 15.99 

Fusion 16 99 

Gany Med 14.99 

Garfield 12 99 

Garrison II 14.99 

Gee Bee Air Rally 15.99 

Gettysburg ...... ,.17.69 

Ghosts and Goblins 16.99 

G iganoid .. , 1 0 50 

Guerilla Wars 16.99 

Hacker 4.99 

Hacker II, 4.99 

Hard Ball ...-6.99 

Halter Skelter 1095 

Highway Hawks .....13,99 

Hollywood Hijinx 8 99 

Hollywood Poker .... 4-99 

Hostages,... 16-50 

Hotball 15" 

Hunt For Red October 15.99 

Ikari Warriors 14.99 

Interceptor 16,50 

International Karate + ....... . 13 99 

International Soccer ..,., 12.99 

Instant Music -■16.99 

Iron Lord 17.®5 

Jet - ...2499 

Jigsaw Maniac — 3-69 

King of Chicago ... ,..19,99 

Kwasimodo - 3 99 

Lancelot ...12 99 

Land Of Legends 16 50 

Leather Goddess „,.*.. 9,99 

Leathernecks 12.50 

Live And Let Die 16,96 

Lombard Rally Sim ...13.50 

Lords Of The Rising Sun 21 .99 

Lurking Horror, 8 99 

Macadam Bumper ...*....12 96 

Manhattan Dealers 15 99 

Mamiex .12.99 

Mercenary Compendium ...11 99 

Mickey Mouse,.. ,....15 99 

Mind shadow ■ 4 99 

Moonmist 799 

MotleviLle Manor -14 99 

Motorbike Madness 9 99 

Narcom 6 12-99 

Nebulas ...... 14-66 


Netherworld .14 99 

Night Raider .....14.66 

1943 * 17-69 

Nord and Bert ,.,....7,99 

North and South 15 96 

Ob liter ator — 15,50 

Operation Nempune .....15.69 

Operation Wolf 15.99 

Othello - 4 -96 

Outrun 14-69 

Overiander 14.99 

Pac Boy, .......3 69 

Pec Land .15,99 

Pac Mania .,-14.99 

Pandora 11.66 

Paper Boy I® " 

Par 3 -I 7 " 

Peter Beardsleys Soccer ... 12 99 

Phantasm 14.99 

Platoon , 1496 

Plundered Hearts 7.99 

Port ot Call , 27 9 S 

Powerdnome ... 1 6 , 99 

Prisoner of War ... ....19.99 

Question of Sport 1 6.99 

Rambo III ,...,16,69 

Return To Genesis ............ 1 1 99 

Revenge II ,. .6,96 

Robbeary 12.69 

Robocop ...........16 96 

Rockford 12 69 

Rocket Ranger ., ■■■ 16.99 

Rocky -4.65 

Rugby League 9 99 

Sarcophaser ...14,99 

Scorpio..,.,..-.. ,13.50 

S.D.I, ,....16 99 

Seconds Out 6.95 

Sex Vixens From Outer 

Space .., 24,99 

Shadow Gate .... 15 ®® 

Sherlock 6.99 

Shoot em Up Con Kit 1 5.95 

Shooting Star 2,99 

Sidewinder 6 99 

Silent Service .15.99 

Sinbab,,.. ...... 10 " 

Skate or Die - 16 99 

Keyfighter 3.99 

Soccer Supremo 999 

Space Harrier — 14,69 

Space Port ...,- .2 99 

Speedball 15,99 

Spider Tronic 12.99 

Starfleet l - 16,50 

Star Glider - 14-99 

Star-Goose ,. .. ..... . ■ 1 2 50 

Starwars ,„.11 .99 

Strange New World .............. 7.09 

Street Fighter 16 99 

Strike Force Harrier .......... ...8 95 

Sturt Man ,-.,,13.85 

Sub Battle Sim .......... 17.69 

Summer Events ,13,50 


Tetris - —«««•■ ...6.99 

Three Stooges 14 99 

Thunder Boy ... 6.99 

Thunder Cats 15.99 

T V. Football 1®" 

Ultima 4 -14.69 

Ultimate Golf 14 99 

Uninvited 1 7 99 

Univ Mil Sim „. -15.99 

Vectorball 9.95 

Verminator 1 5.50 

Victory Road .16.99 

Vims — I® ® 9 

Vyper .. 999 

Warlocks Quest ,.1299 

War Zone — .... 3 99 

Wee Le Mans 16.99 

Weird Dreams.* 16 99 

Western Games - 4.99 

Whirligig 12." 

Whitness 7.99 

Winter Olympiad SB -6 96 

Witness ........ ,*..7.99 

Wizards Castle 13 99 

World Tour Golf 15 SO 

Xenon 12" 

Zoom 12 50 

Zynaps 14 " 


Suspect .. 


MANHATTAN 

DEALER 

£14.99 


TJU.A.D, 

Starglider 

Defender of Ihe Crown 
Barbarian 
ONLY 19,96 


Have you ml Mod our 
Special Offers? 

Crazy Cars ...7 69 

S O I. (from Cinemaware)9.95 

powerpley *....8-96 

Strange New World 4.99 

Gettysburg 17 99 

Winter Olympiad “8B „ 6.66 


JUST ARRIVED FROM 
PSYGNOSIS;- 

Barbarian E9 95 

Obli terator ........... ...£9.95 

Terrorpods £6 95 


,7 96 


Sword Of Sedan P O-A 

Tangle wood ...... 12.69 

Test Drive -16 99 


DON'T GET RIPPED OFF 
THIS CHRISTMAS 
COME TO THE 
PROFESSIONALS Ilf I 
Most goods sent by return 
of post. New releases send 
day of release. 

Please note We use 1st das* 
post and offer 1 si dass service 


We offer a fast reliable service by return of Post! Cheque s P.0 s to. 
CASTLE COMPUTERS 

Any games not listed phone our Hotline Now on 0782 575043 
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■ REVIEW! 




REPORT CARD 


Circle Design Brown Wagh Direct 
Ul 2502 
Price £79.05 

USEFULNESS 

Has useful Features and sophisticated 
options that cater far most Midi 
Sequencing demands if the number of 
tracks are not a concern 

EASE OF USE. 

Goad user interface and extensive Help 
windows. Quick and simple to operate. 

INTUITION.... 

Fully integrated and multitasking. 

SPEED , IHM] 

Fast input and screen routines but gets 
confused sometimes if several things 
happen at once . Quick with editing. 

VALUE ... 

With other sequencers coming on to 
the market every week, this one may 
not he so well priced in a year, but 
right now iVs a viable choice. 


OVERALL 


A good choice for keen amateur or 
semi-pro. 


procedures, it is all one needs to 
make the most of Midi Magic. In all 
fairness, the manual does list all the 
Midi commands, op-codes and system 
messages as well as hard disc 
installation methods. 

The package is fast, powerful and 
nice to use. It has many refinements 
lacking on sequencers twice its price 
and does nearly all the things you 
would expect, and quite a few you 
don’t, It is multitasking , which is 
most useful if you want to run editors 
at the same time. Too bad it doesn’t 
recognise song pointers but it will 
read Midi timing code from an 
external source, so some kinds of 
synchronisation are possible. 

T HE software is flawed by the 
lack of a Undo function and the 
poor step-time operation, but the 
extensive on-screen information about 
using the system is a big bonus, 
making possible the use of those 
clever little facilities one wouldn't 
normally get the manual out to look 
up. A word of warning about 
memory: Midi Magic takes up a lot of 
ram, so a memory expansion pack is 
nearly a compulsory accessory , 


The Don 't Panic button halts ail operations and sends a Midi i 


work takes place 


all, or missing it for that matter. Some 
mo use- in tensive programs are 
actually rather awkward. Midi Magic 
works, if you see what l mean. 

Any manual that informs me that 
"Some of you Virgo types may want 
to clean up the sequence.,," or warns 
me that I “‘..may be about to have a 
good time.,.” wants burning over a 
charcoal brazier, in my opinion. 
Luckily, the Project menu contains an 
extensive Help file available by topic. 
Listing all the commands and 


* 

any of which can loop, transpose and 
repeat. 

S EQUENCES can be appended to 
each other if 26 parts isn’t 
enough, which it often isn’t, Midi 
Magic affords the user simp !e 
methods of building songs and 
sequences, and other than typing in 
the names of tracks and sequences, I 
can't remember using the keyboard at 


SHU 

I mu u in 
urn ii in 

•ms ii in 


KTfEi'iM 

Ifllvl 


t tie Midi event window is where all the real 
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LAN COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

SHOW ROOM OPEN MON TO SAT 10.30am to 5.30pm 
ONE OF EUROPES LARGEST AMIGA CENTRES (LAN) 
WE ONLY SELL GENUINE U.K. SPEC AMIGA 



LAN AMIGA SOFTWARE PACK 

AMIGA 500 

Free 20 programmes condensed onto 2 disks lor your r^venience. 

FREE MOUSE MAT FREE DUST COVER FREE JOYSTICK 

£1 00 OF SOFTWARE WITH YOUR AMIGA 

YES YOU CHOOSE THE SOFTWARE YOU WANT WITH YOUR AMIGA 
(£100 RRP) IF YOU WISH TO ORDER A TV MODULATOR THEN YOU WILL HAVE 
£75.00 TO SPEND ON SOFTWARE 

£419 INC. VAT 


AMIGA COLOUR 
PRINTER PACKAGE 
| AMIGA 500. Free Mouse Mat, I 
Free Dust Cover, Free Deluxe! 
Paint 1, Free 20 programmes 
condensed onto 2 disks foryour | 
1 convenience. 

Oklmate Colour Printer 
Tha Work* (Word Processor, data- 
base + worksheet) 

SAVE £100 
£478 + VAT 


★ MONITORS * 

1004 High Res Col monitor. E199.00+VAT 

it purchased with computer <...... £189 .00+V AT 

Philips 0033 monitor £21 9.00+ VAT 

if purchased with computer E2O9.00+VAT 

High resolution monochrome 

monitors from ...E69.00+VAT 


* ACCESSORIES * 

I A501 RAM expansion - . £129.00 inc VAT 

Mouse mat £4.95 inc VAT 

Amiga dust cover .£4.95 inc VAT 

Philips/1 0B4 dust cover £4.95 inc VAT 

3.5' disk drive cleaning cit £795 inc VAT 

TV modulator .£24.15 Inc VAT 

10 D/S 3.5 disks ...£14.95 inc VAT 

20 D/S 3.5 disks in 

80 capacity lockable box .,,,,.<.£29,95 inc VAT 

★ DRIVES ★ 

Cumana GAX354 with 

, otVoff swith £99 95 inc VAT 

I Supra 20mb hard disk £400.00 inc VAT 

CLEARANCE OFFER 
Kumanfl Second drive for 
Amiga ♦. — „ £89.00 + VAT 


* PRINTERS ★ 


Citizen 120D £99 00+ VAT 

Panasonic KXP 1081 £139 .00+V AT 

LC 10 Printer tmOO+VAT 

Star LC 10 Printer. Stand Paper + 

Cable — - £209.00+VAT 

Nee 24 Pin Printer,.. ♦ ...£279.00+ VAT 

NecF6 Plus - ,,..,£469 00+ VAT 

Epson LX 800 £179.00+VAT 

256 K Printer Buffer <*..... £160.00+ VAT 

Printer Cable — ...... ...» E13.00+VAT 

Box of Paper 2000 Sheets E13.00+VAT 

Printer Stand ♦.♦. .£9.95+ VAT 

Printer Stand £2S 00+VAT 

Printer Ribbons from £3. QQ+VAT 

New Star LC24-1Q ,„♦..... £299.00+ VAT 


IN STOCK - 
AVAILABLE NOW 

STAR LC10 Colour Printer 
Parallel Version £233+ VAT 

Oklmate 20 Colour Printer 
£139.00 Inc VAT 

All prices exclusive of VAT + delivery 
unless otherwise stated 


★ AMIGA B200Q * 

| Internal Genlock Phone I 

8Mb RAM Board Populated to 2Mb Phone 

B2Q0O .♦..♦ - ♦ ..♦♦,...£849.00 

| 2MB RAM BOARD * £399.00 

XT Bridge Board - ♦,.£399 <00 

20 MB Hard disk £399 00 | 


A501 RAM 
EXPANSION NOW 
IN STOCK 

APPLICATIONS 

SOFTWARE 

The Works All For £69.00 inc VAT 

A Word processor + Database 
and Spreadsheet 

The Works is A Three in One Pack 

Scribble 2 is the Word Processor 
Analyse 2 Is the Spreadsheet 
Organise is the Database 


LAN SO FT CLUB 
The Club for ST and Amiga 
users everywhere. 

All prices indude VAT 

* Special Introductory Prices * 

* Membership - £20 - (per year) * 

* Save up to 80% off Games Software * 

* Up to 30% - Off Application Software * 
it Over 500 titles available for the Amiga * 

01 597 8851 
1063 HIGH RD, 
CHADWELL HEATH, 
ROMFORD, ESSEX, RM6 4AU 


HOWTO ORDER 

Enclose letter with cheque, postal 
order or credit card number for 
amount Including VAT and delivery 
charge. Credit card holders may order 
by telephone. Contact sales desk. 
Dispatch normally In 24 hours. 

Prices current at time of going to 
press. Subject to availability. 

Official orders from Educational 
Establishments, Local Authorities and 
Government departments welcome. 
Contact Education Department. 

FAX: 01-590 6057, Telex: 995548. 


TV 

TUNER 

Turn your monitor into a TV 
12 Programmes selection 
Complete with ali 
cables + aerial 
Switchable between TV + 
computer. 

ONLY £59.00 + VAT 
If ordered with monitor 
£55.00 + VAT 
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■FEATURE! 


T HERE can be no prizes for 
guessing what must be the all- 
time favourite "first Basic program 
you have ever written". As I recall, it 
goes something like this (give or take 
a few REMs and the odd bug, of 
course)’ 


10 PRIUT -HELLO WOULD ! ' 


Wouldn’t it be nice to play a 
variation on that age-old theme and 
write a first program that goes like 
this instead: 


10 SAT 'HELLO WORLD" 


Well, you can - if s almost but not 
quite as easy as that. If you load your 
Extras disc and double click on 
Amiga Basic, you can see the speech 
synthesiser at work, and start 
experimenting with it. 

Easiest things first. In the List 
window, type the following line: 

5M UUNSLATEi(_HelLo there_) 


AmigaBasic beginners will see with 
relief that this is one of a new 
generation of Basics like Turbo Basic 
which doesn’t require line numbering 
and which positively encourages 
structured programming. 

Lef s consider the Say statement in 
a little more detail. The speech 
synthesiser goes through the 
following stages: 

• First, it requires a string. This can 
either be a literal string or a string 
variable like fred$, or even bits of 
strings or concatenated strings, 

• Now the string has to be converted 
into a phonemic representation which 
the synthesiser can understand, and 
thaFs done with the TRANSLATE^) 
function, 

• Finally, you use SAY to make the 
translated text come out as speech. 

If at this point you are muttering to 
yourself "A phonemic what?", I’m 
simply referring to the way in which 
the synthesiser program takes the 


► 


Speaking 

Basic 

In Part Two of his speech synthesiser series 
Rex Last tries out an interesting variation on 
an all-time favourite heginner*s program 
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feature* 



-4 

string of characters and carves it up 
into what it thinks arc the right 
sounds before then going on to utter 
them- 

Try this out with a program like the 
following: 


f red J = 'hi there’ 

PRINT frecit 

joeS = TMKHATESffredS) 

SAY joeS 
PRINT joe! 


you simply fill it up with a READ 
statement from a DATA statement, 
and then you can play around with 
the spoken word as much as you like, 
so long as you don’t give Say silly 
values. 

Program first, explanations later: 


DATA 110,0,t5fl,M2280,&4,1g,M 
REH Input "Changes please : ,a3,bS 
FOR i = 0 TO S;A£AD pa ra«»3£ C i ) : HEXT 
REH parais*Ea)E}=bJ! 

SAY TRANSLATE! ('Hi there"} ,para»sS 


Arpanet strings indicate stress). Have 
a go at tho program with the value 
1,1 . The value 1 gives you a passable 
imitation of an Amiga-Dalek* and the 
intoned value 0 is the default. 

Parameter 2 - Rate 

This parameter determines the 
speed at which the words are spoken. 
The permitted range is between the 
languid drawl of 40, and the machine- 
gun rattle of 400. The default value is 
a measured 150. To my ear, anything 
over 300 sounds garbled. 


That breaks down the first 
demonstration program line into its 
component parts. 

The output should include the line 
we saw in last month s article: 


/HAIFA DHEH1R 


That’s the Tran si ate- d phonemic 
representation of the string 'hi there" 
One way of experimenting with the 
Say command is to find out how the 
synthesiser '’speaks" the letters of the 
alphabet. That can easily be achieved: 


Note the comma after the string in 
brackets, with the mode array 
params% immediately after it. 

Run that, and you’ll find that the 
Amiga speaks in Us default mode. 
Now let’s take the gloves off and 
remove the REMs, which will enable 
us to tinker with the parameters, 
which we'll now go through one at a 
time. To get the full picture of what 
these variations achieve, i suggest you 
lengthen the string to be spoken to a 
reasonable length sentence. Here are 
the parameters for Say: 


samS-'abcd^Tgliijklinopcirstuvy-xyz" 

FOR l = 1 to 26 

SAY TRAMUATESCttflUaiMflD 

NEXT 


So far, so good. But if you’ve taken 
even a cursory look at the way in 
which the synthesiser operates you’ll 
know that you have quite a lot more 
control over it than simply throwing 
strings al it and leaving it to muddle 
through by itself. 

In fact, the command SAY is a lot 
more complicated and powerful than 
appears at first sight. There is a mode’ 
array feature which can be added to 
Say, a string of parameters which 


alter the default values. 

It’s a rather neat way of overcoming 
the problem of a function with a 
whole succession of variables- If you 
have to cope with nine parameters, as 
here, then the error potential is pretty 
impressive if you have to tag a list of 
them after the function each time you 
use it. So the mode-array concept gets 
round this problem in a neat fashion. 

If you have a nine-element array 
pa rams % to hold the parameters, you 


Parameter 0 - Pitch 

The pitch of a voice is defined as 
the relatively lowness or height of a 
sound- This is conditioned by the 4 
speed with which the vocal chords 
vibrate. So a high-pitched voice will 
he one in w hich the chords vibrate 
faster and (you guessed} a low- 
pitched gruff and manly voice will do 
the opposite. The default value is 110* 
which AmigaBasie defines as the 
normal male speaking voice. 

Run the program, and at the 
prompt, type 0,320, then you’ll get the 
highest pitch. The lowest value 
allowed is 65. Try typing a value 
outside this range, your screen will 
flash orange, and up comes the error 
message Illegal function call , You 11 
have to click on the OK box before 
you can continue. 

Parameter 1 — Modul at ion 

In other words, whether the voice is 
inflected or stays on a monotone, and 
whether syllables are stressed or not 
I (remember, the numbers in the 


Parameter 3 - Vo ice 

The default value is 0, that’s a male 
voice. To try and turn your Amiga 
into a real lady, run the progam w T ith 
the value 3,1 and you'll be a little 
disappointed- It's faintly feminine, but 
it sounds like one of those American 
TV chat show hostesses with razor- 
sharp little tongues who gargle in 
gravel every night- There's nothing 
wrong with your synthesiser - it's just 
an indication of how complex speech 
is, and how cleverly the Amiga copes 
with it. 

Click on the List window, and 
change the parameter of the Data line 
(that’s the Pitch parameter) to around 
250, and then you are treated to a 
much more seductive sounding set of 
vocal chords. 

Parameter 4 - Tuning 

This parameter controls the 
frequency which is sampled in order 
to generate the best sound balance. 

To see what happens, try the 
extremely low and almost 
incomprehensible lower limit at 
4,5000. 

The squeal that comes from the 
upper limit is on 4,28000. The default 
value is 22200- 

Parameter 5 — Volume 

Here we are dealing with a simple 
volume control in the range 0-64- The 
loudest, 04, is the default. 0 is no 
sound. Run the program with the 
setting 5,5. 

You can just about hear the sound, 

► 


I 

I 


I 

I 


I 

I 

1 
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CLUB 68000 oSehn'^ROPE 


DO YOU OWN AN AMIGACOMPUTER? 

For everyone who owns one of these computers. Club 68 000 offers members software, hardware and accessories 
at huge savings off recommended retail prices! Each item has been carefully chosen to offer the best value and quality : 

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET: When you join you will receive a free disk with a games compendium. 

A free catalogue (New every 3 months ) on the top commercial products with huge 
discounts (top games, top business programs, hardware and accessories). 

HERE’S WHAT YOU DO 

sEmS? ^ be J°w a !i!f! rt>tV i7 ,itt0 C ' Ub 68000 Ud - Your only commitment is to pay £10.00 for one year's membership 
ot Club 68000 , Suite 1, Wickham House, 2 Upper Teddington Fload, Hampton Wick, Kingston on Thames, Surrey KT1 4 DP. 


HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES 


PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE 


3.$DiSkDnwt-DDSD.l Mbyte 
5.?5Dts*Orhm - 4fW Trxks. IBM 
3.&5.%Qnk Drive - 3.9 +5.25 
3.5 Disk Drive + Track Display 
525 Track Display Disk Drive 
3.$ + $ ?5 Track. DispfayDisk Drive 
3 50iskDrivt - A2DOO Internal 
20 Harms* - A5QQ.-ttm i 2bOO 
30 Mbyte Harms* -ASWmtmQC 
40 S4Mt Harddisk - ASMf&MZOQO 
BQ Mbyte HsfMsx - ASOQWXO&OM 
StZKKitn Expansion - flaw + Clock 

1 $ Mbyte faff Extension — A500 internal 

Card, without Ram Cbm 

2 Mbyte Ram Expansion - AsoOflOW 
Midi Interface - Mi^WIhnVS Out 
Bout Setektor — External Drive Aotoboot 
dock -A1QQQ 

fife™*# Wtito DifmrASQMmWOO 
DiQiviaw Adaptor 
Floppy Switch Box— for 3 Drives 
fmock - AMXMmvm 
Ktkstarf + Clock — A JAM 
Kikstan 1.3 r MtiVmts - AS00 
Sound Digitizer — Hardware 
Swot} Digitizer - Hardware & Software 
wng Digitize/ - Prof Hardware 


R.pfi 

11)9.9$ 

14935 

249.95 

1 19.95 

mss 

mss 

99.95 

moo 

599.00 

m.oo 

moo 

129.95 

14995 

599.00 

39.35 

1299 

63.95 

169.95 

29.95 
4995 

29995 

149.95 
$9.95 
5995 

69.95 

129.95 


MEMBERS 

3395 

11995 

219.95 
9995 

129.95 

229.95 
79.95 

429.00 

523.96 

629.00 

729.00 

119.95 

1 'IBM 
54900 

29m 

8.99 

55.00 

149.95 
19.95 
33 95 

239 95 
11995 
59-95 

45.00 

55.00 

109.95 


64 Emulator 
AegisApimtor 
Aegrs Draw Plus 
Aegis Impact 
AegisSonix 
Aegis Autfionaster 
Aegis Videoscape 3D 
Aegis Videotm- 
AegisDiga 
Aginsttm t$ 
Cambridge Lisp 
Drum Studio 
Dtgfotc 
Devpac 
Digipaint 
Express Pamt 
Farms to Right 


Hercules Copy 


1UU> 

69.95 

109.95 

m.% 

69.95 
59% 

49.95 

149.95 

109.95 

59.95 
249.00 

149.95 

24.95 
3995 

59.95 

59.95 

69.95 

69.95 

29.95 

24.95 


MEMBERS 

4995 

7695 

139.95 

48.95 
4m 

34.95 
W.95 
76.85 

41.95 

186.95 

104.95 

15.95 

27.95 

41.95 

41.95 
59M 

59.95 

24.95 

14.95 



tUt.P, 

MEMSm 


Ft.R,P r 

Hwaic 

59.% 

49.95 

Page&iter Professional 

249.95 

fflttocad 

59.95 

49.95 

PbotenPamt 

69.95 

KCommtf 

29.% 

2195 

Photon Paint Utility 

24,% 

KDate 

49% 

34.95 

1 Prism Plus 

69.95 

KGadget 

29.95 

21.95 

Prownte 

6995 

Kftoget 

49.95 

34.95 

Quarterback 

4995 

KSska 

49.95 

34.95 

Superbaw Personal 

99.95 

K Spread 11 

79.95 

55 m 

Superbase Professional 

249,90 

KTgxt 

19.95 

12.95 

Sculpt 3D 

89.95 

Lcgisti.it 

99,95 

79.95 

Studio Magic 

69.95 

LatticeCliM 

169.95 

118.95 

toolkit 

3995 

MCC Pascal 

89.95 

62.95 

Turbo Stiver 3D 

139.95 

Mtcmfiche Filer 

79.% 

69.95 

TVfext 

79.95 

Macro Assembler 

69.95 

48.95 

JVShm 

79.95 

MaxipiwASOO 

9995 

79.95 

VIP Professional 

99% 

MixiplanPtvs 

149.95 

124. % 

Ultimate SntifMirackzf 

6995 

Ontegafife Database 

24.95 

15.95 

Word Perfect 4.2 

299.96 

Pagesetter 

89.% 

69.95 

X Cad Designer 

460.00 


TOP 100 GAMES 


RHP, MEMBER 

Aarghhh t9.$5 12,95 

Alternative Reality 19.95 12 95 

Army Mows 24 95 15.95 

Aim Syndrome 1995 12.95 

Auto Duet 24 95 15 95 

24.95 1595 

Bubble Bobbie 19,95 12 95 

Barbarian 24.95 15.95 

Buggy Boy 2495 1595 

Btomc Commando 24.95 15 95 

Corruption 24.95 1595 

Capons 29.95 19.95 

Captain Stood 24.95 15.95 

Carrier Command 24.95 1595 

Cbftmoqmt 29.95 19.95 

Datey Thompson 24 95 1595 

Defenders of Crown 2995 19 95 

Eddie Edwards Super Ski 19.99 12 99 

Empire Strikes Back 19 . 35 12 95 

fright Night 19.95 12.95 

Fowxtatm Waste 24.95 15.95 

Flight Simulator ft 3995 2195 

F.Sim ft Scenery Disk 24.95 1595 

Fin A Forget 24.95 1595 

Footbafi Director 11 24 95 1599 


Football Manager ft 

19.95 

12.95 

Qveriander 

n.rr.rt 

19.95 

12.95 

4th £ Inches 

19.95 

12.95 

Obliterator 

24.95 

15.95 

Fed. of Free Traders 

29.95 

19.95 

Pawn 

24.95 

15.95 

Gams Peck (5 games) 14.99 

9.99 

Pub Pool 

9.95 

6 95 

Gar nun 

24.99 

15.99 

Peter Beardsley's Soccer 24.95 

15.95 

Garrison II 

24.95 

15.95 

P.O.W. 

29.95 

19.95 

Gold Runner ll 

24.95 

15.95 

Platoon 

24,95 

15.95 

1 Gridstart 

14.95 

9.95 

Phantasm 

24,95 

15.95 

Gunship 

24.95 

15.95 

Quadraiien 

24.95 

15.95 

Hunt For Red October 

24 95 

15.95 

Vuentox 

14.95 

9.95 

Ikari Warriors 

19.95 

12.95 

Roadwars 

19.95 

12.95 

Impossible Mission fl 

24 99 

15.99 

Rocket Ranger 

29.95 

19.95 

International Soccer 

24.95 

15 95 

Rockford 

19.95 

12,95 

Kfkstanu 

995 

695 

Road Blasters 

24.95 

1595 

King ol Chicago 

2995 

19.95 

Revenge ft 

9.95 

6.95 

Karting Grand Prix 

9.95 

6.95 

Sargon III Chess 

24.99 

15.99 

Leatherneck 

19.95 

12.95 

'Sentinel 

19.95 

1295 

Lggend of the Sword 

24.95 

15.95 

Skrul 

24.95 

15.95 

Live & Let Die 

24.99 

15.99 

Slaygon 

19.95 

12.95 

Maniax 

19.95 

12.95 

Star Gtider if 

24.95 

15.95 

Menace 

24.95 

15.95 

Star Ray 

24.95 

15.95 

Motorbike Madness 

14.99 

9.99 

StarWbrs 

19.95 

12 95 

Nebufus 

19.99 

1299 

Street Sports Basketball 19.99 

12.99 

Netherworld 

19.99 

12.99 

Summer Olympiad 

19.95 

12.95 

Offshore Warrior 

24.95 

1595 

Sorcery Plus 

19.99 

12.99 


Space Racer 
Strip Poker ft 
Star Goose 
Street Fighter 
Sky Chase 
Siletit Service 
Space Harrier 


Terropods 
Telraquest 
Thundercats 
Triad 

Trivial Pursuit if 

UMS 

Virus 

Wctorball 

Winter Games 

Wizard W^rz 

WorfdGames 

Winter Olympiad 

Wizbalt 

World Darts 

Whirfygig 


1999 

U.95 

24.95 

24.95 

24.95 

24.95 

24.95 

19.95 

24.95 

19.95 

24.95 
24.95 
19.99 

24.95 

19.95 

9.95 
24 95 
2499 
2495 

19.95 
2495 

14.95 

19.95 
1995 
19.99 


MEMBERS 

199.95 

55.00 
1795 

49.95 

79.95 

34.95 

69.95 

174.95 

35.00 
55.90 

24.95 

99.95 
5995 

59.95 

79.95 

48.95 
20995 
399% 


MEMBERS 

12.9$ 

995 

15.95 

15.95 

15.95 

15.95 

15.95 
1295 
1595 

12.95 

15.95 

19.95 

12.99 
1595 
1295 
695 

15.95 

15.99 

15.95 

12.95 

15 95 I 

9.95 

12.95 1 
12.95 
1299 ( 


CLUB 68000 INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Mail to CLUB 68000, Suite 1, Wickham House, 2 Upper Teddington Hoad. Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames. Surrey KT1 4DP 
Please send me £_ ^ 

£ £ 

— £ Total £ 

Type of computer. Pius Membership only £10.00 

Software: Free Post & Packaging within the UK. Europe £1.00 Overseas £3. 00. Hardware: Courier service £6.00 enclosed 

O Cheque enclosed □ Visa/Access/Mastercard □ PostalOrder O Credit Card No. f I I I I I II I I I I I I f 

Name — Signature Expiry Date 


Address— 

Postcode. 


Telephone No 


Please allow 28 days for delivery 
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We at M.D. Office Supplies would like to take this 
opportunity to apologise to all its competitors. We shall 
with immediate effect supply, COMPUTER DISCS AND 
STORAGE BOXES ETC., AT BELOW WHOLESALE PRICES 


JUST LOOK AT THESE AMAZING OFFERS 


25 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI with 50 Capacity Lockable Storage Box ....£1 2.49 
50 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box.... £18.49 
75 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI with 100 Capacity Lockable Storage Box..,. £23.49 
1 00 5.25" DS-DD 96 TPI with 1 00 Capacity Lockable Storage Box.... £29.49 
ALL DISCS ARE CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE, AND ARE SUPPUED WITH 

FULL USER SETS 


20 3.5" DS-DD 1 35 TPI with 40 Capacity Lockable Storage Box £21.95 

30 3.5" DS-DD 135 TPI with 80 Capacity Lockable Storage Box. .,...£29.95 
40 3.5“ DS-DD 1 35 TPI with 80 Capacity Lockable Storage Box ...... £36.95 

50 3.5" DS-DD 1 35 TPI with 80 Capacity Lockable Storage Box £43.95 

60 3.5“ DS-DD 135 TPI with 80 Capacity Lockable Storage Box £49.95 

80 3.5“ DS-DD 1 35 TPI with 80 Capacity Lockable Storage Box...... £67.95 

ALL DISCS ARE CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE, AND ARE SUPPUED WITH 

LABELS 


5.25" DS/HD 1.6Mb 


price and quality guarantee 

All our Discs are top quality products and are certified I Qm error (fee Should you ever see a cornparaflg. product 
advertised in this magazine at a lower price we will not match it we will 
BEA T rr G UA RANTEE D 

M.D. OFFICE SUPPLIES 

1 8 CRESCENT WAY, FARNBOROUGH, KENT BR6 9LS 
TELESALES HOTLINES: 0689-61400 


aaajo 




■FEATURE! 


If you can’t, chances are that the 
speaker volume control isn't turned 
up sufficiently. I could still just about 
hear the voice over the sound of the 
computer’s fan and the wind blowing 
outside when the sound value was set 
to 1, 

Parameter 6 - Channel 

This is a little more complicated, 
and can best be expressed in terms of 
this table: 

0,3 — sound is from the left audio 
output. 

1,2 - sound is from the right audio 
output. 

lfl - any available left or right pair 
of channels for output. 

As you might expect, 10 is the 
default. 

For fuller details, the AmigaBasic 
manual gives you a Channel 
assignment table on Page B-132. 

To find out what is happening in 
detail, write a loop assigning 
parameter 6 the values 0-11 and you 
can then determine the exact 


differences. In normal use, it’s safest 
to keep this parameter at the default 
value. 

Parameter 7 - Mode 

At the default value of 0, the 



synthesiser is in synchronous mode. 
The interpreter pauses until the 
speech act is over before going on to 
the rest of the program. The 
alternative, asynchronous, value is 1, 

If you set parameter 7 to 1, and 
printed ‘This is what I am saying” as 
the next program line, then the string 
"This is w r hat I am saying" would 
appear as it is being spoken. With the 
default, the synthesiser speaks first, 
then the string appears. 

Parameter 8 - Control 

When the Mode setting is T, the 
Amiga has to be told what to do in a 
situation when a numher of Say 
statements come one after the other. 
The default is II, in other words, one 
string is dealt with at a time. The 
other values either stop the string 
being spoken (l}, or interrupt it (2). 

• So tar, so good. But what about a 
program which demonstrates the 
benefits of speech and has a little 
educational value, perhaps? You'd 
have to wait until next time For that. 


A.MA.S 


The Advanced 
Midi Amiga 
. Sampler 


The Hardware 

A M A S. is a full feature S-BIT STEREO 
audio digitiser complete with a full 
implementation MIDI interface, all built into 
the SAME stylish wedge shaped hardware 
unit which fully complements the computer, 
no messy extras are required. The digitiser 
accepts mono or stereo inputs via its line 
input sockets and is provided with an extra 
microphone input socket for direct vocal 
signal input, The MIDI sockets comprise of 
MIDI IN, OUT & THRU. Hardware versions 
exist for the A1Q0Q and A500/2000 formats. 

The Software 

THE SAMPLER/ EDITOR 

The ultimate graph ics/mouse user 
interface. Left, right or stereo 
sampling. Sampling rates of up to 
28KhzDual real time oscilloscopes, 

(1 for each chan net.) Real time sped rum 
analyser. Auto record trigger on input 
level. Up to 8 "BANKS’ on 2 Meg machines 
(20Q-250k reg. per bank) Up to 10 stereo 
samples per bank. Load & Save samples in 
RAW or IFF data formats. Filter ON /OFF for 
computers inbuilt filter where applicable, 

All editing facilities work in stereo or mono. 
Editing includes: - 

CUT, PASTE, INSERT, DELETE, 

COPY, OVERLAY (MIX), REVERSE 
FADE IN /OUT, VOLUME, 

UP /DOWN, SAMPLE SHRINK/ 

STRETCH, FILTER, STEREO 
PAN, STEREO “BOUNCE*, 

CHANNEL SWAP. 


THE MIDI SUPPORT 

Selectable MIDI channel. OMNI/POLYPHO NIC 
eperaiion (with up to 4 voice POLY). MIDI 
controlled sample frequency shift. Each 
sample in a bank can be assigned to a MIDI 
note value. Samples can be r MAPPED" 
across MIDI channel range. Samples may be 
played from AMIGA keyboard (MONO only). 
Plays samples from currently selected sample 
'BANK'. Single BANK load/ ^ 

save operation. 


Hardware compatible with many other MIDI 
software packages already available for the 
AMIGA, no other extras are required, 
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AMIGA SPECIALISTS 


ACCESSORIES 


Floppy switch box 

4 Connects up to 3 drives 

■ No n«d to turn your computer anted 
to disconnect cables 

Clock Cartridge 

* Pitied in seconds, no soldering 

* Battery backed up clock 

■ Retains time and dote 

A 1000 Kick start 1.3, 'clock 

* Plugs into expansion port 

* New version kickstarl 

* Battery operated -dock 

A 500 Kick start 1.3,' antivirus 

* Easy to fit 

* New version fc»ekstarl 

* Virus protect program 

Boot selector 

* Autoboot tram an external drive 

Epcom programmer 

" Easy to use 

* For ASOft 1000(2000 {slate modal) 

* Programs 2754127125/27256(27512 
" All A/CMOS types 

’ Complete with software 


GENLOCK A 500 1000 2000 iSTAIe modeu 


12-99 

149.95 


■ PrOleSsinral genlock, easy Ip use 

■ Low cost, enabling you to merge computer 
graphics wilt) live video & record the 
results on a VCR 




Midi interface 

* Fqr A5O0i'lCKX).'2CO0 (State model) 

* Compatible With leading packages 

* Midi in, 3 midi out. midi Ihru 


- Far ASOOdQQO (stale mod#) 

■ Compatible with leading packages 

* Connects to parallel port 

* Use for music £ speech digitizing 

Professional sound digituer 

* The ultimate ster« sound digit Her 
makes the Others sound like tdyS. 

* Compatible With leading packages 

■ For A5OO,'lOOa'20OQ (state model) 

■ Connects to parallel port 


X 


HARD DISKS A 500 1 GOO 2000 i^t ate model. 

* Supplied ready to run 


■ Built ifi power Supply 


* Includes cables and software 


* Compatible with ram expansion units 


4 You can place your monitor on top 


pf the hard disk unit 


20 mbyte hard disk 

499.00 

30 mbyte hard disk 

599 00 

40 mbyte hard disk 

699 00 

60 mbyte hard disk 

799.00 





EXTERNAL DISK DRIVES 


4 Top Quality slim line NEC mechanism 
■ Through port lot daisy chaining 

* Onteff switch 

* With or without track display 

* 5.25" drives, aq.'BO tracks. IBM, Amiga 
DOS compatible 


r 


3-5" disk drive 

3.5" track display disk drive 

5u25" disk drive 

5.25" track display disk drive 

3 5 5 25 multi disk drive 

3.5'5.25 track display multi drive 

3.5" internal A2000 disk drive 


99,95 

129-95 

12995 

149.95 

229.95 
239 95 

99 95 


RAM EXPANSIONS 


A 500 51 2K ram expansion 

* Upgrade to l mbyte, tilted in 
seconds, plugs into expansion port 

■ With dock, battery operated tu 
retain time, 'date 

A50Q l .6 mbyte ram expansion 

* Same as A50D Specihcations except 
uses 16X 1 mbyte ram chips 

* Ram chips not supplied 

A 500(1000 2 mbyte ram expansion 

* Fitted in seconds, no soldering, 
simply pings into expansion port 

* Mora space for data storage 

* Faster program execution 


HOW TO ORDER 

BY PHONE 

3 w m 

U K. 01-977 953B 

U.K. Orders, post Free 
E urope and overseas at Post 

Oflice rales 8 

HOLLAND 040 433320 

Courier Service £6 



BY POST 


Send Cheques Payable i ec- 

ADORE**; 

us Action 

US Action. Suite 1 
Wickham House 

BY FAX 

2 Upper Teddinglon Rd 
Hampton Wick 
Kingston 
Surrey KTl 4DP 

U K 01977 5354 
Holland 040-433295 

US Action, Grate Berg 70. 561 1 KL, 
Eindhoven. Holland. 
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E VERYONE has a quest in Life, 
Some spend years in silent 
contemplation on a Tibetan 
mountainside, some try to amass the 
definitive collection of Belgian 
stamps. And the sane own Amigas, 
For many of this last group of 
dissatisfied souis f there is but one 
route to Nirvana — the possession of 
the perfect colour printer, 

Rut most of us have to compromise. 
The perfection of the glossy 
photographic poster is still out of 
reach somewhere in the financial 
stratosphere. The better ink jet 
printers will still leave the current 
account in need of an oxygen mask. 
However, there is a large choice of 
cheap, and not so cheap, impact 
printers for those who still dream but 
prefer to breath as well. 

One of the not-$o~cheap variety is 
the new Citizen HQP-40, Citizen^ 
initially a Japanese watch maker and 
still ticking along as such, has 
recently set up a factory at 
Scunthorpe. Many Japanese 
companies are busy with such 
ventures, tempted both by the 
attractive packages offered in 
economically depressed areas and by 
the thought of having a production 
facility inside Europe when 1992 
comes around and trade restrictions 
really start to bite. * 

Enough of the economics. The 


What’s got 24 pins 
and looks good on 
paper? No, not a 
dozen Madonna 
clones , but the new 
model Citizen HQP-40 
colour printer. Rupert 
Goodwins checks its 
forms and sees if this 
citizen ’s arresting 

HQP-40 - boring name, whatever 
happened to the Valiants arid 
Imperials of old? - is a 24 pin dot 
matrix, plain paper and inky ribbon 
printer that has a colour option, It's 
quite expensive, with a price tag of 
£559 and the rainbow bits costing 
another £59. Coming from Citizen it 
has to be good, but £600 good? 

First impressions are of yet another 
printer. Finished in the legally 
required off-white, it has a set of 
buttons on the front poised above an 
intriguing flap. The first button 
chooses the type style from draff (as 
fast as you can, my man. I've gol a 
train to catch], correspondence (for 

► I 






REVIEW 


writing letters)^ letter quality (for 
writing quality letters) and prop 
spacing. 

This isn't lor airmail, rather it prints 
text with the space between the 
individual letters adjusted to look 
good rather than constant. This has 
the secondary effect of changing the 
length of words on the page, so any 
tables nr structured text your word 
processor might produce will look 
mighty odd. Which is why Citizen 
puts the option on a button. 

The next button selects the kind of 
font. Or rather it doesn’t, because the 
HQF-40 only comes with the one font. 
Pressing the button makes a little light 
marked IC CARD Hash in a yellowish 
way; this is nature's way of telling 
you to go out and spend another £35. 
More on this potential expenditure 
later. 


A NOTHER button is marked 

both Line Feed and Form Feed; 
press it briefly and the paper 
advances just the one line. Hold it 
down for more than a second or so 
and the rest of the page spools out. 

The final button is the On Line 
switch, and connects and disconnects 
the printer from the computer. 

That flap, marked with a tempting 
Push, hides a healthy complement of 
DTP switches. DTP? Dual Inline 
Package, the jargon for the way in 
which the electrical connections leave 
the switch and completely irrelevant 
to their function, which is to control 
the way the printer works. 

These switches, unlike the more 
public buttons atop them, only have 
an effect when the printer is first 
switched on and are thus used for 
more or less permanent settings. The 
32 switches with which the HQP-4D is 
blessed set up things like the baud 
rate for the serial interface - the 
printer has both serial and parallel as 
standard - the type style in which the 
machine starts, how many lines to 
print to the inch, all that sort of thing, 
Roring hut necessary, and it's nice 
to see that these essential functions 
are easy to get at and to change. 

Remember that flashing yellow 
light? This stroboscopic inducement 
to personal impoverishment is trying 
to tell you to plug in an extra font 
card. On the flap of plastic that covers 
the top of the printer is a sort of 
plastic sunroof beneath which are a 
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Good with primary colours, but mixes are muddy 


couple of slots. These accept cards 
containing a memory chip which can 
either hold a new r typeface or a 
program for the printer to make it 
pretend to be something other than 
the Epson LQ-BtHI it normally 
imitates. 

Other printers have adopted this 
approach before, hut apart from laser 
printers, whose owners have resigned 
themselves to a costly life. it hasn't 
taken off. 

The new wind of sanity that's 
ruffling the toupee of the printer 
world hasn't missed Citizen, as the 
sockets for the serial and parallel 
interfaces have moved from the 
normal hack position to the right- 
hand side where they can't foul the 
paper. Or rather they wouldn't if I 
didn't usually put my printers to the 
right-hand side of my computers, but 
that’s probably my fault. 


H AVING hoth sorts of interface 
is useful , especially if the 
parallel port on Amy is tied up with a 
sampler or somesuch. Unfortunately, 
the power socket is still at the back of 
the printer, a problem mitigated 
because it's offset from the area where 
the paper enters and exits. 

Paper movement 3s an area where 
many printers have problems. The 
Citizen has a w ide variety of options 
to wind in the woodpulp. including 
an effective automatic paper load, 
Programmers, hackers and leaflet 


producers tend to use fanfold paper, 
whereas less ardent hobbyists and 
gamers w r ith the odd letter to write 
prefer the single sheet. 

The HQP-40 copes with hoth, 
coming as it does with a plater to hold 
sheets and a tractor mechanism to 
pull or push continuous stationery 
through the machine, as this 
collection of cogs and spikes can be 
mounted in tw r o positions. 
Furthermore, the paper can enter 
either from behind or beneath, which 
means that most people should be 
able to slot the Citizen into their 
current layout. 

The automatic paper load came as a 
surprise, since it sprang into action as 
I was trying to load up a single sheet 
without realising that the printer was 
capable of grabbing it from my hand. 
It was and it did, pausing only to 
position the paper perfectly before 
lining up the head. This, and all the 
many other options, are detailed in 
the manuals. 

Unfortunately, the manuals fall 
down on a number of points. Firstly, 
and for no particularly good reason 
there arc two of them - the User's 
Manual and the Reference Manual. 
Why? Goodness knows; where, for 
example, would you expect to find! 
the DIP switch settings to make the 
printer start up in Letter Quality arid 
where the code to tell your word 
processor to switch the printer into 
Letter Quality? One of these is in 
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BYTEBACK 


Ring us now! 0636-79097 we r re programmed to 


help 




DELIVERY 

SERVICE 

. . . and the keenest prices 


NEW LOW PRICES? . . . Including VAT end GUARANTEED RETURN OF POST delivery on ALL stock items? 


GAMES ONLY! ■ COMPILATIONS ONLY! ■ Less Thao Half Price ONLY! 


|new releases 

ONLY? ■ 

GAMES 

ONLY! 

Mari* Whitakers XmatBox 

9.90 

Feud......,,,. 

690 

OevCom 5 

15,95 

Firepower 

15,00 

California Games 

15.90 

Football Manner 3 

- 12.90 

Sadie Chew 

15.90 

15.90 

15.90 

Flight Simulator 

Jel - 

27,90 

27.90 

Heroes o? the Unc« 

...... 1B.90| 

* Scenery 7 or 11 

* European Scenery .... ,.., 

■ .Ijirun ftr-anvu 

15,90 

...... 12.90 

12-90 

Thunders lade 

1S,9q 

Iron Loid 

is on 


Putty -Sftgn 

aiMiHi |5 95 

Garfield 

l 6 .se 

Chuckle Egg „ 

12.90 

Gatfison 1 or Z 






Federation of Free Traders , 

19.90 

Guo Bee Air Rally 

Hunt lev Red October 

...15.90 


TRIAD - 3 Gam# Pack .. 


BartMinan, Defender I ha Crown. Slarglider 


Double DnqMl 1JJ.0G 

Barbarian 2 15.90 

Superman ..... ...... ..... 15.90 

Circus Games 1100 

jSpeedball U.M | 

Daley Thempswi ifi^o 

inLemalbnaf Socw 1 2.90 

Bomjouzrt „ 12,90 

N 16.90 


Kikstart 

Leatherneck 


15-90 

15.90 

— 12-90 
,690 


6.90 

...... 12.90 


lilwihatton Dealer* . 


.15.90 


Major Motion.. 


Pioneer Plague _ 14 .m] 

Tfliw of Lwt 16.90 

No Excwh 12,90 

Powsrpiay 12.90 

Outrun , 15.90 


Marble Madness .. 


Shoot up Construct Kit 1+rt , 

14, 90 

Pacnwiia 

12.00 

Rocket Rangw.. 

15.00 


Ninja Mtsion 

[Nigel Haneefl Grind F 

Otf Shore Warner 

POw„ 


12,90 

12,90 

19.90 

15.90 

^-.6-90 


■■11.90 | 


SdHaire Rdyale .. 

Cytaernold ., 


15.90 

-15-90 


Quanto* „.._ 

Sargon III 


Zynapa .. 


Peter Beardsley Football ., 
PLaloon 


Sex Vixens from Space , 19.90 


L. Conuuter People .. 

Space Pacer ......... 

Tracker 


Imposfcble M lsttlofi 2 
| Captain Blood „... 


9.90 

,...12.90 
.™1S.W 
._.. 15.90 


Puwerplay 

Quadra! bn 

Return lo Aiiams .. 
Return to C 
Robbeary . 


14 90 


Ingrids Back 
FpotbM Director 2 .. 
Trwla) Pursuit 2 ....... 

Nebulus 


..12.90 
,. 12.90 
,. 12.90 
..15.90 


Scrabble Deluxe .. 
Seninel,. u . u ,. U H-^ 

Sidewinder 

Silent Service 

SKychajse 

Shylox 

Skflox II 



1190 

IB. 90 

.,9.90 

.....15,90 

12-90 

„... 15.90 
.....12.90 
,k*1S.*0 
..... 12.90 
^...12.90 
™ 15.90 
_ 12.90 
.... 12.90 
.,,,.12.90 
... 12.90 

6.90 

....15.90 

12.90 

B.9Q 

15.90 

12.90 

16.50 

15.90 


[SUrglMeTiT 


Star Ray .. 


■■■■14.90 1 


Slieel Fighter 

Street Gang ., 

Strike Force Harrier ,., 


16.90 

15.90 

19.90 

9,90 

.....15.90 


Carnet Command 
Ghees maflier 2000 
Crystal Hanrner 

Dark Castle, 

Ebemlw 


Fusion 


Femanber Must Die ... 
Ferrari Formula One 
Formula 1 Grand Pra . 


.14.90 


15.90 

1190 

...... 12.90 


St rip Poker 2+ „... 

.9,90 

* Data Disk 1 

6.90 

Sub Batfie Si mulaior _ 

— 16.90 

Buritner OlyiTpiari 

12.90 

TBncMpods 

15-90 

Teel Drive 


Teiri* ......... 

12-90 

Three Sloospa. ...„ 

Ifl.BO 

TlriiaBandf 

12.90 

Tracker 

i6,90 

VeeotttbaM 

son 


| VI rut — 


Wtzbail 

.....15 90 

Whirligig 

12 90 

WorW Twr Golf 

15-00 


HIT CMSKS rVdl. 11 

t fi on 

Gtildrunner, Karala Kid li 
Jupiter Piebe, Siaygon 

MEC.AP AC K 

in on 

Pluioe, Mouse Trap, Saccmct 04 
Winter Olympiad. Suicide Mission 

super b 

re On 

Thai Qoxlng, Karting Grand Pr1x„ Grid Start. 
Flight Path 737, Las Vegas, XR35 

LEADER BOARD BIRCH L 15.90 

Leadsrbeaid Golf 4 Toumamenr Dnk 

[ADVENTURES 

ONLY! ] 

! 

1 

1 

16.&0 

Ahemaie Realty 

12.90 

Annate ol Rome 

f6.90 

Balance of Power 

10.90 

Bards Tale 

15.90 

Bards Tale 2 

........ 15.60 

Bermuda Project.. 

15,90 

Bejrand Zorti 

15,90 

Borrowed Time 

1590 

Chntvra Quest 

16,90 

Cfimption 

....15 90 

Defender of the Grow 

16.90 

DejaVii 

16.90 

Fatty Tale 

16.90 

Gnome Ranger 

.640 

Guild oi Thieves ...... 

1590 

Hacker i or 2 

I6.«J 

Hhchhfcers Guide 

ia.90 

King gl Chicago .... , , 

16.90 

LanoeMrt 

12.00 

Monville Manor 

is on 

Pawn 

............ 15.90 

Romantic Eneounfars 

1 5.90 

Seven CkHBe of Gold 

990 


_ m . m ifion 

Sherlock 

15.90 

Siribad 

19.60 

Tanglewood 

12,90 

Ta« Times Tone Town 

15,00 

UninvliBd 

18.60 

ART 8i MUSIC 

onlyTI 

TV Text 

AORUM 

47-90 

2960 

Aegis Animaf Imaoes 

Comte Setter 

69.00 

55 60 

Deluxe Paint Z 

47.00 

Deluxe Prim 2 

„ 54 60 

Deluxe Phat&lafc 

47 90 

Deluxe Video ... 


Deluxe M ua te Con. Set 

Digiview Gold (PAL) 

[Napalm (PAL) 

.. N 

-,,'Z.IZ!!, 47.90 

09.90 

29.90 

FamnHeun 

...27.90 

Instant Mufic 


Pixmae 

37 an 

Pro Sound Designer ......... 

Pro Midi Plus 

66.00 

2790 

Phtjon Paint . 

47.90 

Scultp 3D (PAL) . . .^.. 

57.90 

Tha DireaDr 

42 go 

unmale Sound Tracker 

57M 


LANGUAGES 

ONLY! 1 

CantiridgB Ltep 

.. . . 1 1? Sfl 

Hieefi Devpac Amiga 

Lattice C |1SEW Veraion 5) .. 

Lattice C** (NEW) 

MCC Macro Assembler 

44.00 

170.50 

270.90 

47.90 


Chalenger 

Final Trip 



4,00 

Leader board 

gjr) 

Arena and Bralaccw 

,^..,..^.^.^0.00 

City Qelenoe 

7^40 

Final Mluiui 

9.00 

Goldrunnef 

9 60 

JUTO Jet 

7.40 

Karale Kid 2 

Knlghl Oc 

,90CF 

Vanpiiae Errpire 

760 

Mhmon Elevaler 

9,90 

Skf FjghtBf 

Space Port 

Strange New World 

7.40 

0.00 

740 

Terramar 

990 

Vader 

j an 

Thaxder 

0.00 

Bad Cat 

g>.B0 

Fortress Underground 

.-4.00 

[UTILITIES 

ONLY? 1 


The Chile* Choice 90.9$ 

* Kind Words - Word Processor 

* Microfiche Filer - Database 

* Maxi plan 500 -Spreadsheet 


home Accounts 22.90 

Knd Words ...... 37,90 

Pretext 79.90 

Scribble 2 .69.90 

Softwood Wrtte FHe 69.90 

Super Base Personal 47.90 

SuperSaae Personal 2 &6.90 

Supers**# Professional 174.90 

SuperPlan ..69.90 


ACCESSORIES ONLY! 


Locking Disk Box (40*) 

Locking Disk Sex (BO*) 

M ED W BOX (Holds 150) .. 
3-5' Dteka DS/DO (*10) .... 


..,.7.90 
....9.90 
.. 19.90 
.. 10.90 


L Furry Mouse Cover! , 


MOUSE BRACKET . 

Mouse Mat .... 

Keyboard cover 


3® 

2.90 

6,90 

5.90 


JOYSTICKS ONLY? 


Joystick - Mouse Extension .. 

WIZ CAR D control ler 

[Chall#ng#f 

Quickshct II 

Gulckshct II Turbo 


,,4.90 

,..3.90 


Z*W] 


[The Naviga tor. 


...7.90 

..12.90 


Competknn Pra 5000-., 
Conpetlign Pra Extra... 
Arcadia 


,,12.00 


....14,90 
.... 1500 
...-.16,90 


Xenon .. 

Zoom 


,.,,12,90 
..... 1 2.90 


MCC P®chJ (Version 2) 64.90 

Module 2 Sanderd p? 90 _____ 

Moduia 2 DemkaiBrt 1 14.90 CUM ANA 3.5: iMB Disk Driw 


HARDWARE 

ONLY! 

AMIGA A 500 ......^ 

369.00 

(Free Gamee and JoystlcKl) 
AMIGA A500 + 1064-5 

.,,,,,.619.00 

1064-9 Monitor 

—™.„. 206.00 

| Cherry Graphic* Tablet ... 

mM] 

A501 RAMyCLQOK «dMntl*n . 
OENLOCK (A5O0) 

12100 

.... 260,00 

STAR LC10 Printer Mono: 249,00 j 

(both inc. lead) Colour: 279.D0 | 

Supra 20Mb hard Disk 

649.00 


The above is just o small selection ol our MAST stock of AMIGA software! 
Collets welcome; Normal Office Hours - 24 Hour Telephone Service? 


BYTEBACK 

DEPT AC. 6 MUMBY CLOSE, NEWARK, NOTTS NG24 1JE 


Cheque, postal 
orders or credit 
card facilities 
are available 
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MAIL ORDER 

for all your 
software 
needs 


Qfjotttufe' 



GAMES/STRATEGY 


BUSINESS /UTILITIES 


Albedo -v 

Around Irh* World in 80 &oyi 14,65 

Baida Chew - 1 B 

Belter Dead ihern AJiin .., 14. I Q 

Chimon 5 14.25 

Chubby Gr.»ll* 1^22 

Fwi OH -SO 

Fi«*i - - 

H^mi of rhe Low* 1 6 95 

Htahway fWUi - ■ 1 5. 30 ■ ■ -j. 

Hoi boat 1 8.40 CalLiarCiplw 

Lanoefc# 14 25 Combrkljg* liip 

Comk 5*H*r 


Aegii Animator InwigM 79.50 

Aegh Sonia. . 36.95 

Aagii Vkkowop* 3-0 103.95 

Amigo liflhfc, Comtra, Action . 43.95 

Amigo Modall** 3 -D 51.50 

Amigo Pruww*d Osiigiwf CompMe 59.95 

Amigo feuby View/Term 73.95 

Amiga Synlhia 69.95 

Aiho'* CoHigirofonh. 43.95 

Aiioc 'i C Compiler froMiitoad 141 .95 

Calligrapher ColortonH * 5.00 


9495 

J HU 50.95 

CriUc'i Choke Compilation 1Q9.95 

Deluxe Mwlic Corwlructkw 5*t , . ... 51.34 

Deluxe Photo Lob - 51. 20 

Deluxe Vide* ...5 1.20 

26 20 


rrtWiJ 14.25 

Lombard/ RAC Roily ■■ l«-« 

I 0 . 9 S 

WofcUt/Th. Book oF 4 v* pood 10,95 

Mania* 15.30 

No txww* }*» 

Pioneer ftogu* 14.75 

Quanto*.......^ 1 JO 

Sobbewy 1 5.30 

Rocket fiongof 16.40 

Stordider 2 17 *0 

TimeialLfflte - 19.30 

zzzz "z. zzzz . ! o « w $<* 

Z<fmpt 14.50 Home Anoueb 21 .20 


Digidro*d 


52.46 



42.95 

Oigiviemf 3 
DOS to DOS 


1 24.95 

26.95 

Efccsllmci „„...r F 


175.00 

Expreea Pcinf2 

ftrfUftMOUfKI ,„ ttItrpfi 


47.50 


75.00 

Oolileo 


42 95 


iMerchang* . . . .......... . .... ............. .. . ■— . 34.42 

IntoCAD 47-95 

K£*ka 40000 Anembler V| .5 34.95 

K- Spread 2 ............. 56, B4 

Karafanh- 42.95 

Lattice Amigodwi C V$.0 177.00 

Mrilthtf FV 3120 

Mathomai™ 51 .22 

M™ Fkn A500 ... 74.95 

MCC Fated V2 ,..45.95 

Mkto BaWMiew Text [each] 15.30 

Midoliche Filer 56 . 95 

Modulo 2 Standard Syitem 74 50 

Page Flipper flui FA 67.95 

Photon Psifil — 52,95 

Photon Video 73.50 

Pro Video Am 1 80 00 

htoVrt 1*2..— ,...44.95 

Publiiher Ptoe 72.50 

SAM Owe - 70-40 

Sculpt 343 Amrnoto 93.38 

Saundtcape Promidi Studio 1 25.95 

SuperboH P*rw«tol 2 71 .95 

True Satie 3-D Grophke 29.95 

Turbe Silver 3-D I CM .95 

TV SFWfV [«ch) 49.95 

Ward Perfect V4. 1 ........... 196.95 

Zumabnfe 25.95 


Amiga &a*ic Intide « CM 14.99 

Amiga Machine Language 11.50 

AmigaDOS Mo rival (2nd Iditiool 19.75 

& 0 .K 0 II Camera 19900 

Cherry ‘A3 Digitizing Tdblel 540.00 

Cherry TabM Drive* ...» 29.00 

Diglpie Frame Grabber 249 00 

Htochi 450 Lin* Camera 259.00 

Prcfe*t*onciGeelc<* .. 745.00 

Canon 1080ACdesur InkJet 499.00 

Epeon FX00O Mato* ....439.00 

Epton LX6O0 Main* 2B5.00 

Juki 5510P MhItbi 265.00 

lineal Modem 130.00 

Mi rade WS2000 Modem I 10 00 

Catia CZ230S Midi Keybawd 250.00 

..... 705.00 

495.00 

J iA20W] . 430.00 

A520 Modulator ...23,50 

Monitor Stortton Stand 1 5- 23 

ASOOCoflUol Centre ...... 35 .00 

Mane Hw* ..,...*.50 

Moui* Mot. 4,50 

Mou» Brocket 3-50 

A5O0 Duel Cover 7.50 

Glaredown (1 2" Screen] 15-25 


AMIGA A500 
BUSINESS PACKAGE 

£ 795*00 


AMIGA A2000 
& Colour Monitor 

£ 1465*00 


Exlernol 3.5* 
Disk Drive 

£ 92,95 


GENLOCK 

(PAL) 

£ 259.00 


HANDY 

SCANNER 

£ 265.00 


EASYL DRAWING 
TABLET 

£ 279.00 



Juft because you don't see it - doesn't m«n wt haven't got it 
For full details, send a large slampad addressed envalape 
Pleas# mo k# cheques ond postal Md*ra payable toi 

'COTTAGE SOFTWARE” 

Please endorse cheques with bankers card mjinber 

p.O, Box No. 8, Show, OL2 SQN. Tele phone! 0706 845565 




OFTWARE 

NEW NEW 

* * * AMIGA SOUNDBLASTEFI * * * 

The AMIGA SOUNDBLASTER \s a small stereo amplifier that comes 
complete with 2 high quality 20 WATT 3 way speakers. It is easily 
connected to your Amiga 500/2000 and adds a new dimension to all 


games* 


Everyone knows that the Amiga has the best sound facilities available 
on any popular computer today. Unfortunately until now, unless you 
could connect your Amiga to your stereo system you could not 
appreciate the quality of the sound 


* Comes complete with 2 high quality stereo speakers 

* Twin volume/balance controls 

* Headphone Socket 

* Very easy to connect 

* Compatible with all software/hardware 


+ * Free stereo headphones with all orders for 
a limited period * * 

Amiga Soundblaster is just £39.99 
including VAT and £2.00 P&P 


SIREN SOFTWARE TEL 061 228 1831 
84/86 PRINCESS ST., MANCHESTER Ml 6NG 
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■ REVIEW! 


User's* the other in Reference. 

Secondly* the manuals are an odd 
shape, very tall and thin. No, not just 
reviewer's pique; I d like to be able to 
keep them on the bookshelf with the 
rest of the books I might need In a 
hurry, They don’t fit. They'll get lost 
Ariel for why? Ask Goodness again. 

Thirdly* they're full of grammatical 
mistakes and structural flaws* the 
most glaring of which is the "lets get 
down to basics" Chapter 2. This tells 
you what words like platen mean. 
Unfortunately most of those words 
have been used in Chapter 1. 

And lastly* they are sometimes 
plain wrong. For example. 
Commodore and Sinclair computers 
will, it states, "need a suitable 
converter to convert (their) output to 
parallel or serial format". Of my three 
Sinclair [I was young and foolish 
once) and one Commodore 
computers* not one needs such an 


adaptor. This could lose Citizen sales 
in the High Street, where wrong 
statements like those confuse shop 
assistants and purchasers alike. 

"What converter do I need for this 
Commodore Amiga then?" "Oh, Fm 
not sure. But the Kpstrod printer 
doesn't need one"* 

There's more, but why labour the 
point,.. 


B UT does it work, this printer? 

Yes it does. It produces output 
as good as anyone elses 24 pin 
printer, that is to say output which 
you would not be ashamed 1o show 
your maiden aunt. It's a shame that it 
sells itself short by only having the 
one typeface* Courier, which tries 
hard to look like a typewriter. In letter 
quality, it succeeds, too. Resulting 
correspondence is as good as most 9 
pin printer’s NLQ. only faster, and 
draft is fast and still quite acceptable. 


In graphics mode, which is, T 
suspect* the one that most Amiga 
owners will be using, it manages to 
pretend to be an Epson LQ-800 well 
nigh perfectly* W r ith the appropriate 
printer driver - Workbench 1.3 
knows about all 24 pins - it makes an 
acceptable substitute for a full-blown 
laser printer when used with DTP 
programs like Professional Page or 
ComicSetteT. And of course, there's 
the colour option. 

The HQP-40 handles chromatics by 
means of a four-colour ribbon. By 
combining red, cyan, yellow and 
black it can approximate mosl of the 
colours that the Amiga produces. This 
ribbon sits on a hinged holder which 
is moved up and down by a motor; 
the upgrade from monochrome to 
colour consists of this motor and the 
ribbon and takes about three minutes 
to install. (Well it took me five 
minutes to understand the diagram - 
Ed l 


A S a successful colour prinl can 
take up to six passes of the 
head - for a mixture of three of the 
colours each printed in double 
density - it’s important that the paper 
slays still. As the paper is held best 
w r hen it’s being pulled by the tractor 
feed, this is the configuration that 
Citizen recommends. 

The problem with colour - and this 
isn’t Citizen's fault - is that there 
aren’t any drivers that can properly 
handle the resolution. The best is the 
Epson JX emulation, which puts the 
printer into 9 pin mode. It's a very 
nice 9 pin mode* and quite fast, but 
still not getting everything out of the 
printer that it can offer. When 1 rang 
Citizen technical support to ask about 
a 24 pin driver, they hadn't heard of 
preferences and so told me about IBM 
control codes instead. "It doesn't help 
you”* said the techie chap, "hut it is 
information ', 


T HE colour dumps that 1 got out 
of the machine were OK; there 
w r as still the occasional white line* 
and the paper bad to be fed in just 
right to avoid distortions, but by and 
large they were acceptable. Bold 
splashes of primary colours on a 
white background came out especially 
well; large areas of black were liney 

► 


Eyanron* has a . 

«« Df os „ th ® l**«t col, 

JaD*n*c *o-ch*ap variety 11 ‘ 


Trie b* 

- « tn e " ilJ arMffi iSRS: 

th * ,ea11 ' «*« »“ &. e “ ro "* *■" 
Mper fl and?nlt^ r ^rjri n t‘ i j?™ 1 "hatavfe 

■First Jjnpra^gji^pjj MT - . - 

or MnjrturaJ ^ r Jl T1 ll. hu the 

* *• »je tssrjist 

Th* next button *et*rt* 

sSiSSS s « ssm? * —x 

tailing y ou to qo duK 4 yaJJowSsh u*- tlw button 

Wiy “ 

the Computer. * Wlcn ‘ and Connects and m^SSES Th ® f|na J 

aiaconnoctB th* prints £p0fl] 
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and uneven. 

The printer is a little noisy. Most 24 
pin printers are, but most are quieter 
than till; Citizen, Fortunately the 
paper handling is good enough to 
allow the machine to be left to get on 
with it in a broom cupboard or 
somewhere equally deadening, but 
having it i>n the same desk as one's 
ears could he wearing. 


S WITCHING between colour 
rihhon - at £20, it needs to be 
eked - and black is not a simple 
business. Although the former 
unplugged easily enough, with the 
hitler dropping in its place, it took a 
Jong time to get the printer to produce 
even text. The problem was that the 
thick Flexible leads that connect the 
print head to the electronics inside 
the printer tended to push the ribbon 
out of alignment at one end of the 


line]. 


It wasn’t clear how to stop this 
happening and il took a lot of 


experimenting to get it right. For an 
operation that's likely to happen quite 
often, thafs disappointing. 

I'm not sure whether this printer is 
worth the money. Adequate colour 24 
pin machines can he had for several 
hundred pounds less, and usually 
come with a much larger range of 
fonts and special effects. 

And if colour isn't really needed, 
then the range widens to include 
some excellent printers indeed; one 
thinks of the NEC 22nn which is 
superior to the HQ P-40 in almost 
every respect and costs about half as 
much. To be fair, not many people 
buy printers at full price, but the 
HQP-40 has got a long way to come 
down to he competitive. 

And if Citizen is trading on its 
name to sell the printer as a quality 
product, it should tighten up details 
such as the manuals and ribbon 
mechanisms. The overall machine just 
doesn’t feel worth that amount of 
hard earned cash. 

Verdict: Consider it on a par with 
the rest of the cheap 24 pin printers 
I and judge the price accordingly. 


REPORT CARD 


HQP-40 printer 
Citizen <)H95 72621 
£55ft. Colour option £50 

USEFULNESS nrmTiTnTTT~ 

Excellent pick of ait trades copes with 
speed and (justify, The colour option is 
on added bonus. 

EASE OF USE. ,.,., 

Welt designed with external dip 
switches and good paper path, 

SOFTWA RE . . | j j [T H 
The JX-80 driver could be improved 
upon Gives good results with EpsonQ, 

Tim draft mode is lighting fast. LQ and 
!\ T LQ are sill! pretty rapid . 

VALVE It-HHMM III i I 

This will he widely discounted. One 
box shifter has the HQF -40 for £390 
inc, hut still faces fierce competition , 


OVERALL 


A great mono printer adequate colour 
documentation poor. A tittle pricey. 


E«<z. 


GAMES. 

AnnaFs of Rome £15 95 

Backlash £12.95 

Bubble Bobble . £12.95 

Capone £10.95 

Captain Blood £17.95 

Carrier Command £16.95 

Corruption £16.95 

Driller £17.95 

Eagles Nesl £12 95 

Fernandez Must Die £13.95 

Football Manager Fr £14 95 

Guild of Th^ves £1595 

Lancelot £12 95 

Legend of ibe Sword £16.95 

Lombard RAC flatly £15.95 

Menace £14.95 

Pink Panther £12 95 

Pioneer Plague £15.95 

Rocket Hanger £19 95 

Holllir»g Thunder £ 15.95 

Spitting Image . £14 95 

Speed Ball. ... £17 95 

filar Glider || £15,95 

Time & Magi k £12 95 

U-M.S... £15.95 

Vector Ball ,,,,,...£10.95 

Virus ,,.,£13.95 

Whirligig £13,95 

Wizball ,,£12.95 


DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE AMIGA 

Ift OBD PROCESSING 


£**•«■■■■: £68.95 

Microti .. JZZZZt&SS 


.. „ ACCESSORIES 

Mouse Mat £3.95 


SPREADSHEETS 


Amiga Keyboard Cover 

Print Lead (c 


. £6.95 


2£ icalc , £26.95 

KSpread II E49.9S 


- — d {oeni) 

QurOshoi Turbo Joystick £io 95 

3.5 Head Cleaner £$ \ 


£49.95 


GRAPHICS- 

Digi Paint £41 95 

imro cad £44 

PhotDn Paint £49 95 


u „ htt PROGRAMMING: 

Hi soft Devpac V_2 'BSH 

K-Seka £34 95 

Metaoomco Pascal £ 6 893 


PRINTERS^ 

Panasonic 1061 : 89 Column, l2Qcps. 

Fnciion 6 Traclor £16995 

Star LC 10: 60 Column, 144 eps. 

Fricton & Tractor.. £229.95 

Star LC 1 0 Colour: As above with 

seven colour option £269.95 

Star LC 24 tQ:24pm, l 70 cps. 

Friction & Tractor ,,, £379 95 


„ DATABASES^ 

JL 04 ? SJ4SS 

Omega file ZIcisS 

Superbaso Personal ..£68 95 


BPQKSl 


Elementary Amiga Basic £14 95 

art Gu' J 


. h CQMMS; 

K Comm 11 ,,,., ,,,.,,£34 95 

Pace Lionet Modem "Z"" £144^95 


PHILIPS COLOUR 
MONITOR CM 8833 
with stereo sound 


_ . SOUND: 

Adrum £29.95 

Aegis Somes £42’95 


Kickstarf Guide £12 '95 

Amiga Tricks 1 Tips T12'S5 

Advanced Amiga Basic: £16 95 

Amiga f Dr Beginners £10.95 

Amiga Machine Language £12.95 

Amiga Microsoft Basic £ 16,45 

Basic inside & Oui , cm 95 


OUR PRICE £289.95 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 
& DELIVERY 


discs a boxes, 


Bulk 3.5 Discs lOofl 

£9.95 

Sony Branded Box of 1 0 

....£15 95 

Disc Bok holds 50 


Disc Box holds 100 



All goods offered subject to availably Overseas orders welcome - Please wnte for pr-ces Callers welcome: Monday to Frtoay 9-30 to 5.00. Saturday 10 00 to a 00 

pjaaso cond nhani jae/pne +n- 


P ease send eheques/POs to- 

M.J.C. SUPPLIES (AMG) 

40a QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS. SG4 9TS 
Tel: (0462) 421415 for Enquiries/Credit Card Orders 


FC1 
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Lombard 


Drive down twisi 
an incredible 3D 


at night with 


view of the 


w *** your SSS 
^^gorifte the mountain 




Bviid i 
in the 


ur car st any time 
workshop 
5 - * tvr > A**' ir 


Five.. . four. . . three.. . two... one.. . GO! 


Your 300bhp Ford Croup A Sierra Cosworth roars 
away from the starting fine, skidding round hairpin 
bends, as you speed through unfamiliar, ever- 
changing terrain ... in a race where every fraction of 
a second counts / 

Lombard RAC Rally recreates all the excitement of 
the world-famous rally - with the help of RAC drivers 
who guarantee its authenticity. 

Complete the five stages - down winding tracks, 
through verdant forests and over precarious mountain 
ranges - with the additional hazards of night driving 
and fog. 

Repair damage and add new features to your car in 
the workshop, and earn money for spares by taking 
part in a TV interview. 


SOFT WARE 


in association with 



This is the official simulation of a lifetime . . . will 
your skills measure up to the challenge? 

• inside every box: A detailed 16-page booklet 
containing a history of the ratty and technical 
specification of the Cosworth , IS maps to help 
you plot out your course, and a colourful sticker 
to commemorate your participation in the rally. 


Please send me Lombard/RAC Rally for: 

□ Atari ST □ Amiga □ PC fS 1 /*") □ PC 

□ 1 enclose a cheque for £24.95 * 

made payable to Mandarin Software 

□ Please debit my Access/Visa number: 

i i i ii 1 i ii i i i i 

fsJame 

Address _ 


Expiry date 

t 


JJ_J 


. Postcode _ 


Eurcpa House. AdHngton Park. AdHrigtcn, Macclesfield SKtQ 4MP. 
: Add E2 Europe, Overseas i 


L curopa rrouse. rtaiingion 
Postage: A< 


l r Macclesfield 5K10 *NP. 




T HIS is a preview of Protext 
rather than a review, as it has 
been earned out on beta test versions 
rather than the final release and 
minor changes may weli have taken 
place by the time this is published. 

Protest is a word processor and 
makes no pretences of being a poor 
man’s DTP program, It has no 
facilities for importing graphics into 
documents. 

This is the first version of Protext to 
use a Wimp environment and a lot of 
thought has gone into integrating it 
with the feel of Intuition while 
retaining all the existing features and 
quick keystrokes which have largely 
remained common through all 
versions. 

Protext comes on two discs, with an 
A5 ring hound manual, about which I 
shall make no further comment since 
I wrote it. Tw r o versions of the 
program are supplied. The spelling 
checker is an integral part of Protest 
in the full version, but the second 
version has the spelling checker as a 
separate program to reduce its size 
and is for use when less than 1Mb of 
memory is available. 

A comprehensive configuration 
program is provided to change 
settings of mosl aspects of Protext. 
Other utility programs create new 
printer drivers and convert files from 
other programs into Protext. or Ascii, 
format. 

In common with WordPerfect. 
Protest does not use the standard 
Amiga printer drivers and a wider 
range of printers is supported by the 
supplied drivers, including the HP 
LaserJet, Kyocera and Epson CiQSfjQO, 
together with the facility to create 
special drivers for virtually any 


printer. Only a single drive is 
necessary, but if a second one is 
available Protext will make full use of 
it, minimising the amount of disc 
changing required. Installation on to a 
hard disc is also possible. 

It may be run from either 
Workbench or the CL1 and may be 
loaded as part of the startup process if 
required. Once loaded, Protext 
displays a status line at the top of the 
window, giving details of various 
settings such as word wrap, insert/ 


overwrite mode and details of page, 
line and column numbers. 

Edit mode is where all entry and 
correction of text is carried out. You 
can select editing commands from 
pull down menus of by shortcut 
keystrokes. The pull down menus are 
standard Intuition type, but Protext 
does not make use of requestor boxes 
to use its own status line. 

Movement around documents is 
fastest by using keystrokes, to move 
by character, word, line, paragraph. 



Prot 


A word processor better than 
WordPerfect but at half the price? 
David Foster takes a close look 
at what Arnor has to offer 
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Windows 
are new 
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The command 
line take 
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used to hut 


is very 
powerful 
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screen, a page at a time, or 
immediately to the start or end of a 
document. The mouse can he used to 
move within a screen* but Protext 
does not use scroll bars. Positioning 
the pointer on the status lines or the 
bottom line of a document and 
clicking* scrolls the screen. Protest is 
not particularly well integrated into 
the Amiga environment. 


N OT only is it possible to delete 
single characters to left or 
right, but also part or full words* or 
delete to the start or end of a line - all 
with single keystrokes. Unlike 
KindWords and WordPerfect* where 
you have to mark a line to delete it, 
lines can be deleted at a single 
keystroke without the need to mark 
blocks, although in practice you want 
to delete whole sentences which don’t 
fall neatly into lines. { Why can’t 
someone produce a word processor 
with a delete to full stop keystroke ? — 
Ed.) 

Characters may be converted to 
upper or lower case by positioning 
the cursor on the first character and 
using a shortcut keystroke. Two 
characters entered in the wrong order 


may be swapped round with a 
keypress. Small points, maybe, but 
they all go towards making editing 
quicker and more efficient, 

In addition to all the usual block 
editing features which work with 
areas of contiguous text, Protext also 
has a Wordstar-like box mode, in 
which any rectangular block in the 
document can be marked and copied* 
moved or deleted. 

Protext supports two file editing, 
which enables you to work on two 
documents, switching between them 
and copying text. When two file 
editing is in use, only one document 
is visible at a time, the complete 
window being switched. This is not 



as flexible as WordPerfect, which 
allows up to 32 documents, but it is a 
good deal faster. 

Find and Replace are fast and 
powerful. Searches may be carried 
out globally, forwards, backwards, 
only on marked blocks, for complete 
words only* ignoring the case and 
either stopping at each occurrence for 
confirmation, or replacing 
automatically. Repeat searches require 
a single keypress rather than a return 
to the menu each time. 

Up to 10 place markers and 
unlimited multiple markers may be 
positioned in the text for instant 
recall. 


B OLD, italic and underline effects 
are displayed on screen and 
may be in any combination. Super/ 
subscript and enlarged /condensed 
printing are supported but are not 
displayed on screen. All the usual 
variations of "non-break” spaces and 
hyphens are available, as well as soft 
hyphens. 

The screen display may be toggled 
so that control codes are shown to 
make re-editing text easier, rather like 
working in WordPerfect’s reveal 
codes window. Protext can handle 
fully proportional* right justified 
printing and micro-spacing with 
suitable printers. 

Any number of rulers may be 
incorporated into documents and 
there is no limit to the number of 
tabs. Rulers are typed into the text 
where required and may be moved, 
copied or deleted. Both normal and 
decimal/right justify tabs are 
supported, as well as indented left 
and right margins. 

Default settings for most things* 
from page dimensions to what mode 
Protext starts in, may be configured to 
suit in Config, but may be over-ridden 
at any time by the use of stored 
commands. These are entered into the 
text, but are acted on by Protext 
rather than printed. A stored 
command takes the form of a "greater 
than” symbol at the start of a line, 
followed by two characters such as 

► 


David Foster is self employed and has- never 
been an employee of Arnor Ltd f although he 
has been responsible for writing some of 
Amor's manuals on a freelance basis and 
has carried out beta testing of new versions 
on a number of different computers . 
including the Amiga version of Protext, 
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VIDEO TITLING 


GRAPHICS 


LATEST RELEASES 


Aegis Video Titler (PAL) £110.40 

create and animate pra/lanty tte - copy/ 
genlock presentations to vieteto 

Video Gen Master £69.95 

A professional easy to use TV tiler. Control veil 
rates, horizonlal/vertical ml. Standard toms, 
cotours, shadows. 

Video Wipe Matter £69.95 

Excellent translion system tor video changes. 
Many different wpes, use your own masks 
Kara Fontf £59.95 

superlative filing fonts 


NEW PRODUCTS 


Flicker Master £12.95 

Plastic filter reduces high res 
flicker to a bearable level 


Xerox 4STS EPhone 

Cotour inkjet printer for colour 
tesling, business graphics, 
overheads etc 


Professional Draw CPfcone 

The ultimate drawing loot - 
Vector graphics - no more 
Maggies" 


Video scape 3D (PAL) £143,75 

create and animate 3D objects - as used by 
video professionals 

Sculpt 3D (PAL) £65,00 

create and modify shapes, mow viewpoint 
ray trace 

Animat* 30 £125,00 

companion to Sculpt 30 - animate your 
objects, fighft sources and viewpoints. 

Turbo Silwr 3D £139.95 

3D graphics, animation and ray tracing 
Anl mator App rentlc* £1 99.95 

multi-module Ml colour animation 


The Director £59.95 

an animation >ogramming' system 


BOOKS 

Vo! 1 Amiga for Beginners 

£12.95 

Vol 2 Amiga Baric Inside 6 Out 

£16.95 

Vol 3 Amiga Dos IrwkS* A Out 

£18.95 

Vof 4 Amiga Mach ! m Language 

£14.95 

Vol 5 Amiga Trick* & Tip* 

£14.95 

Vol 6 Amiga System* Prog, Quid* 

£32.95 

Vol 6 Amiga Disk Drlvs Insido A 
Out Companion 

£27*95 ' 

Diskettes with Exam.pl as for all of 
the above books (each} 

£13.95 


Comic Setter 

Keipow! Create your comic stoppage and 
printer to colour or B/W graphics printer. 

Domic Setter Clip Art Disks 
Super Hereos £24.95 

Science Fiction £24,95 

Funny Characters £24.95 

Ughte, Camera, Action £57.50 

Combine IFF pictures, ANIM animations and 
Sonht instruments and scores into complete 
presenlattons 

Fancy 3d Font* £41.*$ 

Proportionally spaced characters lor Scu£ 
and Animate 3D (including European 
characters eg £, A, a. 6, 4, etc) 

Professional Date Retrieve EPhom 

Relational database, B files at once, 80 Inde* 

I lieldslile. Not copy protected ie hard disk 
OK. Many other professional features 

Movie Setter EPhcni 

Push button animal ton, Use cup art or your 1 

own characters. Add sound, test A dump to 
VCR- Full overscar supped up to 60 
frames/sec 

EXP512 £50 JX 

Err^riy 512k RAM board - lit your own chips 

EXP 8000 EFHona 

Empty Smog RAM board for A50Q (fit your 
own chpa to 2, 4, 6 or 8 meg} 

Design 3D £79.95 

The 3D design package wih a easy User 
interface 

At 000 Internal Memory EFhone 


LEARNING TO 
PROGRAM? 


MCC Assembler 

£69.95 

Benchmark Mod u la 2 

£139.95 

Benchmark C library 

£79J5 

Benchmark IFF library 

£79,95 1 

Benchmark Simplifier 

£79.95 

Absott A/C Basic 3 

£195.00 

Absoft A/C Fortran 

£295.00 

Fortran Prof pack 

£159.95 

Altec C 

£199,95 

Lattice C developers pack 

£275.00 

Module 2 Standard 

£99.95 

Module 2 Developer 

£149,95 

MCC Pascal 2 

£39-95 

HiSoft Devpac 2 

£59,95 


MUSIC & SOUND 


NEW- Sound Oasis CPhon* 
Listen to ^Mirage" sample disks 
convert them for use with midi 
on the Amiga 

Studio E139J5 

16 track sequencer, drum 
machine and even! edtor. 

A Drum £39.95 

lour voice drum machfte, use 
sampled sounds as percussion 
instruments 

Synthla £79.95 

sound manipulation package 

(sound dtgtflMrv 
Future Sound £175.00 

Profound Designer E79.95 
Perfect Sound £79.95 


All the above products, and many more are supplied by 
your local Amiga dealer, phone for details or your 
nearest stockist: 

HB Marketing Ltd 

Brooklyn House. 22 The Green. West Drayton, Middx UB7 7PQ. 
Tel: 0895 444433 Fax: 0895 441962 Telex: 934669 HBMK 



YOUR FAVOURITE GAMES 
GRAPHICS SOFTWARE 
BUSINESS PACKAGES 
VIDEO & SOUND DIGITISERS 
CAMERAS 
MUSIC SOFTWARE 
BOOKS 


ALL YOU NEED TO COMPLETE 
YOUR AMIGA SYSTEM. 


Special discounts to 
User Group Members 


P.O. Box 240 
WEST DRAYTON 
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IN THE BEGINNING . . . 


>PA fn force a page break, or >LS 2 
to give give double line spacing. 

Multi line headers and footers are 
supported. These may be different for 
odd and even numbered pages and 
may be turned on or off, or the 
contents changed, at will. A simple 
footnote facility is also included, but 
indexing and contents generation are 
not provided, although with a bit of 
ingenuity it can be achieved using the 
mail merging stored commands. 

Command mode on the Amiga has 
less importance than with versions for 
other computers, as all loading and 
saving of text files and disc file 
management can be carried out from 
edit mode, using the pull down 
menus. But a press of the Esc key - or 
a click in the appropriate menu - will 
take you into command mode. 


I N command mode the lower part 
of Ihe screen heneath the status 
line clears, and a command prompt 
similar to the CLI prompt appears. 
This may be used for loading, 
merging and saving text Many other 
tasks may be carried out from 
command mode, including RUNning 
other applications from within 
Protext. 

Macros and exec files are two 
further features of Pretext, Exec files 
are created as normal text files and 
may contain a mixture of editing and 
command mode commands. Exec files 
may be run at any time and the 
commands are read from the file and 
acted on as if they had been typed in 
at the keyboard. 

Exec files provide an ideal method 
of automating frequently used 
sequences of commands, Pretext can 
also be configured to run an exec file 
when it loads. This might contain 
commands automatically to copy the 
dictionaries into RAM: and load a 
special macro file. 

Macros, sequences of keystrokes 
that may he recalled with a single 
designated keystroke, may be a 
mixture of editing commands, text or 
command mode commands and 
Protext has a “learn mode" Press 
Ctrl-Fl and then specify the key 
combination to be used to call the 
macro, and from then on Protext will 
store every keystroke until Ctrl-Fl is 
repeated to end the macro, Macros 


Pretext and Arnor are names that 
will probably be now to many 
Amiga owners, although thvv are 
well known to owners of other 
makes of computer. 

Protext started life ns a source 
code editor called Maxam for an 
assembler for the Amstrad CPC and 
received so much comment about its 
speed and efficiency that Arnor was 
persuaded to produce a word 
processor based on it. The resulting 
program was called Pro text, and 
fully integrated mail merging and 
spell checking programs followed. 

may be saved for future re -loading 
and may also he edited by loading 
into Pretext as a text file. 

The package has powerful mail 
merging features in the form of stored 
commands. Data files can he created 
as normal text files, or database 
export files can be used. Once data 
has been read from a data file, it may 
be manipulated and used in a 
document. 

Text and numeric data can be split 
and merged together. Mathematical 
calculations may be carried out on 
numbers. Conditional printing is 
supported and requests for user input 
may be made during the course of 
printing. 


M AIL merging is almost u 

misnomer for this aspect of 
Protext, as it really amounts to a 
complete programming Language. To 
make life easier for those who are not 
keen on programming, Arnor also 
markets two further programs, Pretext 
Filer and Protext Office, which are 
largely written in the stored command 
language and provide flexible menu 
driven data filing, mail merging and 
invoicing systems for use within 
Protext. 

Spell checking may be carried out 
in several different ways, and when 
the full program is in use if may be 
carried out as text is entered, with 
Protext checking the spelling as each 
word is completed. This is at its best 
when the dictionaries are either on a 
hard disc or a ram disc. Alternatively, 
single words may be checked at any 
time. 

Complete documents can be 
checked, and this is often the fastest 
method. Either the document in 


Pro text was then completely re- 
written for the Amstrad PCW incor- 
porating further enhancements, 

Arnor then moved on to the IBM 
PC and compatibles, and yet again 
re-wrote the complete program with 
more features, to take advantage of 
the PC's features This was followed 
by a version for the ST. 

Arnor has now turned its atten- 
tion to the Amiga and following the 
usual pattern, it is not just a simple 
"port it across from another com- 
puter" effort, but a program written 
to make full use of the Amiga. 

memory may be checked, or a text file 
from disc. The small version of 
Protext with the separate spelling 
checker will only work with disc files. 
Speed of checking varies according to 
how it is being done but. with 
sufficient memory and the dictionary 
in memory, speeds of up to 10,000 
words a mimile are possible. 

Multiple dictionaries are supported 
and new dictionaries may be created. 
Unrecognised words may be added to 
dictionaries, ignored, corrected during 
checking, or Protext may be asked to 
suggest suitable alternatives and the 
correct one inserted into the text, It 
does not do this automatically, which 
is a bit of a bind if you are used to 
WordPerfect. 

The supplied dictionaries are 
British English, rather than the 
American variety and contain about 
70,000 words. You can view the 
contents of dictionaries, and add or 
delete words. Two commands, 
ANAGRAM and FINDW, are 
provided for crossword and word 
puzzle fanatics. 

Printing is flexible, and Pro text can 
print part or all of a document, a 
specified number of copies, certain 
pages only and odd or even pages 
only. Different printer drivers may be 
loaded so that draft prints on one 
printer may be followed by final 
prints to another. Text may be printed 
to a disc file if required, or to the 
screen, so that you can view the final 
layout of headers and so on. 

What doesn't Protext have that 
some programs do? Well, for a start, 
unlike WordPerfect, it doesn't have a 
thesaurus, an outliner or true multi- 
column editing. The thesaurus I can 
live without, preferring the paper 

► 
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STILL THE No. 1 DISK SUPPLIER 


■ PREVIEW* 


EDITOR’S EXPERIENCE 


variety, but I would love to see an 
out liner, as I find them very useful. 

Multiple columns can be achieved 
by using box mode to move text 
alongside other text just before 
printing, but no further editing of that 
section is then possible. Other than 
the above features and split screen 
editing, there is little I can think of 
that you could possibly want. 

1 make no apologies if this preview 
sounds full of praise. I have used 
many word processors on different 
computers, and Protext is one of the 
few that seems to have evolved as a 
result of feedback and suggestions 
from users, rather than at the whim of 
the programmer or the marketing 
department. 

Protext isn't perfect - is any 
program? - and there are still a few 
features that I would like to see, but 
there isn't much missing. What there 
is works well and quickly. What more 
could you ask of a word processor? 


/ used Protext on the little Amstrads 
for many years before going over to 
WordPerfect on first the PC end later 
the Amiga, i have written many 
thousands of words with each. 
People tend to get emotional about 
word processors, but i would like to 
think that I ha ve equal loyalty to the 
two programs. 

Having spent a month using a pre- 
release version of Protext I have 
decided to use the British software 
in preference to the colonial code . 

They both have faults but 
WordPerfect is better integrated into 
the Amiga environment , They both 
have irritating features in the spell 
checker. WordPerfect thinks that 
numbers mixed with text - as in 
Friday 13th - is a spoiling mistake, 
and Protext can't learn words with 
mixed case - as in Amiga Dos - 
which is a habit beloved of Amiga 
software developers. 

Pro text is faster. The speed of 


moving around a document is 
important hut it was not until I 
popped back into WordPerfect that I 
noticed how much more quickly the 
Amor product runs. This article 
took less than two minutes to spell 
check . 

Because Pro text uses a lot of ram 
few people will have the space to 
multitask it 

A buffer is used for printing and 
this takes a white to fill, I would 
have preferred a separate task which 
would allow me to continue typing 
as soon as / had issued the print 
command , 

Thu beta test version shows signs 
of being rushed, ported from the ST 
version and Amigaised. If the 
improvements are done properly 
before the software goes on sale it 
will be wonderful. 

Even as it is, Protext is merely the 
best word processor available for 
the Amiga. 



BULK DISKS AT CRAZY PRICES 

OUR SPECIAL OFFER PRICES ARE UNBEATABLE! 



THE FAMOUS CENTEC DISK & BOX OFFER! 


20 Double Sided 135 TPI Discs with 40 Cape city Disc Box 00.95 

39 Double Sided 135 TPI Discs with 40 Capacity Disc Box £2195 

40 Double Sided 135 TPI Discs with 80 Capacity Disc Box £3fi.9& 

59 Double Sided 135 TPI Discs with 89 Capacity Disc Box £43.95 

60 Double Sidled 135 TPI Discs with 80 Capacity Disc Box £49.95 

75 Double Sided 135 TPI Discs with 80 Capacity Disc Box £59.95 

100 Double Sided 135 TPI Discs with 80 Capacity Disc Box £82 95 


All boxes come complete with dividers, two keys and ere antistatic 
All discs come with labels sod are guaranteed 1 00% error tree 


UNIVERSAL PRINTER 
STAND 

£12.95 

The adjustable 


ACCESSORIES 


Tift a Tlpti Monitor Stand 12* £10.75 

mt a Turin Moniicr Stand 14' £12.50 

3.5" Mai Iw (Plwfc) Rich at 10 Cfi.SO 


Pnnt# Stand - 1 pt*c* 

OOnsEOiCKn, Ms all standard and wide 
carriage pontera. Also provide* 
oorwwiffil ipae* tor paper and Morale. 
Rubber leit. vibration absorbing pads 


AMIGA PRINTER CABLE £5.05 


| 3.5" Disc Cleaning K it £4.96 | 





B0 Column 
Space Saver 
£24 95 


Mouse 

Mat 

+ 

Mouse 

Bracket 

£9.50 


BRANDED 3.5" DISKS 



SS 

DS 

HD 


SS 

DS 

HD 

Verbatim .. 

... 1299 

1399 

3899 

3M 

10.99 

1599 

44.99 

Dysan 

... 11.99 

14 99 

3899 

Sony 

13.99 

14.99 

39.99 


O&qosb any me storage box to go with your branded disks lor an antra 0.951 


STORAGE BOXES - BEST RANGE - BEST PRICE 


All boutii sir Isekiblt. «nd i*t tupplitd wifli 2 key* Made from wrt-ititie plastic, they 
art i tap quilrty pwjvK II W£k tPCtem priCfri 

I* m St 1+ 

■a n US* _ CB.3& £7.95 £7.49 [Effl 

1BU3JT . — £7M £1.99 K*fl 

— teas £5.» £L4a uu 

..BBS £4 36 fin □« 

MX IT MATCH FOB BEST PRICE 1 


JUDGE FOR 
YOURSELVES 
You’ll be guilty of 
paying mom & 
getting loss if 
you go 
elsewhere 


$ 


31 

AMIGA FORMATTED 

Th«« cH*4 are pruormened hruuuntm 

w 2 

10 

Amiga ST COmpulBr 
20 50 100 

200 

D&DO tKTP! 

14.45 

£24.96 £49.96 CB 1 .95 

£176 95 

L 'flnnn 

Guwiniw 


Supptad with full user tab4* 



10 Capacity Library Case (per pack ol 6) ....,£5.70 


ASK FOR FREE CATALOGUE 



E. & O.E. 


CENTEC DISK SUPPLIES 

UNIT 3, THE METRO CENTRE, BRIDGE ROAD, ORPINGTON, KENT BR5 2BE 
TEL: {0669)35353 (6 Lines) (24 Hours) Fax 0689 77737 


Please nett wt otpenii ■ call stacking system. Outside office hours i h 


iwering mecNoe wl lake your order 


Remember - all pnc« indud* VAT end delivery' There are no hidden etfrei to My! Rerun* altera wetcome: Monday - Friday 9 30am -4 30pm 



SO AMKiK COMPl i tMJ tunwtry tW9 







CONDOR 

INTERNATIONAL LTD 

31 Palace Street, London SW1E 5HW 
Tel: 01-630 9218. Fax: 01-630 7943 

CONDOR HARD DISK SYSTEM 

THE INTEGRATED 

A complete Hard Disk System packaged in 
a cabinet matching your Amiga 50 0 or 1000 
The Basic 'Integrater' included: 


✓ 20 Mega Hard Disk (SCSI) {Autoboot) 

✓ 3.5" Floppy Disk 

✓ 2 Meg Ram Expansion Unpopulated 

✓ Battery Backed Real Time Clock 

✓ AC Power Station with 4 Switched Sockets 

✓ Surge Protector 

✓ Cooling Fan 

✓ Multisynch Output 

✓ Software and Cables included 



THE PROFESSIONAL 

The Ultimate Amiga Office Work Station 



SOFTWARE DIRECTLY FOR 


AMIGA 

MS-DOS 



Now run the finest Software available for Amiga 
and MS-DOS right out of the box on one fully 
integrated system 


JndhrldwDl 

Components 

fiftP 

£500.00 

£600.00 

£800.00 

£600.00 

£50.00 

£ 100.00 

£ 120.00 

£500.00 

£ 100.00 

£3370.00 


COMPLETE SYSTEM INCLUDES: 

✓ Amiga 500 with 1 Meg 

✓ Ram Expansion fully populated 2 Msg 

✓ XT Processor 

✓ 30 Megabyte Auto Boot SCSI Hard Disk 

✓ Reel Time Clock 

✓ 2nd 3.5" Drive 

✓ 3rd 5.25" Drive 

✓ Multisynch Monitor 

✓ AC Power Station 
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TRYBRIDGE SOFTWARE 
DISTRIBUTION 


- - ™ 14.9S 

Acton Services „._1 1.8(5 

Adv, Art Studio ______ 14,95 

Alien Syndrom© n 95 

Afl Reality 1 1 95 

Atron 5000 1(34.5 

Backlash ,, JL __ __ 11 05 

Barbarian 1 or 2 (P*fl 11 [9© 

GalTOjn Gaped C r u Wider u'ftg 

Bermuda Prpjed „... 14 9$ 

Batter De*J __ __ _____ ^ 1 w 

Second left Palace ^ ^ 

Sonic Cpnvn , J JO i&g© 

Staring Barrel* 1 1.9© 

8UX Simula** —,, ,,,, ______ ___ & fts 

Bobby J azz Show .._ *19* 

aorrb^ — 14.95 

Ban© Cruncher ,™ ’:„„„ LJ ^ gg 5 

ButtHe Babble .., ""’’11 95 

Bubble Ghwl „ IZZT’ 11 95 

fluflgy Boy 14.9S 

Butcher Ml 

CaliTcmaa Game* ..^.,17,8© 

Capon# 14^95 

Caplain Blood 14.95 

Carrier Command _____ t4.95 

ChrooqquMl ________ 19,95 

Colossus Chesa 10 85 

CorrtHd School 14 gg 

Oinuptton 14 95 

Cyuernoid 1 or 2 iso© 

Daley tharrpson SB 149© 

Dark CaeTle u.ss 

Defender 01 Crown _______ .16.95 


13.95 


Eymlnator .. _____ ____ ^ 

Empire Strike* Sack .....Z_~ZZ 11L9© 

Enligtteomenl „......._ rT ,„, _. 14 9© 

Espionage ™."ll86 

Escoion — ...ia as 

F 1 6 Combat Pilot 1 a as 

Faery Tale Adventure.™.., „ _ ..saw 

FU«rF1« _ lflLW 

Fontivisipn _______ 29-W 

Fed at Free Trade ZJ! 19.96 

Fernandez Must Die ' ~ 14 9S 

F15 Stnke Eagle ...... — 14.86 

Fight Sim 2 26 95 

Fit Diic 7 Or 11 13.95 

Fit Otic European 13.95 

Fit tfcc Japan 13,95 

Football Dlredor2 . n ni ll 

Football Manager 1 , li mL .Zlllss 

Fotindaitooa Wa*ie 

Frontier (£PT) 14 95 

Garlield 11.9S 

Garnaon 2 

Ghoet» 'o' 1 Qobllm 14,9$ 

Giganoid ^95 

Golden Pain 11.96 

Green Beret 14^95 

Guerilla Wa i 14^96 

Guild of Thieve* Z. , 10 ,,“ 14^9© 

GunBhp... J 14 9& 

Ha "* 17*5 


Hleltef Sk*4M 8.95 

Heroe* oi Lance ""' l6.»5 

Hit Die (a Voi 1 14 « 

Hollywood Hlpnx 7*6 

Hunt for Rod Octcber .„, r Z"l4*6 

Ingrid* &ack 1 

Ikari Warrior* ... 1 |M " 14 'g§ 

imposEble Mtotton 2. 17,96 

Jot ...... 26.95 

Jewels of DarkhMfi n 9© 

Jin«er ! 4.8© 

Knight GfC .... ....... H 1 1 95 

Lanoelol 1 1^95 

Landd Legend* .....^1695 

Laser Squad™.. is.95 


GREAT SOFTWARE 
FROM 

LECTRONIC ARTS 


H or l 

— 16.95 

eraWB..-i;y,„„.16,95i 

sic Con Set ,.1S.9S 

t Z 9.3S 

t Z : 

sssafr*"-- "•«« 

wiupt# — — ^.....^.,*43.35 

‘ .Mm 

6 , 95 
;:.T7,SS 
,17,® 





i.u..n. 4 iV.r.. ...... 16. 95 

..,.1195 

ek.. — .....^ : — 13.95 

f Night 

WM '■ 

. 16.95 
- 16.95 
. 16.95 



WtcU Mn» 
W«nl Chs«m* 


TRYBRIDGE LTD 


Leadwtioard filrdi# 


Leather Godtfee* 


LBgsnd Ctl Sword 

ox 

Live A Lai Die n ox 

Lombard RAC Rally 

~ nex 

M.i.nhaJtar Deafer 

lifts 

Mir* Cq» 

. 1 1 CK 

Mercenary CofTp 

„.m.„„ 14,9 iS 

Mortvllte Manor 

... IS 95 

Motorbike Madness 

a 0* 

Motor Massacre 

— 13.85 

1843 

17,85 

Nebulje ,. | 

— 17*5 

Motherwortd 


Might Raider 

13.95 

Oopa 

11,95 

Paw 

■*«», — 18.96 

Pandora 


PtOMbOf 

14.95 

Pawn 

Iran 

PtHer Beajdakev i * ac 

Phaertnm Fightar 

1*04 

Phantatm lifts 

Platoon uo( 

Pool Of Radiance 

■ grim ijw... 1 fi Qfi, 

Pro Soccer SJm 

1 1 8£ 

Quadrallen 


Rambo 3 

1i M 

Reiumol Jedl, 

ii ^ 

R«gfn to Genesis 

ii gfi 

Ftoad Blasts 

.., 139* 

Rocket Ranger 

1 9 9^5 

Rolling Thunder 


Saroon 3 Chee* 

1A« 

Savage H o* 

Scrabble Deiujta 


Senlinei 

11 <K 

$.f, h wrier 

Shadowgate 14 gs 

SHerrt Service 14,^5 

Skychase ' ' 14 « 

Solti aFa RoyaJe 

, 14 95 

Space Hurrler 

...... 1495 

Space Harder 11 ... 

. .. 1AM 

Space Racer 

........ 1 1 M 

Stare llder 1 or 2 ,, 

liar 

Star Rav u m 

Stealth Fighter 

19 96 

Slreet Fighter 


Slhp Potef 2 

„ 

Data Dteda:- 


Sev 5 Dawn 

7 iX 

Lee a Roy 741;. 

Rachel A Kim 7 ax 

Suzanne A Bianca 

7,4-5 

Sunrrrw Olyrrfjiad 

1 1 _g© 

Superbata Personal 

.XflM 

Techno Cop 


The Gamee Winter ...... 

Three Stooae# 

IQ OX 

Thunder Blade is as 

Thunder Cat* i 4jB © 

Tiger Road 17.95 

Time A Magk — 1 ^g© 

Tracam _____ _Z !□ gt 

TRIAD y oft 

TrMW Pursuit* 

. . m 11 96 

Jlin^teGcif 

10 ox 

iAttoaV ii'<K 

DM3 Scenario 1 


UMS Scenario 2 — - 

Vermnator 

ti ax 

Victory Road ^’g© 

Vet* i/ox 

Whirligig 

— * — It, 95 

Wbbafl 

14 Ox 

Xenon .... a* 

2ynap* 

...... t3 86 

date to: 

B 


xuriii atreei, nomTora, cssex RIVI1 IDA 

Please remember to state the make and model of your computer when ordering PSP inc UK 
Europe add £1 per item. Elsewhere add £2 per item for airmail 

Telephone order: 0708 765271 
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■ REVIEW! 


Penny 

wise, 

pound 

wise 


I MUST confess that I'm more than 
a little cynical about programs 
which over-techonologise Fairly 
simple transactions which can he 
achieved perfectly simply by hand, 1 
am going to take a lot of persuading 
before I cart be convinced that it is 
worthwhile keying in humdrum 
transactions into the Amiga when I 
can get a statement of my account at 
the bank twice a month. 

In fact, as a user of the Bank of 
Scotland’s HOBS system t T can call up 
their computer more or less any time 
of the day or night to find oul how 
red the situation is. 

But there are many people who like 
to keep a close check on the money 
flowing in and out of the household 
and this may just be the program for 
them. 

It's pretty clear that Digita is 
determined to established a strong 
foothold in the non-games Amiga 
market. This products like others of 
theirs I've reviewed, is professionally 
packaged and comes with a wet! 
produced, helpful and informative 
manual. The one exception to this are 



mf 

without it* 




There’s a new 
package for 
the Amiga on 
the home 
accounts front 
— Rex Last 
gives it a 
trial run 




■REVIEW* 


* 

the screen shots which were taken on 
a foggy November evening. 

When you crank the system up 
your prime objective is to set up your 
accounts. After the date has appeared 
in a window for updating, the screen 
goes worryingly blank with 10 little 
rectangles sitting across the bottom. 

The manual comes to the rescue. 
Select Accounl from the menu bar 
then New, and up pops a set of 
details to be Filled in for a new 
account. The account number, name 
and type are straightforward enough. 
Then comes a Warning limit Max and 
a similar Min warning, initially set to 
off. The concept behind these upper 
and lower Limits is to warn you when 
you have too much in an account, 
and it could benefit from being 
shifted into an interest bearing 
account. 

The Min warning speaks lor itself - 
the all too familiar moment when 
there is too much month left at the 


end of the money. 

Having entered the details which 
identify your accounts, these are 
displayed in summary in the boxes at 
the foot of the screen. Task number 
two is to establish the number of 
types of income and expenditure 
which you require. 

Each type is identified by a code of 
up to four letters, plus a longer 
explanation of what it stands for, so 
"PTRL” could be petrol, for example. 
I supposed calling it "PET" could 
cause some disasters with the family 
dog being fed a mixture of four-star 
and GTX oil, so a little care is called 
for here. 


O NCE that is completed, the next 
step is to set up a budget 
which is designed to bring together 
the accounts you have defined, the 
income/ expenditure types, and a 
monthly notional allocation, which of 


Why home accounts? 


Hom& accounts programs are one of 
a class of increasingly popular pack- 
ages which have been around some 
time on machines perceived to be 
more business than pleasure. 

With home accounts you hat f e to 
be careful. If the package is 
designed for a family with one 
income, a semi , 2 A children, Volvo 
and Labrador , then it may not be 
much use to a freelance writer with 
several different accounts , an over- 
draft as long as vour arm and wildly 
varying commitments. 

So check in advance that the par- 
ameters of the package fail within 
your requirements. And - oh yes, do 
make your mind up as to whether 
you really need one at all. 

If you want to go into the matter in 
Full earnestness t then maybe it 
would be worth your while inves- 
ting a little more time and effort into 
a full-blooded spreadsheet like 
Digita ’s excellent 9 oat of 10, 




Reports 
can be 
sent to 
the screen 
or printer 


course doesn't have to be uniform 
throughout the 12 month period, Fuel 
bills will almost certainly vary, but 
mortage payments tend to be more 
stable - at least, they used to be until 
the last year or so. 

I got myself tied in knots a bit 
when trying to type in a year's petrol 
allocation. Under Acc for account, I 
managed to type in a monthly sum by 
mistake, and it took a bit of time to 
unscramble myself. Why, 1 wondered, 
doesn’t the package only allow you to 
key in Types and Accounts already 
predefined? 


W ELL, it does warn you - but 
not until you’ve typed in the 
whole dozen figures, and 1 lost my 
carefully calculated list the first time. 
Probably me being stupid, hut a little 
more idiot-proofing at the point of 
delivery could be called for here. 

Still, the concept was beginning to 
build up clearly now. The package 
offers you; 

• A number of different accounts 
defined by type, 

• A list of income/expenditure types, 
+ An annual budget set out by 
account, income/ expenditure type, 
and laid out monthly, 

Now we move on to the next stage 

► 
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■ REVIEW* 


with these features^ 

# A List of regular transactions with 
specifiable frequency. 

• Then you set up manual 
transactions. 

ALL this information can be readily 
inspected and edited - once I get the 
hang of it - and you can activate 
transfers when you alter the date on 
the package. So if the date is moved 
to December 25, all regular 
transactions which fail due between 
the previous date and then will be 
made and the account appropriately 
updated. 

Once all the details are entered, you 
are ready to go live and watch 
yourself spiralling into the red from 
the comfort of vour own computer. I 
suspect though, that the most useful 
aspect of this system is the option to 
inspect the relationship between 
budgeted and actual expenditure. 

This changes as soon as you alter 
individual items of information, and 
acts as a kind of mini-spreadsheet. 

And my overall verdict? If it's the 


kind of package which you would 
find helpful in your money 
management, and if the way in which 
it functions suits your needs, then 
there is no question that Digita has 
come up with another polished piece 
of professional software. 

M E? Quite honestly, I’m going 
to wait until the day dawns 
when I can download from Prestel my 
Home and Office Banking accounts 
and merge them with a package like 
this to establish expenditure patterns. 

I suspect that day isn't far distant. In 
the meantime. I'll try and remember 
what 1 spent on the mortgage (did 1 
update the amount?), the airline 
tickets (have I paid back Amex?), the 
local supermarket (was it fifty pounds 
or a hundred and fifty?) ... and so it 
goes on. 

Maybe I'm basically untidy and 
don’t like being reminded of the fact 
by a mere machine. Still, you may 
love Digita 's Home Accounts and save 
yourself a fortune in bank charges. 


REPORT CARD 


[[ume Accounts 
Digita International 
£39.99 

USEFULNESS HHHQUIIIE] 1 ' 

If this is the hind of package you want 
- and you can keep it updated, fine. 

The budge ting feature is potentially 
very useful. 

EASE OF USE 

Clear and consistent, once you get the 
hang of it, Has the feel of a competently 
written suite of programs about it. 

INTUITION . *113 

Witt multitask but has been ported 
from the ST and it shows. 

SPEED 

OK it is fast but a calculator and pile of 
bank statements may be faster. 

VALUE 

Again, depends on whether you feel 
you need this kind of program . 


OVERALL 66% 


It is difficult to justify the time needed 
to use the program, 



ARCADE STYLE GAME 

from one to four players. 

Who'd have thought a country 
farmyard could be so stressful? 
You must collect the eggs before 
the nasties get out and eat up all 
your corn. Watch out for the crazy 
duck - if she gets out of the cage, 
you're in real trouble! You must 
collect all the eggs to proceed to 
the next screen. Look out for 
hidden eggs! 

CONTROLS 

Select your own keys or joystick. 
Full instructions included in the 
program. 

GAME PLAY 

The game plays over 4 groups 
each of 8 screens which become 
progressively more difficult. 
Survive all 32 screens and the 
speed then increases to present 


even greater challenges. The 
game will play an indefinite 
number of levels. There is no limit 
to the high score table! 


This classic computer game is 
now being released for Amiga, 
Atari ST 


LOOK OUT FOR CHUCKIE EGG 2. 


Enquiries welcome for distributors 
and bulk buyers. 


Chuckie Egg 


Cheques POs to: Pick and Choose (FG) Ltd 45 Bury New Road. Manchester MB BEG. Tel OBI 831 7922 


I’ick & Chi x jsc 
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O 2nd AMIGA 
DISK DRIVE 


VISA 


NEC mechanism 
880K capacity 
(Disable Switch 

By selling direct we can provide 
the best price and maintain the 
highest quality. Rest assured that 
if, for any reason, you do not wish 
to keep the item, then return it to 
us within 14 days of purchase and 
we will refund your money in full. 
Should any item purchased from 
us fail during the first 12 months 
then we will repair it free of 
charge. 


2nd PRINTER INTERFACE 


Use your Amiga’s serial port to 
drive a second Centronics 
compatible printer. A 3 metre 
cable is included - no extras 
required. 


MIRACLE SYSTEMS 

NBC, Dean Road, Yate, Bristol BS17 5NH 
Telephone orders welcome on (0454) 317772 
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HARDWARE PRICE LIST 

!HI* 

ASOC Cvnpubr (Built In ii' Q* 0rwf ) 


AUX Pec* 

AW. 1 064 Colour Mmib nd AF Bfl* 

AF®* (OMdll emtch tiro parti 

DkftOfhn „ r 

MP31200C DUKDriv* „ 

1004 CbfcM Mtftlb _ _ 

1- 064 Cttkw W<mrtDf £ TV Tyn*i 

TVTunb 

C-urnnnn. Amiga Orva C*i 354 

Cvmm Amiga l>,i* In* P3U Caa 354 


; Sfanbna Amiga Om .. 

A501 0 5Mg Ram LI pgr & 4* 

A200S <fl| .. 

*£000(61 rath I PM Odour More In 
A20S6 (Shto Ram beard-populated 

A £045 XT Widgitoiiard Z— ZZZIZZI 


.. ..£140*9 
£3*9 99 

£»® 

£WW 
d&O® 
£299 99 
.. .£10S#9 
€173® 
£HW25 
£l7SH» 

£74*34 
... c*or,a* 

£ti«® 

£*02.50 


itga Had Chak . 


Dltc Boot (HcAda 50 Dlac*] .... 
Oise Ben (Heads I QO Diecsi .. 

CIA Mama U*t 

Pro EOflCJaert* 

Ram CHlaJr 


Speed Klngi 

AftcpUnM 


OacpUnnwaal Pnm*r^*wila- Staid 
Olzen 12CO finlK Rbborm 

10 Blank 

Diac D riv* Hand dun* 


Arm at* of Ron* .. 


Armtigadd: 

A/IPyMw* 


Around to* WWW In B0 D*v* .. 

Artie Fas ZZ..... 

Bad CM 

BdAWd or Fm* 

Barbarian „ 

8w6* T*M I 

Bar** T ia* ■ 


nope 
.€24 99 
turn* 
£34 99 
£i*99 


Pnjfiad . .. 
tad fh*nAJ 


. jtTfeadM 

Bunb Jack. . 


Buggy Boy 

Capont 

Carn*r Cfflrm avd .. 


Cheabnaatar 2000 

Chitoby Gnati* 

Cily Defence 

"Z Z! — ~ 17” 


Graafi Bmi „ 

Balay Thompacm* Ctiymfw: ChaBeng* 
Da Ian der ol tw Crown 

Oaja Vd.,,,„, 

Ckuitaqn On* — 

Etxmalv . 


Em***,.. 

£mpa* 5tlh»* Sack 


Faery T** AdvWitore . 

Fp-rpl Fcfrmi* On* .... 
Ftid tod 


Fwlbal Wtaneaarll 
Fwnutia Qiand Pm 


£3*9* 

.. €*4® 

, cib.w 

....£24.96 
... £19.99 
...£24.96 
£24 66 
£1666 
£24 69 
£24.99 


...Cl 9.66 
... Cl 4.96 
... C24.96 
...£19.96 
. r24 .96 
... C24 99 
...£24.99 
... £26.05 
£26 99 
£1669 
.. £24.99 
.£24 99 
£1469 
£1669 
£2466 
£1669 
£1669 
£4669 
£24 66 

. .£54 69 
£966 
£24 69 
£36 69 
£16 69 

£14® 


Gaa Bn* *Jr Rally . 
GeflyWuifl 


S93K, 


hang efCtiHPgD 


Lagand <6 9#«d . . 


£16 69 
£16. 69 

.... C5.50 


€26 99 
€24 60 
.£14.60 
624 W 


£65.50 
£12550 
CSPQO 
C2B7.00 
£61,50 
£91.50 
Cl 25.00 
rftfl.,00 
£60.50 
£150.00 
£1275.00 
£1439.00 


A2300 ntamot A2000 GtobCh 

A201* total® *..FFTi^DtoA&rRB .. 

NEW PRODUCT? 

A2024 Hi RpUimUffiltor £704.75 

A2621XJ Ltont C«d C105615 

1 4‘ Cota* HI R« Cdtoui Monriw , £747 50 

iff Hi R*4 Cokxjr Mordlor C2070.00 

OiPry Pad A J CkgOpng T*W*1 £«2 50 

Video Oiw Card\|mij*l b* add vath 

Ctfron] E36f 75 

, ««» 9p*c1»l CUtor fw«l*t Hock. | h q 

.idTOOOeComFbt*' *dti> 1064 Cdbuf 


£375.00 

£250.00 

£15600 


£701 j« 
£17® 00 
£650 00 

tie raw 

£5*500 


£2241.35 £167000 


£15.96 

....£19 96 
. ...£15.90 

£069 

£25® 

£14.® 


£ 10 » 

£13,» 

£500 

cu.so 

MS* 
£1 2.50 
£6» 
riH 
£13 50 
£650 


£13.50 
£20.50 
£10.50 
C16.S0 
Cl 3.50 
Cl 6.50 
Cl 4.50 
El 6. SO 
£13 SO 

El Mo 
£16.00 
£16.50 
£14. 50 
£17.50 
C17.S0 
£13 bC 
£t6.» 
ri3M 
€16 50 
Cl 0.50 
£13.50 
£14.50 
£1450 
£1350 
£1350 
£14.50 
£1650 
C‘6 50 
£27 75 
£17 30 
£i3» 
£i0» 
£t6 So 
E li SO 
CtS.Sfl 
£16 SO 
rifiw 
€19.50 
C1B.50 
€1350 
tiSSO 
£1650 
£i0.9S 
€13.50 
£17.50 
£13.50 
€1350 
FE 50 
£17.50 
£10.50 
£700 
£1*50 
£26 50 
£13.50 
£1025 
£1025 
£17.50 
£1650 
£13 5P 
£2230 
l"'3K 
£16 50 
£16.30 
£17.30 
C13S* 
IKM 
£13.50 
C1B.50 
€22 50 
£10.50 
€1350 
£1350 
£450 
£10.30 
£13.30 
(1*» 
£17. S* 
£13.53 
El £.10 
E19.S0 
£1* SO 

fi*a 

£16 50 
C16» 


AMIGA SPECIALISTS 

Unit 1, Willowsea Farm, Spout Lane North, 
Stanweli Moor, Staines, Middx TW19 6BW 
Telephone: (0753) 682988 


SAP 

PMC* 

Tit® 

S.S.R 

We* 

TK® 

SLSP 



OtiMta 

P Q W 



ES-M 

£1*50 

£13 50 
£16® 
Eii as 
£10® 
£7*0 
£16® 

Uotokr* Y- ■ 

- £».* 

,£390 66 

£696 99 
.£603 35 
.£705® 

€330 *0 

£62030 

£71**0 

€333*0 

P*P4wa 

P**a*'¥3er» Ol he wind — . 

RMUb II 

PWitaaeill ... 

PmtWIWlzmd 

Platoon _ 

— -_.„.t10.® 

.-—.,-...,...£34.® 

ri*» 

,..,.£34.® 

... CM 

E24 » 

tea 

Plrh Pan tiler , , 

PfUtaa 

SST 8 *"*. 

€19. H 

€14® 

— m,® 

- m® 

— m* 
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£24® 

£24® 


EH.® 


Star gen II .. 
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- — . 
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€199 
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...... £24.61 
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€29® 
€16® 


Space Staton 
Su. CJwJet 2 . 

5 Mi Waa 
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, £19.® 

. €14.® 
€24 » 
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rMtHrMl 


. £19.® 
. C24.® 
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.. €19.® 


£®4« 

€10,® 

£|0j® 

£MJ® 

M £04.® 

V £24® 

— —.€29.® 

—.— €24.® 
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.. £10.® 
.. £14.® 
£19® 
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£16.® 
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— C19.M 


Black. Shadow . 
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5H AMIGA atMPUTLXT: Jsnuan HOW 


ADVICE* 


Amiga Answers 


Library choice 


Q ~ 

hooky oti 


l program in Amiga Basic and 
would like to know which 
hook you recommend on the subject of 
libraries* What is a hard disc and what 
does it do ? 


G* Evans \ 
Dyfed. 


A We recommend Advanced 
Amiga Basic by Tom R, Halfhill 
and Charles Brannon published by 
Compute! Publications, Inc. ISBN 0- 
87455-045-9, £14,95. 

A hard disc is a high capacity storage 
device which ranges in size from 20 
Mh to 150 Mb, Your normal 3, Sin 
floppy disc holds 800k of data format- 
ted but a hard disc can hold 20, 40, up 
to 150 times as much, and it lias very 
fast access times as well. 

Using a hard disc, programs load 
around 10 times faster. The result 
transforms the Amiga, 


Listen up 


Q 

thinkin 


How can l had a sound file For 
playing in Amiga Basic? I am 
bug of buying the Triiogic A udio 
Digitiser, As / only program in Basic 
and have the public domain software 


of Perfect Sound I was wondering if l 
could use that for my samples? How 
can l make a file with ED so that I can 
type the filename and not use 


EXECUTE ? 


AT. Lines, 
Co v entry 


A Amicus Disc 13 contains 
routines to load and play IFF 
sound files from Amiga Basic, and you 
can obtain this disc free if you join 
1CPUG (01-346 0050) or you can buy it 
from Cavendish Commodore Centre 
(0533 550993). 

You can use ProSound software with 
the Triiogic digitiser and use the above 
routines to play them back from Basic. 
ED is a screen text editor which is used 
to create text or a batch file. 

You can create a text file to read or a 


Solve your Amiga anxiety with a 
letter to Amiga Answers. Our 
panei of experts is ready to sort 
out ail kinds of tricky problems , 
From machine code to midi, 
communications to compilers* 
Whatever your question our 
team will find the answer. 

We cannot deal with enquiries 
personally so please don't send 
an SAE. But we do need loads of 
questions. So write to Amiga 
Answers, Amiga Computing, 
North House. 78-84 Ongar Road, 
Brentwood f Essex, CM 15 9BG. 


batch file of executable commands for 
Amiga Dos to load. It is not possible to 
create a file from it that will execute 
itself. 

Loading lament 

Q I have had my Amiga for nearly 
a year and it has recently 
started having problems loading 
commercial software , Is it possible that 
the drive heads could be out of align- 
ment. If so what is the easiest way to 
cure this ? 

D. Brooks. 
Berks , 

A Although it is possible that 
your drive may be misaligned, 
it is more probable that the heads are 
dirty- The cure for this is simple, just 
pop down to your local computer shop 
and buy a head cleaning kit. They are 
relatively inexpensive and easy to use. 
If the symptoms persist take your 
Amiga to your nearest authorised 
dealer who will realign the drive for 
you. Don't overdo the use of a cleaning 
kit as you can damage your drive. 

In a spin 

Q l have recently bought an 
Amiga A500 and among the 
free software was a copy of the game 


Wizball , 7 Tic problem with this game is 
that after loading, the disc drive does 
not stop. 

As the Amiga manual recommends 
you do not remove a disc when the 
drive light is on, how do I get out of the 
game? Can you damage the drive 
taking a disc out while the light is on? 
Can this continuous use of the disc 
drive damage my drive? Is this a form 
of software protection? 

JV, Haworth, 
Lancs, 


A To quit the game all you have 
to do is to press C tri-Amiga- 
Amiga (the normal three key reset). 
You can’t damage your drive if you 
remove a disc while the light is on, but 
you can severely damage the disc 
where this particular game is con- 
cerned, as the software is just spinning 
the disc, the head is not actually 
accessing any information. This isn't 
likely to be any form of software 
protection. 

Quick lead 

Q I recently bought an Amiga 
A 500. Would you please tell 
me what I need to do to connect up my 
Riteman F+ printer to it? 

R* Finlay, 
Essex , 

A If vour printer has a Centronics 
port all you need is a cable 
which you can obtain from Trilogic 
(0274 691115), They will make you one 
lo order, the charge being £6,99 for one 
metre and £9.99 for a three metre cable. 

Sound wave 

Q Chn you recommend an audio 
digitiser? And how useful is the 
WAVE command in Amiga Basic? 1 
have been led to believe that this 

► 
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command cun turn my computer into a 
true synthesiser, is this true? 

P. Benson, 
Essex , 

A A good audio digitiser in the 
budget range is now available 
from Tri logic: (0274 &91115), It is com- 
patible with all digitising software on 
the market. Trilogic has just released 
the MK II version at £27. nil. If you can 
stretch to i|, look at I he Eidersoft 
digitiser which came top in the review 
of samplers in our July issue, hidersoft 
is on 0372 67282. 

WAVE adds versatility to the 
SOUND command by allowing you to 
design nearly infinite variations of 
waveforms. You can mix two or more 
together to get the effect of multiple 
chord notes from a single voice. You 
use the sound statement to play those 
waveforms. As for turning your com- 
puter into a synth, unlike its predeces- 
sors, the Amiga has a sound system 
that is completely waveform -orientated 
so you are not limited to one or a few 


waveforms chosen for you by a sound 
chip or synthesiser manufacturer. 

You are free to design or sample your 
own waveforms, so in theory you can 
write a program tn produce virtually 
any kind of sound. It is just about one 
of the best synthsisers on the market. 

Sprite artist 

Q How can I rah up and use a 
Deluxe Paint picture file as a 
background screen for my Amiga Basic 
games? Can a hrush in Deluxe Paint he 
turned into u BOB for incorporation 
into my programs? 

What in your opinion is the best 
hook to read to actually start writing 
assembly code programs? Before spen- 
ding large amounts of cash on a sound 
digitiser aw the results easily incor- 
porated into my own programs? 

R Derrick, 
jV, Yorkshire, 

A Must of your questions will be 
solved instantly if you obtain 


the following two Amicus discs from 
either ICPUG (U1-3461M150] or from 
Cavendish Commodore Centre (0533- 
550SH3)r 

Amicus 11, contains a program 
called brushtoBQB which converts IFF 
brushes to Amiga Basic, Amicus 13 
contains routines from Carolyn 
Scheppner of CBM Tech Support to 
read and display TFF pictures from 
Amiga Basic, and documentation. 

Also included is a program to do 
screen prints in Amiga Basic, and the 
newest RMAP files, with corrected 
ConvcrtFD program. Also example pic- 
tures and the Save TLBM screen capture 
program. 

There is a variety of example pro- 
grams in the RasicDemos drawer on 
the Amiga Basic disc. They are well 
commented, and you should print out 
the listings, study them, and incor- 
porate the required parts into your own 
programs. 

One of the best hooks to gc started in 
assembly language is First Steps in 
68000 Assembly Language by Robert 
Frskine published by Glentop, ISBN 
1-85181-0011, £12.50. 


SAVE ££££'s SAVE ££££'s SAVE ££££'s SAVE ££££'s SAVE ££££'s SAVE ££££'s SAVE ££££’» 

■00 . - , .. 


!!! FLOPPY DISKounts!!! 
THE MORE YOU BUY - 
THE MORE YOU SAVE!!! 


3,5* Bulk Packed- 

Price each disk ,.....,.25+ 50+ 75+ 1 00+ 1 50+ 

Single Sided 135 T. Pi 82p 90p 78p 7Gp 74 p 
Double Sided 1351 PI 84p flip flop 78p 76 p 

=all discs are supplied with labels and 

ARE CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 


ACCESSORIES 

KAjl4* Mill 
Afrjqfi Prnlw CatM 

-3 5* Ctian i( Kil i HuhJ'I 
5.25" ClMning Kif (Ao?! . . 
1*‘ ItoilW Sund 

MW (Win*- a-jrc 

UK 

£S« 

- 



- CHM 

1 H.M 

SpiaSaw 
fimwr Stand | 
IBOCffi 1 

EM* | 


UNIVERSAL PAINTER stand E12.es 

1 Th* diktat: It Ami* Staid 1 p« mnlu 

W. lit il stireiud nta -nap pnrffq. 

Alta pnmlB cmwitanl icjci la' 

Sfcnp FkiAflaK vbalonjitadW 



STORAGE BOXES 


350' LrofcaJbl& - Kokts 40 £*gs 

3- SO' Uxfcsftii -Hotate 30 ..*.4ES, ...£6,66 

3,50" LtEkabi* - •,■■£8 66 

5.25" - Holds 50 -E4.96 

5.26“ Locka&S- Hoads 100 BG.97 

5.26“ Luckatfa - HoSfl* M0 . w ..^ r . w ,.* Ed-B? 

ALL WITH LOCK A TWO KEYS 
DIVIDERS 4 AHTISTATICI 


BRANDED 3.5" DISKS 


SS DS 

Verbatim. 12.99 1359 

Dysari...., ,11.93 14.99 

3M .....10.99 13.99 

Sony 13.99 14.99 


HD 
3599 
30 99 

44.99 

39.99 


Choose any sire storage box tq go with yoer 
branded disks for an extra £9.951 


BULK PACKED OFFERS- 
BEST VALUE IN TOWN 


29 Double Sided 3.5‘ I33T.P.I. Disks with 

our storage box £1995 

46 Double Sided 3 S' 135T.P1 Disks with 

our storage box £3595 

60 Double Sided 3.5* 135T.P1 Disks with 

our storage box .£43.95 

80 Double Sided 3.5* 135T.P.I. Disks with 
our storage box E& 4.95 


FANTASTIC 

SAVINGS! 


You can choose either +0 capacity storage 
box or BO capacity storage box to go wHh 
your discs. 

If you waul a 1 20 capacity storage box Just 
add a further £2,50 


ALL BOXES COME WITH LOCK, 2 KEYS, 
DIVIDERS AND ARE ANTISTATIC 
AIL DISKS COME WITH LABELS AND ARE 100% 
GUARANTEED ERROR FREE 


MELTON COMPUTER SUPPLIES 

„ Melton Mowbray, Leics. LE13 1YG 

£ FI Tel: 0664 410666 <24 hrs) T Fax: 0664 410221 

T * EDUCATUSNAL A GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME T 

□S EAOE Remember the price you see is all you pay (ILK, only). Prices include VAT and carriage 

SAVE ££££’b SAVE ££££s SAVE ££££'s SAVE ££££'e SAVE ££££s SAVE ££££'e SAVE ££££« 
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BATH COMPUTER SHACK 


MOUSE MASTER 

5 




Are you tired of fumbling 
under or behind your com- 
puter to swap yow mouse 
' and joystick cables ? Are 

your cables and computer connectors worn out from all the 
plugging and unplugging? Then Mouse Master is a must 
for you! 

Mouse Master is an innovative switchbox that allows you 
to instantly select either your mouse or joystick (or other 
controller) in port L A switch on the top does the 
swapping for you! Additionally, port 2 is bro ught out to 
make all the ports easily accessible. £24.951 




MONITOR STANDS 

Specifically designed for iae with your AMIGA 500 with 
i slot out for the disk rfrive, Your Amiga fits neally und 
yam monitor with no untidy leads in view, £19.95 



Quality 
Mouse Mat 

Only £6.95 


8E Chelsea Hoad, Lower Weston 
Bath, Avon 
BA1 3DU 


Lifetime 

Guaranteed, 

double sided, 

double 

density, 

135TPI, 

bulk wrapped | 
discs with 


Lvfstini* 
Guaranteed, 
double sided, 
double 
density, 

MTP1, 

bulk wrapped | 
discs with 



j lab i It 


J labels 

Quantity 

Price 

Quantity 

Price 

10 

£8.99 

10, 

,.,.,£3.49 

20 

£17.89 

20 

£6.50 

25 

£22.29 

25 


50 

.,£43.99 

50 

£15,50 

TOO 

£84.99 

10S 

£31,00 


NEW BULK DISC 
PACKAGE DEALS! 


35" Discs 

40 0iscs+40 Capacity box... .£39.99 
SO Disc 54 30 Capacity box £74.99 


SiS" Discs 

50 Desos-4-50 Capacity box £17 09 

100 Discs+100 Capacity box £34.99 


LOCKABLE DISC STORAGE BOXES 

3sr 5JS‘ 

40 «P«Fty £5.49 50 capacity... £S49 

80 c apac rty £T 49 1 gg ca pa city „„ m |7,49 

Plastic Storage Box - holds 10 (Stale 35‘ or 5.25') 75p 


II! 


WANT IT CHEAPER? 


01 ‘672 4791 


Phene 
Between 
8AM-9RM 
7 days a 
week 


ASM.. £375 

A1 084s Col Monitor £2B0 

A500 + 1084 £579 

A501 V. Meg Exp. £125 

A520 Modulator £22 

Ext. 3.5 H 1 Meg Dnve £1 05 

A200Q + 1084 Moi 
BUNDLE 


..£1377 


A5Q0 + 1084S + Modulator + Photon 
Paint + 10 Star Software Gamas .. £540 

FEIDPIEIAIS 

Easyl A4 Graphics Tablet ............. £270 

Cherry A3 Graph. Tablet .,,..£500 

Taxan Plotter (8 Pars) .....£730 

Amiga MPS1500C Col Printer £277 

Epson LX8QD Dot Matrix £27$ 

XEROX 4020 £990 

Star Colour Printer £269 

OKI 20 Col Printer „£166 


AC BASIC Compitef 

AC FORTRAN. 

Assam Pro 

Aztec C Developer 

£150 

£230 

£39 

£224 

Devpac 

£40 

KSeka 

£35 

lattice C 

True Basic . . 

£55 

True Basic Runtime 

£55 



Speeds 

Dungeon Master 

£18,50 

£16.00 

Elite 

£13 50 

Empire Strikes Back 
Creature 

...£13,50 

£16,50 

Final Mission 

...,...£13 50 

Interceptor 

£1 7,50 

Lancelot 

... ...El 3 53 

Star Glider 2, 

Star Ray - 

..,.,.£16.50 
£1650 

Vitus 

£13,50 

Whirligig 

Xenon... 

£1350 


Plus Many More 


All Prices INCLUDE VAT 
Some prices may be cheaper I So 
why r*pt phone and find out! This is a 
small detection, so phone for ary iiem 
you require cheaply. I.e. Paper, 
Disks, Business Packs/Software, 
Gamas. Hardware, Printers, Modems, 
Utilities, and Consumables. 

And Much More. 

Call lor details on PAP. Prices may 
vary. Prices correct at time of goino to 
press 


DATAGRAM LTD, 52 Idlecombe Road, Tooting, London SW17 9TB 


AT iiiiA n /y King us iUHflffor ol* ultra low 

ol Or AMluA f prices on than two leading 
computers 

UP TO 35% OFF ALL 16 BIT SOFTWARE 

e.g. Rocket Ranger (Amiga) £20.99 

Starglider II (ST/Amiga) £ 17.39 

ALL PRINTERS NOW WITH FREE BOX OF PAPER 

Branded discs; Sony, TDK, Verbatim, Dysan 3.5“ Discs 
FULLY GUARANTEED MEDIA - BEST PRICES IN UK! 


CHEAPI 
CHEAP! 

3.5" DISKS 3.5" 

10 -.0.90 

25 moo 

50 £35.50 

75 . fS2.50 

100 £69.00 

UNCERTIFIED, 
UNGUARANTEED, 
3.5* BULK DISCS 


M II tO 


BY PHONE 0244 312666 


BY POST TO ABOVE ADDRESS 


BY FAX 0244 314S35 


BY TELEX 61556 CARIBAG 















Golden disc 

Have you ever fallen in love with an 
£700 shoebox? No? Perhaps your 
Guccis couldn’t handle 30 megabytes. 

Rupert Goodwins goes for a drive 
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I ITS is th e heartrending plea 
found stuffed up the chimneys 
and down the storage heaters of many 
an Amiga 5t»n owner come Christmas. 
Santa, a kindly chap but now 
privatised to the point where his team 
consists ot two part-time gnomes and 
a pink-nosed lack Russell, might 
scratch his beard at (he first two 
requests, guffaw at the third . . , but 
the last? A hard disc drive? Who does 
he think I am, bather Christmas? 

Sad to say, hard disc units are 
teeth-suckingly expensive. The subject 
of this review, the SupraDrive 30 
megabyte SCSI hard disc, dents the 
plastic to the tune of some £70tJ. 
Considering that this sum would 
purchase around 8ot> megabytes of 
floppy disc, there would have to be 
something pretty special about the 
harder variety. And them is. 

The Supra Drive comes in two parts: 
The hard disc itself, the same width, 
depth and half the height of a 
shoebox, but much heavier, and the 
SCSI interface, which is about the size 
of a size 13 trainer. This (no, not the 
shoe) plugs into the expansion slot on 
the right-hand side of the A500 and 
has a huge socket oti the back. This in 
turn connects, via a huge cable, to a 
socket on the back of the disc drive 
itself. 

The drive has another, slightly 
smaller, socket and a mains 
connector. The second socket is there 
as part of the SCSI standard - SCSI, 
pronounced Scuzzy, stands for Small 
Computer Standard Interfere and is 
so clever it gets a paragraph to itself 
later. Plugging in the disc drive to the 
mains completes the hardware 
installation. 

Unlike many peripherals, the 
sequence in which the SupraDrive 
and the Amiga ate switched on is 
important. The manual advises that 
the drive is turned on 30 seconds 
before the Amiga, and turned off after 
the computer has been powered 
down. This might seem annoying, but 
not in the same league of mental 
anguish as the dead computer and 
fried interface that the manual warns 
of should shortcuts be taken. 

If ail goes well the first time you 
counts to 30 nothing much happens. 

The disc drive whirrs at about the 
noise level of a Hoover in the next 
room, and the usual upside-down 
disc icon appears on the monitor. For, 
due to some ancient design decisions, 
the Amiga cannot start up from a 
hard disc with Kickstarf 1.2. A floppy 
disc is still needed to get the 


computer going. 

The floppy supplied with the 
SupraDrive contains the startup 
sequence that tells AmigaDos all 
about the hard disc. This process is 
fairly fast, since as soon as the hard 
disc software is installed the Amiga 
can load Workbench from the 
SupraDrive and forget about the 
floppy. And loading from hard disc is 
some four times faster. ■ 

Once into the Workbench, them are 
surprises in store. For a start, there’s 
ah out 1 4 Ok less memory free. And 
there are five more icons which look 
not unlike the disc drive and are 
indeed labelled SupraDrive and 
SupraDrive 1 to 4. Clicking on these 
reveals that the Amiga considers each 
to lie a separate drive, w r ith its own 
windows and sets of icons. 


UPKADRIVE has all the standard 
Workbench bits and pieces: 
basic. Say, the CLI (command line 
interface) and so on, The other four 
icons reveal nothing - they are blank, 
ready to receive almost 3CJ Mb of your 
favourite programs and data. 

To help transfer stuff by the 
floppyful into the SupraDrive, a 
program called CLI mate is provided. 
This is a picturesque alternative to the 
CLi COPY command: tl displays a list 
of files on one device - like the 
floppy - and lets the user select all or 
some of them w ith the mouse before 
copying them on to another - like the 
SupraDrive, Then? are various other 
facilities like MakeDir and, although 
it doesn’t do much more than the CLI 
can, CLlmate is much friendlier. 

The five icons on the Workbench 
correspond to five partitions - a way 
of making the acres of space on the 
SupraDrive easier to handle. The 
Amiga thinks there are five separate 
hard discs called DHt): to DH4:, You 
thought the areas were called 
SupraDrives? 

Owmjfig a hard disc is like owning 
a lust car - It’s necessary to know a 
lot about driving before you can make 
the most of it. And the hard disc 
reveals, with no punches pulled, the 
darker side of the Amiga. The bright, 
happy, icons, windows and mice 
interface that is the Workbench hides 
a lot of information - information that 
you must have to use the hard disc. 

And the key to it all is the CLI. 

If you’re already clear about the 


January 1989 AMIGA COMPUTING 83 


■ REVIEWS 


Transformation scene 


The SupraDrive is excellent in daily 
use. After about a week of learning 
more of the intricacies of AmigaDos 
than I thought existed, I had installed 
a healthy selection of software and 
written a few CLI programs to make 
them work more or less as I wished 
to. ComicSetter was a transformed 
program, since having six discs’ 
worth of clip art only a mouseclick 
away made experimentation not only 
possible but painless. And shuffling 
IFF files between DeLuxe Paint and 
Photon Paint, and text between Word 


CLT. own the AmigaDos manual and 
have spent many happy hours diving 
in and out of subdirectories, adding 
ASSIGN'S and pondering PATHs, then 
there is little in the SupraDrive to 
shock you. But otherwise there is a lot 
to learn before the hard disc can be 
configured exactly to taste. 

Fur example, just copying a 
program on to DH2: might not be 
much good if the startup sequence for 
it makes many references to DFO:. 

To be fair, the manual does have a 
good section on installing 
applications, and what to do if 
something seems not to work. And 
many programs have a simple hard 
disc installation procedure anyway, 
especially those like Professional Page 
which are likely to prompt you into 
biting the bank balance and buying a 
hard disc. 

Hut there are many places where 
it’s necessary to dive into Dos. So be 
prepared, and regard the AmigaDos 
manual as a must have. 

Once this point is passed, and some 
confidence is gained about the way 
the disc and AmigaDos interact some 
of the more dangerous ideas can be 





Perfect and Professional Page was 
wonderfully simple. 

For the first time, the idea of 
writing a major chunk of software on 
the Amiga was attractive. Likewise, 
with all the tools to modify text and 
graphics to hand, using DT P to 
produce a magazine seemed almost 
irresistible. The days of requesters 
asking me to “Replace WB 1.2 |GB) in 
any drive" were forgotten - it was 
like having a new computer. And 
they want it back.., perhaps I can 
emigrate. 


tried. It’s possihle to change the 
number of partitions, for example; 
more partitions makes lor a faster 
filing system hut need more memory 
and vice versa. 

And once many files have been 
created, deleted, moved around and 
generally messed about with, the 
distribution of data on the disc can 
become widely scattered. This 
process, called fragmentation, can 
really slow down loads and saves and 
can best be cured by copying all the 
files on to floppy, reformatting the 
hard disc and then copying 
everything hack again. 


F ORMATTING, reparlilkming and 
clearing sections of the disc is 
taken care of by the Supra Format 
program. This is an initially 
intimidating utility, presenting on one 
screen all the information about the 
type of drive, number and size of 
partitions. The major operations are 
explained - with suitable frighteners 
attached - in the manual, but much 
isn't. This includes SGSI changes... 

The Small Computer Standard 
Interface is. by now, quite an elderly 
standard. It was originally intended to 
let any micro use any mass storage 
device, and also to enable storage 
devices to talk directly to each other 
without tying up the main micro. 

So it is - in theory - possible to go 
out and buy a tape streamer (a device 
rising tape to store a lot of data, useful 
for making security backups of hard 
discs] which is not designed for use 
with the Amiga and just plug it into 
the socket in the back of the 
SupraDrive, 

The trouble with SCSI is that 


different manufacturers have tended 
to use different interpretations of the 
published standard - much like 
RS232 - so it's always advisable to 
check the combination of bits before 
committing to Ihe purchase. Rut it's 
nice to know that it's there. 


I S the SupraDrive worth the 
money? On the one hand, 70U 
smackeroonies is an awful lot of 
money when a similar sum will buy a 
SO megabyte drive with attached 
computer and monitor in the IBM PC 
world. Let's face it £700 is an awful 
lot no matter what. But if any sort of 
serious work - the sort that will 
produce enough money to pay for the 
thing - is envisaged, then there really 
isn't much choice. 

Why does it cost so much? Thai, as 
they say, is a good question, Perhaps 
in the next year or so there will be 
enough competition to bring the price 
earthwards slightly. Perhaps. 

Meanwhile, it's up to you whether 
you can justify the expense, I’ve tried 
hard and failed, and anyway I've gnl 
to the age where Santa just brings me 
socks. Rut if you can, do. You won’t 
regret it. 


REPORT CARD 


Supra 30me£ Elard disc 
F mil tier Sfiftwari; 

£699.95 

USEFULNESS .... 

It is a dream machine which transforms 
using the Amiga. 

EASE OF USE 

You need to understand a ht about 
AmigaDos to get the Supra disc drive 
working . 

SOFTWARE 

Works with the fast filing system, albeit 
with some help from Frontier. 

speed i 

Speeds program loading and makes 
large packages a joy to use, especially 
with FFS 

VALUE HI I I 

Expensive. Compared to IBM drives 
this is exorbitant. 


OVERALL 


/ want one, and would buy this without 
hesitation if I could afford it. But £800 
is OTT. 
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HUMGOLD 
COMPUTERS LTD 

for your AMIGA requirements 


Cerrmwtan Am pi &am*i 

fiftP Out Prtea 

Alwntfo Pteatey ■ 

£19.95 

Cl 5 96 

Bants Tata Ml wh. 

£24 94 

£20.21 

Than A »n .. 

£19.96 

fiS,M 

Gwi Ckwgh'5. Faotoail Fonuws £14.(6 

£11. « 

Buggy Boy . „ 

... (2494 

£10* 

Capone _ 

£2494 

E19.96 

Cantor Command 

0494 

£19.96 

FA-10 Interoptr 

£2494 

caa.si 

Fwwi Fcntiuta 1 _ 

£2494 

£20.21 

FtxHball Managr 2 ___ 

C1995 

CIS* 

Ikari Warner* „ _ 

... (2494 

£14* 

Jmrtar - 

£24.94 

£19.98 

Lirc«4 

. „ £19.95 

CIS.06 

L*g*nd Ol Tlw Sword _ 

£2494 

£19.96 

Mhdftgtiar,.,., 

... (74 94 

£19* 

flafum To C*n«o 

... Clfl.95 

£1S* 

Hjcfcot Rangor 

.... £29.05 

(23.95 

Sct4jWs DWj k* 

..£10 96 

El 5.36 

Slargikbwr ? 

124 94 

£19* 

Sufc Banlfl Simulaler 

£24.04 

C2Q59 

Thundtr Cli* 

£24.94 

£1996 

Voacrtnl „ 

...£14.95 

til.» 

Vtm 

....£19.* 

£15 96 


Cwwntfsn Amiga RRp Our hie* 

* £1999 CIS T9 


Commode r* Ardgi SdCwo 


Arwnatiofi: Flppw 

Aninudion. PAuhi^aw 

B**w7«Jrt 

. £42.00 

£83.00 

... £11095 

£33.01 
£50, ?0 
CW.96 
£56 64 

Comic Sattar 

... .C6935 

Comic S«t»rC4p AH Lbr«y £24.95 

0027 

VWbo (PAL) 

....£69.05 

ES6.6G 

Face If 

-.£24,00 

C19.32 

K -G*d$rt 


£23.96 

K AogBl 


£39% 

C#*J 

KndllVoids 

... £49.00 

Mpoftn fv. 

..£149.05 

£123.71 

fleasen 

.£304 75 

£261.42 

£474* 

tike DH«Mr i, .L 

,,..£4700 


PU)fc Dtxntxi Dtie £275 aaeh 

Commotai Amiga Mtrdww 

OigiView 3.0 (PAL) t 149 95 £127 45 

Amiga 5H*5*t«r ft £2»99 €365® 

TV Moduhhjf 04.® £2J*9 


Pleose send your orders (cash/cheque only) to: 
HUMGOLD COMPUTERS LTD (Mail Order Dept,) 

85 Longhurst Rood, Lewisham, LONDON SE13 5NA 
01-852 3992 (ansafone) for full price list 
Afl prices ore subject to change 



Purple 

Rulolic Domain 


Amiga public domain from PURPLE P,D. We have FISH 
10-162, AMICUS 1-26, Slipped Disk 1-40, FAUG HOTMIX 
1-53, APDC 1-25, Panorama 1-62, SoftvilJe 1-162, 
and others. 

Prices; each disk £3.00, 10+ £2.75 each, 50+ £2.66 eadr, 

100+ £2,50 each, 200* £2 25 each end CO £2.00 each, Fully inclusive 

For a copy of the caraioQue send a STAMPED S AE. to: 

Purple P.D. 1 Bartholomew Road, 

Bishop's Stoftford, Herts, CM23 3TP 


FREE PRIZE 
voucher WITH 
EVERY GAME 
ORDERED 


CUT PRICE SOFTWARE LTD. 

(Blank 3.5" Disks with labels only E10.95 per box of 10) 


free prize 
VOUCHER WITH 
EVERY GAME 
ORDERED 


AMIGA GAMES RRP OURS 

King of Chicago £9.99 19.99 

Defender of the Crown 29.99 19,99 

SintwJ 2999 19.99 

SOI , 29 99 19 99 

Barbarian . ..24.95 16 95 

TerrDiptxJs 24.95 16.95 

Oblilerator 24.95 16 95 

No Excuses . T9.95 13.95 

Jet (Sublogic} ., 45.95 29.95 

Balance oi Power 24.95 16.95 

Barbarian (Palace) 19.99 13.95 

Three Stooges 29.99 18.95 

Nebulus 13.95 

Grand Slam Tennis .... ..24.96 16.95 

Platoon 24.96 16 95 

E.C.0 24.95 16 95 

Guadralien 24,95 15-96 

Return of theJedf.. 24.95 16 95 

Rol ling Thunder , 24 .99 1 6 gg 

Empire Striker Back .24,95 16.95 

Shadowgale . 24.95 16 95 

Si* Wars 24.95 16.95 

Kenon 19,95 13.95 

Birdie 24.95 16.95 

Sum m er Qlym piad 24.96 1 6 .95 

Football Manager Hi 19.99 1 3 99 

Flight Simulator II 45.95 29 95 

Afterburner 24.95 1 6 95 

An of Chess 24 95 16.95 

Ebon&tar 24.99 15.99 

Craps Academy .. 24.99 is.gg 

Pioneer Plague 24.95 16.95 

Sinp Poker II 14.95 10.95 

Strip Poker Daladisk 9 .95 5 .95 

Roc kel Ranger 29 99 19 ,99 

WizbaJI 24 95 1 6 99 

Street Fighter 24 95 15 95 


AMIGA GAMES RRP OURS 

Shod 'em Up Con. Sel .. 24.95 1 6.95 

Moebious 24.95 1 6 95 

Star Glider II 24.95 16 95 

Fire & Forget 24.95 16.95 

Garrison 11 24.95 1695 

Ouadralien 19.99 1395 

Mortville Manor 24 95 16.95 

Starray 24.95 15.95 

Bionic Commandos 24 99 16.99 

Better Dead than Alien 1 9 95 1 3 .95 

Peter Beardsley Soccer . .. 19.95 12 95 

Fusion- 1995 13.95 

Lombard RAC Rally 24.95 16.95 

Gee Bee Air Rally 24.95 16 95 

Virus 24.99 15,99 

Fernandes MuSI Die 24 95 1 6.95 

Netherworld ... 19.95 13.95 

Sky Blaster 19.95 1 3 96 

Flinla tones 19.95 13 95 

Arkanoid 1 1 19.99 13.95 

Soccer Supremo .. . 14.95 10.95 

Crystal Hammer 19.95 13.95 

Whirligig 1995 13.95 

Baiiieships 1999 13.95 

Hollywood Poker 19.95 13 95 

Vampires Empires 19 95 13 95 

Bad Cat 24.95 19 95 

Time Stood Still 19.95 12 95 

Si lem Service 24.95 16 95 

Captain Blood 24 95 16 95 

T-R.LA.D 29 95 19 95 

EUte (Sept) 24 99 16 99 

Bombjack 24 99 16 99 

Pa cMama. 24.99 1 6 99 

Zynaps 19. 99 13 99 

Zoom . .19.95 13 95 

AGRHHHH 2995 19 99 


AMIGA BUSINESS PRODUCTS 

RHP OURS 

Superbase Personal 99.95 64.95 

Superbase Professional 249.95 169.95 

Superbasa N 99.95 64 .95 

WordPerfect 220.65 149 95 

Logetixs 114.95 75.95 

VIP Professional ,228.05 149 95 

Assembler 6995 49 96 

Amiga File 69 95 49.95 

Lattice C 1B9.95 13995 

Pascal 09.95 59.95 

Toolkit 39.95 29.95 

Promise 39.95 29.95 

Comte Seller 69.95 49 95 

Macro Assembler 69 95 49 95 

Photon Paint 69 95 49 95 

Am maloti Images 1 03 50 &9 95 

Animator 57 50 39.95 

Animator 3D 12995 99.95 

Impact 63.25 54.95 

Video Tula 110.40 99.95 

Digipaml 59.95 39.95 

Sculpt 3D 89.00 79.00 

Draw Plus . <198.95 149 95 

Express Paint 69 95 49 95 

AudfO Master .. 46 00 39 00 

SOhi* 57.50 4495 

K -Spread II 79.95 49.95 

K-Data . 4995 34.95 

K-Seka 49.95 34 95 

K-Rogei 49.95 34.95 

K-Gadgei . ... 29.95 19 95 

K-Te*l 19 95 14 95 

K -Comm It 49 95 34 95 

The Works 1 . 149 95 119 95 

Drum Studio 39 95 29.95 

Prownte 75 00 4995 


AMIGA ADVENTURES RRP OURS 

JinJtter 24 96 16.9$ 

Guild of Thieves .... 24 95 16 95 

Mmdfighter ..24.99 15 99 

Deja-Vu 29 95 19-95 

Curuptido 24.95 15 99 

Uninvited . .... ,29.95 19 99 

Lancelot 1995 16.95 

Times and Love 24.99 16 99 

Leather Goddess . 29.99 19 99 

Bermuda Projects 24 99 1 6 99 

Chronoquest .. . 29 99 19 99 

Phaniasie III 24.99 ?6 99 

Time & Magik ... .... 19.95 16.95 

Legend Df the Sword . .. 29.95 19.95 


How to Order 

AN prices include VAT 
Game products postage free 
U K. mainland only. 
Overseas Orders add El .00 per disk. 
Air Mail £2.00 per drsfc. 
Cheques /Postal Orders 
(Sterling only please). 

Made payable lo 
Cul Price Software Ltd,, 

17, Siaple Tye, Harlow, 
Ease* CM18 7LX 


Securicor Delivery £6,95 
Recorded Delivery £2 50 


E3 


Visa or Access orders 
[24 hour Ansaphone) ■ 
(0279) 24433' 3 1956 n 




Collect vouchers for , , « Free Discs , » . Free Games . , , Free Day Trip to France , . , Free Weekend Breaks . 
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THE SILENT PORTABLE PRINTER 

The HUSH-80 from Ferrotec is a small portable 
thermal printer, quiet in operation, which is ideally 
suited for home use, office back-up and everywhere 
when NLQ isn't required. Fast and efficient - no 
pretensions to anything else + Easy to operate , 
quick to load and simple to service. A friend to the 
budget conscious, a professional product at an 
economic price, 

DISK DRIVES 

• Compatible with A500/Al000/A2000 and PCI. 

• Both Z X A and 5 Va give 880K Formatted, 

• Throughport, to add more drives. 


Enable and disable switch. 

Vfery quiet and reliable Drive Mechanism, 

1.3 Metres of cable so you can put your second 
drive wherever you want to. 

Full 12 Month Warranty. 

Made in the EEC to European and British Safety 
Standards. 

• Already 180,000 Drives sold in Europe, 

For More Information Call: 

T.WD, Limited, Dublin, Ireland, Tel: 522811. 
Twillstar Ltd., Middlesex, England. Tel: 01-5716551, 
Amtron AB t Houten, Holland. Tel: 03403-79690. 
Bruce Campbel l GY T Helsinki, Finland. Tel: 80-780433. 


©FERROTEC 

Dealer Enquiries to Manufacturer: 

Ferrotec Ltd,, Unit T9, Stillorgan Industrial Park, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin, Ireland. 
Tel: 353-1-952529. Fax: 353-1-953625 Telex: 91810. 


1 Price applies 10 
C372N or QDMP | 
Other prices on 
application 







Apolonia Software -presents 

COMPUSHOP 1 

The bestprices lor the Atari ST and the Amiga Hardware and Software. 
Just have a look at some examples: 





Usp iMBtacomcc) - Aianr Amiga El 43.75 

Pascal (Melacgmcol - Atari'Amiga EM, 95 

Dsvpac ST-V2.W - Anar* 1 Amiga E49 95 

Sufmrbaee Personal - Atari,'An*ga. — £77 23 

Cr Baling your own adventure* for fun or S*e £29-08 

Acquiiiwn - Amiga . El 83 .90 

D*gipaim (PAL)- Amtga ............... £34 01 

D*f)iview 3.0 (Inc Adapter) - Amga El 36.00 

Ogi Proid - Amiga £56.50 

Photon Paint - Arnica , E53.50 

Express Paint V.2.0 - Amiga £40.30 

Faccii - Arnica El 9.00 

F- Basic - Amtgai £55.50 

X Cad Arvga ....... £333 50 

Prowrila V.2.0- Amiga Cfi&.OO 

Kindwwd* - Amga £30.50 

Analyse 1 V.2 0 (Brown Waugh | - Amiga , £ 1 07 .75 

Scntibla 1 (Brown Waugh) -Amtge,..,, ESS.OO 

Organize! (Brawn Waugfi) - Am>ga . ........ £05.00 

GBS-PC 1 (Brown Waugh) - Amiga ESS.OO 

Publisher 1000 (Brawn Waugh) - Amiga £160.00 

Music Studto (Actuation) - Amgii E29.D0 

Lalica C (Mtfacomopl - Amiga ... £230 QQ 

LaliceC Profl (Metoomeol - Amiga ..£230 00 

Studio Magic - Amiga £50.00 

Prosound Designer (Compttfe) - Amiga ,..,....£65.00 

ProMXrnd (Software only) - Amiga .£27,00 

Profound Designer with Mi* - Amiga E76.50 

Promtoi (Mi* templar tor PSD) - Amiga - £27.00 

Prosound TbOikil - Am»ga . £27.00 


£199 00 
.. £85 00 
..£79.00 


Triwgle 5 -25' with PC Ditto - Atari 
Triangle 1Mb 2nd On** - Amiga .... 

TriangM Internai A2000 3.5“ Kit 

Cumana 1 Mb 2nd Orrve - Amiga £1 25 .00 

Miracle WS2000 Modem - Atari,' Amiga £1 15.00 

M trade WS4O00 Modem - Atari'Amge . E 1 69.00 

Lionel Modem - AlarivAmiga f 1 ^-00 

Senes Fan 21 23S Modem - Aten/ Amiga £260.00 

NigMsngale Modem (Man dial) - Amiga £1 10.00' 

RS232 Modem Cable - Atari,' Amiga £1 2. 00 

printer Cable - Amga- ST - Cl 2-00 

Ed»n L XS00 Obi Math* 0 Pm Print £277 .50 

star LC10 - Manor Ddt Matrix.^ Pin £240 .00 

Star LC 1 0 - Colour, 'Dol Matrix* Pin £250 .00 

Star LC24 - 1024 Pm-Multrtcnt £307. 55 

Star Lasarprintef 8 (lMlj Standard ) £1 740..B9+VAT 

EkferSblt Graphic Tablet - AW Amiga . .. - C23S 03+ VAT 

Amiga 500 + Starter Krt £318.00 * VAT 

As above + Modulate? £336.W*VAT 

Amiga 500 + 1084 Colour Mar + Staner £548.30* V AT 

Anega 500 Business Pack (A500 4 Mona Mornior * 

Printer + The Works * Transform# -Mono 

Text ISM -PC Ethul - £558.23+ VAT 

Amiga 500 as afiOva bul wrtti A 108+ Colour Mo-iitor Instead 

at the Mo™ Monitor £$74.00+ VAT 

Amiga Modulator A&20 £23.50 


Micron 2Mb Mem. Expanse -A200Q £379.42+ VAT 

Micron 2Mb M ern Expansion -ASMrA 1000 £301 . 72+ VAT 

Pro Ram 20 00 (8 Mb Rami Unpopulated £108 OO+VAT 

Flicker Fixer £2Bt. 50+ VAT 

Girtock ASOQr A200G- (AS0O2) . . E21 2 .60+ VAT 

Proff. GfcVock A500' ASOCfr (ASSOC) £505.00+ VAT 

P tried Vision {fleal Time Vid .Digit.} ................ El 51 .13+ VAT 

A101Q !Mb 2nd (All Amigas) £1 17.9*+ VAT 

Midi Interface (Standard Seriall - Amiga £25.00 

Philips SC M 8833 aereo Col Mon £239 10+ VAT 

CM8852 High Res Cat Mon £269. 20+ VAT 

Amiga 190QM Mono Monitor ...... £84 10+ VAT 

Monitor Statajn (Tilt A Swivel Idt all 12* A 14' 

MdtVtore £ 1 8.95 

Mouse Masler (Unique Mouse A Joys-Tick twitch - allows 
oannection of 2 toystucks A a mouse or any other oontiqller 
- with any combination that you'll require - no unplugging 
□shies - the best moute/joynicfc port controller) - Atari/ 

Am^a ...£21.00 

Mouse Patti (The beet mouse mal around, speoal anrt-stabc 
A unique surface far a better grip 6 Short distance travel, 

perfect tor any mouse on any oompui“ f £5,50 

Monitor Stand a (very elegant and speoally made to III any 

Atari or any Ar™ga Computer) £24.00 

Unistand Primer Stand ..-..£9,50 

Disk. Boxes. 40x3.5' Disks ......’..,........,..£8 05 


A501 Ekp Board with Clock 

A/nga 1054 Colour Morn lor 
Amga 2000 . 


£245.21 +VAT 

..C97B.SO+VAT 


£1 1 0,00 DuA Boxes : 80x3,5" Disks . .. . 


Am*ga20Q * 1084 Colour Man £l 151.7S+VAT 

Amiga 20M6 Hard Drive lor 2000 £620 00 


..£10 95 


Disk Boxes: 1 00x3.5" Disks £1 2.85 

Chsh Boxes. 1 20x3.5" Oifks £1395 

Disk Baxes: SfeS.&'Drtkl £8.95 

Disk Boxes: 1 20x5,25’ Disks £13.05 


These are wly some examples, tot more .ntarmalioh call COMPUSHOP 1 00 01-73* MQQ. II you * «ol set H. it not meah *e 60 net haw fl Please cal us and you wril not regret H, Pnces are ahyays 

fluctuating up or skum Please call for (ho latest mlormabon and tor amiability 
STOP PflESS. LOOK! 3.5 - Discs (DSD D'l td lor E 1 1 DO. 20 for £2100. 40 tor £40 00 and 50 tor £47.50. 

FOR THE BEST PACES FOR ALL ATARI -AMIGA HARDWARE (Computers. Peripherals and Accessories) cal COMPUSR0P1, tl 01-T^S WOO 
(make ehequei'PQs payable to Apdonia Software and send to 

APOLONIA SOFTWARE, DPT AC1, SOOTH BANK BUSINESS CENTRE, UNIT 25{M) r THAMES HOUSE, 140 BATTERSEA PARK ROAD, LONDON SW11 4NB. 

Hail Order Oftly, Speedy delivery. Ho hidden esttrai. 

APOLONIA SOFTWARE - THE COUP ANY THAT CARES I 
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^ Amiga Arcade 



S PACE pirates have been pil- 
laging, the Federation's storage 
depot and made off with assorted 
jewels, minerals, ammunition and 
the very latest fashions in battle 
weaponry. 

ft is your (ask to take a Cybernoid 
battlecruiser to get the pirates with 
their plunder. All recovered treasure 
within a level must be returned to the 
depot. 

Fait to return the booty within the 
al totted time and you'll lose one of 
vaur sis ships. The faster you 
complete the task, the higher your 
score - and you 11 gain an extra ship. 

Cybernoid originally appeared on 
fl bit micros and was designed by 
Raffaele Cecco. author of several ear- 
lier and successful games. This con- 
version for the Amiga has been 
expertly handled by Tony Cooper 
The game opens with an attractive 
title screen and a strong theme tune, 
courtesy of Gary Knight. There are 
few options. Well, there's only one, 
actually - sound effects on or sound 
effects off. The game is joystick 
driven and single player only. 

There is an opening feature which I 
have never seen before. Holding 
down both mouse buttons while on 
the credits screen and moving the 
mouse up or down allows you to pos- 
ition the picture vertically. Saves 
messing around with your vertical 
adjustment controls. 

Your Cybernoid craft begins its 
mission in the first chamber of the 
pirate stronghold. The small, chubby 
ship moves swiftly and responsively 
to the joystick. It needs to. Alien craft 
and a host of defence mechanisms 
are out to destroy you. 

A display panel at the top of the 
screen shows the number of Cyber- 
noids remaining, score, value of i 
cargo recovered on the level, the cur- 
rent weapon mode, quantity poss- 
essed and maximum allowable, with 
remaining time available shown as a 
bar chart 

As well as firing forward „ the 
Cybernoid has additional attack j 
capabilities, Weapon modes are 
changed by pressing function keys. 
These give you bombs (for wiping 
out large defence emplacements!, I 
impact mines (seed them strategically 
so (hat pirates smack into them), 
defence shields (giving short-term 
invincibility), bouncing bombs (blue 



blobs a la Arkanuid] and seekers 
(homing missiles]. 

While this range of weaponry does 
al least give you a reasonable chance 
of survival against the opposition, it 
is no easy matter keeping one eye on 
the screen while trying to pick out the 
desired key. Fumbling for or stab- 
bing at the top row of your Amiga 
keyboard is bound to be the order of 
the day. 

When an enemy craft is destroyed 
it sheds its booty. Flying over the 
treasure gathers it into your hold. 
Occasionally a destroyed ship will 
drop a yellow canister, and this 
increments the quantity of your cur- 
rently selected weapon. 

Some dropped objects will alter 


the external characteristics of your 
Cybernoid. a vital element for 6he 
more difficult Screens. 

J found it a little too tough to play. 
Timing and speed is all, and if, like 
me. you haven't got either of those in 
spades, you might well find this 
game to be the cause of a lot of carpet 
luting. Bui then many players like 
their challenges to come hard. 

Cybernoid is great to look at. 
Colourful and imaginative graphics 
with smooth animation make it a real 
treat. One disappointment is that 
there’s no continuous scrolling, verti- 
cal or horizontal - when you reach 
an exit, the screen flicks to the new 
location. Aurally, too,. the game is 
pretty good - nothing amazing but I 


plenty of appropriate spot effects. 
While it breaks no new ground, 
Cybernoid is very handsomely 
presented with quite superior graphi- 
cal effects. So give it a whirl. 

Bob Chappell 


Cybernoid 

£19.95 

Henson 


Sound 
Graphics 
Game play 
Value 


Overall - 75% 
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TRACKER 


O NE of the things that was 
supposed to happen when we 
all got Am [gas was the concept game. 
Freed hum the memory and graphic 
limitations uf those steam-powered ft 
bitters, complete worlds were 
planned to unfurl under the mice of a 
new generation, 

But still Lhe shadow of the Spec- 
trum hangs over many an Amiga 
megagame - it’s the same stuff in 
mew clothes, Slartihardfast, where 
are you now? 

Perhaps Tracker will help change 
things. Tracker is, well, Tracker is a 
iot of things. It's a bit of a maze game, 
a bit of a shoot 'em up and a lot of 
strategy, And It doesn't have a load- 
ing screen (oh yes il does - but only 
after the Type word 534 from lhe 
manual' software protection], Can it 
h-e taken seriously? 

The scenario for Tracker is a 
typically Raimbirdian far future. You 
the contestant (xenobiology 
unknown) have tn pilot six skimmers 
around a huge maze complex (isn't 
that what Kellogg's analyst found?) 
with the ultimate intention of 
blowing tip the Ontrepoint. 

This is (surprise) found ai lhe 
centre of the hexagonal helices lhal 
compose the maze, and is (surprise) 
the most impregnably guarded place 
on the plane!. You will undoubtedly 
die. 

However, should you disregard 
lhal last bit, lhe mode of getting to 
Cekitrepoint is uncomplicated, The 
maze is made out of trackways con- 
nected by nodes. You can turn 
around and change direction at 
nodes only. 

As you fly around the maze, you 
will come across various thing ies, 
and, if you don't, be assured that they 
will come across you. 

The mnst interesting and leas! per- 
sonally dissipating are the Communi- 
cations Centres, There are six h one for 
each of the six periphera l areas of the 
maze grouped' around the central 
convolute, and each houses a Neu- 
tron Bomb. You 'll need a few of these 
if you want to deconstruct the Cen- 
trepoint 

Unfortunately, the Centres are 
impregnable to your only weapon. 
Plasma Balls. But Communications 
Links, aren't, and hold Quark Bombs, 
Centres can be destroyed by Quark 
Bombs, Ah-ha. 

Thera are many more Communi- 
cations Links than Centres, so the 
firs! thing tn do is to flit around the 
maze bombing (or should that be 
balling? No, it shouldn’t] Links and 
picking up the debris, 

To help, two scanners are visible 
on the control screen. The short’ 



ll'm? frame nm he pause, but it's fast 


range one shows the current skim- 
mer and the very nearest nodes. The 
long-range one can show- either the 
complete maze, or can be scorned in 
as much as seems necessary to show 
more detail of the surroundings. 

Each node containing a Link or a 
Centre is clearly marked on the 
scanners. Just fly around from one to 
t’other, and lhe game is yours. 

But hold hard - what are these 
other blobs on the map, the ones con- 
verging on your skimmer? They are 
the Cycloids. And you are a rapidly 
expanding cloud of bits, none bigger 
than a lizard’s toenail 

Cycloids are the guardians of the 
Centrepoint, They fly around lhe 
maze in no particular hurry until you 
succeed in hilling something. Then 
they start, to take an interest in your 
persona] problems. The better you 
gel at the game, the greater their 
interest and your problems. 

There are two sorts of these 
automated agony aunts [guess who 


gets the agony, dearest coz), the 
Scout - common, and nnt so heavily 
shielded - and the Defender, single- 
minded and quite a threat. 

As you knock out communications 
in an area, Centre point can no longer 
control the defence force and it 
becomes safe. If you don't, new ships 
can be made to replace those you 
have zapped. 

Thera are two screens in the game 
- the map and general game control 
screen and the combat display. In 
this one, selectable from the main 
controls, you're shown the view from 
the front of your skimmer; the mouse 
controls flight as per usual and the 
enemy hardware pops up in the tra- 
ditional manner. 

But for most of the inler-fight 
flying, it’s best to leave the game in 
the control screen where the antics of 
all sis of the skimmers can he 
observed and manipulated. 

There's a lot in Tracker, and it will 
last any strategy -minded gamer 


weeks, at least. But that's Its siren- 1 
gfisl point; the graphics and sound II 
seem straight ports from, the ST and 1 
they weren 't wonderful there , S could I 
Find no use made of the Amiga's spe- I 
dal hardware, even the mouse pom- I 
ter seems In be entirely software I 
generated (it flickered and vanished I 
from time to time). But for those who I 
like some thought in their mindless I 
mayhem Tracker has a lot to offer. 

Rupert Goodwins I 


Tractor 

£Z4M 

Rainkird 


Sound 

Graphics 

Gameplay 

Value 


Overall - 72% 




Tracker is a strategy game at heart 
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■ REVIEWS* 


WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT 


T HE No t film this Christmas is 
making a bid So be the top 
selling game in the New Year. Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit, the movie, 
uses traditional and computer effects 
to produce an amazing film, 

If you haven't seen it you should. 
Aod it might be best to stop reading 
this review because it will give away 
some of Lhe plot. 

Toontown is lhe home of all Lhe 
cartoon characters. Many of them 
work at the studio of R. K. Maroon 



AH is not weil in Toontown 


(played by Alan Tilvern in the filmjl 
in the real world, popping home to 
Toontown at night, 

The good thing about being a Toon 
is that nothing can hurl you, having a 
fridge dropped on your head is all in 
a day's work for Roger Rabbit 
(Charles Fletcher] . 

Unfortunately fudge Doom 
(Christopher Lloyd] has plans to level 
Toontown and turn it into an exit for 
a new freeway. 

To further this aim the judge has 
developed a fluid called “the dip' 1 | 



Would you take orders from a baby? 


which will erase Toons, and so must 
he handled with rubber gloves, He 
can't touch the town because it 
belongs to Marvin Acme (Stubby 
Kaye). 

But Marvin has been playing Fat a- 
cake with Roger's wife, so when he 
gets killed R, Rabbit is the prime 
suspect. The fudge wants to dip 
Roger for killing Marvin and then dip 
the whole of Toontown to make way 
for the freeway . 

The Toons have only one hope. 
They must find Marvin's will and get 
at to the gag factory’ before midnight 
and crush fudge Doom’s claim lo the 
land, Marvin was a hit of a joker 
[watch out for the hand buzzer - gets 
'em every time), and has written his 
will in disappearing, reappearing 
ink. 

In the game you play Roger. You 
have to drive to the club where 
Marvin left his will, pick up all the 
napkins and hits of paper and then 
drive to the gag factory. 

The car, Benny the Gab (Charles 


Fldcher), is a Toon and so must 
avoid the puddles of dip on the road, 
either by driving over the huildings 
or by leaping the puddles. If you 
touch the dip you collect a barrel of 
the stuff and are shown a map which 
lets you sec how dose you are to your 
destination. 

Colled five barrels and the game is 
over. Toontown is lost and you have 
to re-boot. Pretty naff, eh? 

By raising Benny's suspension you 
can pick up tires (sic), diamonds and 
gloves to help you on vour way. The 
tires (still sic) make Benny drive 
faster, which will give you more time 
at the dub. The gloves protect Benny 
horn the dip and the diamond decre- 
ment the barrel count - effectively 
an extra life. 

All this is set to a brilliant arpeggio 
tune in keeping with the 1947 period 
for the film, You have to dodge other 
cats; the brilliantly animated crashes 
are not fatal but slow you down. 

When you reach the dub you have 
to run around the tables and pick up 
the papers. If Roger touches a whisky 
he will go crazy, hut the worst hazard 
is a gorilla which will throw Roger 
ou t of the club. 

From there it is back to the mad 
and on lo the gag factory to do battle 
with the evil judge, 

In the factory you have to pick up 
and use the tricks tying around. The 
game comes with a pamphlet which 
describes the different gadgets in a 
cute 1947 way. It also serves to 



Fear cartoon cab has a big mouth and interesting suspension 


protect the game. 

At intervals you are asked a ques- 
tion about one of the gags. If you get 
it wrong the game niseis. This means 
that the discs can be copied to a hard 
drive - a recommended procedure 
since there is a lot of disc access, 
which slows the game. 

The film has 39CJ people in the 
credit list, (be game apes this with a 
who's who in the Amiga world. The 
program was written by Eric Daniels 
and Re k hart Von Wolfshield of 
Silent Software. 

The ever so cute graphics are by 



PM up the papers 


lop notch Amiga artist Sachs and 
there are credits to Ben Fuller - 
famous for project D - Heidi Turnip- 
seed - famous for the Photon Paint 
manual - and Leo Schwa rb - famous 
for being Ireo Schwarb - along with a 
tong list of other notables and 
nobodies. 

But is it a good game? Well it is 
pretty and the music is great. It 
carries off the film link better than 
any game since Ghosthusters. Filling 
two discs is an achievement, I’m 



Roger can't accept failure 

hooked hut I suspect that part of this 
is a love for the film and when that 
wears off so will the appeal of the 
game, Best described as out- 
Cinema waning Cinemaware. 

Simon Rockman 


Who Framed Roger Rabbit 
£TBA 

Buena Vista Activision 
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■ REVIEWS 


THUNDER BLADE 



F ollowing the hugely success- 
ful Afterburner. Sega produced 
their own version of helicopter 
mayhem - Thunder Blade, The 
object of the game is simple - shoot 
everything in sight. 

In fact the two games are similar in 
many respects, both using very 
expensive hardware Eo produce 
multi-coloured sprites which give the 
impression of explosions jumping 
out of the screen at you. 

Whichever you play, the seat-of- 
ihe-panls feeling, you gel is remark- 
able. with or without the hydraulic 
rams supplied on some versions. 
This poses a problem. How do you 
simulate an arcade game which uses 


custom-designed sprite hardware 
and stereo sound on a meagre home 
computer? Simple, you find a 
machine capable of such mind- 
boggling feats, an Amiga for 
instance, and program it in machine 
code, This is precisely what the team 
at Tiertex has done. It is astounding. 

As per the original the game is 
split into four stages of three waves 
each, the finale of each being the 
dreadnought - an emplacement of 
such vast capacity il seems to go on 
for miles, 

The first scene of each wave is 
viewed from above the helicopter. 
But don't get the idea this is another 
boring vertical scroller - il most 


certainly is not. 

The second wave puts you directly 
behind the chopper in glorious 3-D, 
and the third reverts to overhead per- 
spective. 

The scene is set in a war lorn city 
which lanks and artillery have infil- 
trated. You and Thunder Blade are 
the only things standing in their way. 
Pulling back on the joystick makes 
the chopper rise, pushing forward 
descends. 

To move forward you hold the lire 
button down and push the stick for- 
ward, This feels a little odd at first 
but you soon get used to it. Holding 
the fire button down soon becomes 
second nature, as this is the only way 



to keep up the devilish rate of fire 
required to dispatch the enemy, 

As for the bad guys, they don't give 
you much of a chance - even in Ehe 
early stages the homing missiles 
explode like holds in Beirut Get 
caught in the explosion and its cur- 
tains. 

Dodging missiles seems to be the 
only escape, hut stray too far toward 
the edge of the screen and you crash 
into the skyscrapers, 

In the second wave the view is 
from behind the chopper. This helps 
you avoid enemy fire by flying over 
the tops of some buildings. The end 
of the first stage is marked by a 
gigantic aircraft carrier that literally 
bristles with death. Then things start 
to really hot up. 

Stage two takes place in a canyon 
and then on through a brushwood 
forest towards a desert where you j 
meet a moving munitions dump. By 
this time the enemy has wised up to 
your antics and launched an air 
attack to keep to busy. 

Later stages see the addition of 
bridges and strange rock forma tions. 
Even the wave endings become more 
bizarre - the penultimate one being a 
gigantic jet aircraft. 

Finally you arrive at what I assume 
is the enemy's own city and head- 
quarters. The opposition became too 
tough even for me with my highly 
trained reviewer's reflexes. 

[f you’ve ever played Thunder 
Blade in the arcades, this conversion 
is a faithful and exciting reminder. 
Graphically speaking, it lacks much 
of the subtle detail of the original 
while retaining the main structure, 
although, there’s so much going on 
this is hardly noticeable. 

Ultimately , I have a niggling doubt 
about the game as a stand alone tilts. 
Without doubt it is challenging 
enough to keep arcade addicts happy 
for hours and its overall quality 
could never be held at issue. 
Whatever criticism you could raise, 
would also be true of the original, 
and in I he end Thunder Blade is 
explosive fun, albeit shallow. 

Phil Lawson 


Thunder Blade 
£19,95 


US Gold 


Sound 

Graphics 

Gamcplay 

Value 
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Vorirv 



DIRECT 


HOT HITS - HOTTEST PRICES 


Word Processing 

Excellence! 

£ 

129,95 

PruWrite 2.0 

64.95 

Scribble! 2.0 

39.95 

Productivity 

I 

File llsg 

£ 

49.95 

Microfiche Filer 

59.95 

Online! Telecomm. 

34,95 

Analyze! Spreadsheet 

39,95 

Utilities 

1 

Disk 2 Disk 

£ 

29.95 

Dos 2 Dos 

24.95 

Quaterback 

35.95 

Project D 

27.95 

Zing 

49.95 

U 0ur Pledge to 

You” 


If you want a product nor listed 
here, just call us and we’ll get it 
for you at the lowest price. 


Video & Animation I 

Aegis Animator 

£ 

79.95 

The Director 

38.95 

Fantavision 

45,95 

Forms in Flight 2 

49.95 

Lights, Camera, Action 54,95 

Modeler 3-D 

59,95 

ProVideo Plus 

179.95 

Sculpt 3-D Animate 

99.95 

TV* Show 

49.95 

TV* Text 

4995 

Videoscape 3-D 

99.95 

Video Tiller 

79.95 

Zuma Fonts 1-4 6 ea.) 

19.95 

Desktop Publishing | 


£ 

Publishing Partner 99.95 

Publisher Plus 47.95 


Graphics 

i 

Butcher 2,0 

£ 

21.95 

Calligrapher 1.05 

79.95 

Digi-View 3,0 

144.95 

Draw Plus 

134.95 

Express Pfeiini 3,0 

44,95 

Impact 

54.95 

Photon Paint 

49,95 

Pixmate 

37.95 

Sculpt-3D 

55.95 

Turbo Silver 

104.95 

3-Demon 

59,95 

Music 



£ 


AudioMaster 

31,95 

Dynamic Drums 

49,95 

Dynamic Studio 

119.95 

Midi Magic 

79,95 

Midi Rec, Studio 

49.95 

Sonix 

39.95 


Specials Of The Month 

Video Bundle 

R.R.P. 

Your Price 

TVText + TV* Show 

162.00 

Only. . .84.95 

OTP Bundle 



Scribble! + Publisher Plus 

139.00 

Only. . .74.95 


E3 Get Up and Call In Now 

Access orders 

Accepted rkn.se Make cheques/ postal orders payable to; 

RROWN WAGH DIRECT 2 Hazlitt Mews, Hazlitt Road, London W14 OJZ 


01-603 3313 or 01-602 2502 


Games 

I 

Arkanoid 

£ 

15.95 

Battle Chess 

24,95 

Bubble Ghost 

19.95 

Capone 

19,95 

Captain Blood 

24,95 

Carrier Command 

24.95 

Champ Football 

24.95 

Fire & Forget 

19,95 

Firepower 

15.95 

Flight Simulator 

24,95 

Fourth and Inches 

24,95 

Gee Bee Air Rally 

19.95 

Harrier Combat 

24.95 

Hole-in -1 Golf 

19,95 

Hybris 

19.95 

Indoor Sports 

24.95 

Lethemeck 

19,95 

Major Motion 

19.95 

Ob (iterator 

19.95 

Paladin 

19,95 

POW 

19,95 

Solitaire Roryale 

24.95 

Stellar Conflict 

19.95 

Superstar Ice Hcky 

24.95 

Tangle wood 

19.95 

Uninvited 

24,95 

Vampires Empire 

17.95 

Vims 

19,95 

Warlock 

19,95 

WordPlex 

19.95 

World Class Leader 

25,95 

Zoom 

15,95 


All prices Include VAT 
and E&.P in UK 
add £2,00 for EEC orders 




SORCERY PLUS 


S ORCERY plus is a a souped-up 
Version of an old. but in its time 
very popular, gams. The original 
Sorcery was written lor 8 bit 
machines, and I'm afraid it shows, 

In both sound and graphics. Sor- 
cery Plus is really quite effective hut 
it is a different story where gamepley 
and depth are concerned, There 
simply isn‘t enough variety or meat 
in it. 

The game is set in the Dark Ages 
where, as usual, a nasty necromancer 
is causing havoc, having trapped all 
the sorcerers of the land and loosed 
various horrors lo do their worst As 
a smell fellow wizard, it is your job to 
clear the kingdom of this blight and 
blighter. 

The action is divided into two 
parts. In the first, you must free alt 
the imprisoned sorcerers, while the 
second, an additional scenario to the 
original ft btl game, involves you in $ 
seek and destroy mission, the 
necromancer being the main target 
The game is basically a puzzle- 
cum-collecl 'em arcade adventure. 
Your sorcerer gets to fly around a 



The gang of five's greatest hour 


large number of two-dimensional 
screens, entrance to each of which is 
gained by passing through one of the 
small doors placed (usually) in the 
corners. 

To open a locked door,, you need to 
pick up one of the keys scattered 
around the place. Certain keys can he 
used to release the captives, There is 
a large assortment of weapons, each 
of which can only be used once. Your 
sorcerer can carry but one object at a 
time - grabbing a fresh one causes 
the current item lo be dropped. 

The main interest lies in dis- 


covering which objects do what, and 
because of this trial and error 
element you'll spend a lot of time 
flying backwards and forwards 
between locations. 

To make things more difficult , a 
host of bizarre monsters infests the 
land; contact with any of them drains, 
your energy. Weapons are (he sol- 
ution to this harassment. Water is 
another hazard - you can fall in and 
drown - and a time limit on the game 
means you can’t dawdle. 

Graphically the game is attractive, 
although the animation is pretty 


basic, and sampled spot sound 
effects - thunder crashes, creaking 
doors and satisfied sighs - liven up 
the fun. However, although there are 
plenty of screens, objects and 
puzzles, the gameplay is all much of 
a much ness - collect and fly, fly and 
collect - and soon becomes less than 
engrossing. 

The chances are that, despite its 
good points, you'll either solve Sor- 
cery Plus quickly or tire of it within a 
fortnight This Is a good game but not 
good enough in today's company. 

Boh Chappell 


Storcflir Plus 
£W.M 

1 r irgm Games 
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS 


F ROM the people who made far 
too good a job of Katakis for it to 
have escaped the eagle eye of 
Activision's lawyers, comes a tale of 
derring do and adventure from 
around the globe. 

A tale first scripted by |ules Verne 
of course, as the game is Around The 
World in ftff Days. The good news for 
Rainbow Arts and Interceptor, who 
is marketing it here, is that I doubt if 
anyone's lawyers will be raising an 
eyebrow in its direction, Mr Verne 
having popped his cloggs longer than 
50 years ago, 

It all starts in the Reform Club in 
London naturally with our Phileas 
Fogg boasting that be can traverse 
the world in flO days, and that 
without a Young Persons railcard. 
And so the crusty nobs of the Reform 
Club force him to bet all he owns, 
amounting to a tidy £20,000 - which 
never mind buying you a cottage in 
Wales, would have bought you 
Wales itself in those days - to prove 
his claim. 

On October 2 Mr Fogg, and his 
faithful [that is lo say, stupid] butler. 
Passepartout set oil on the great 
adventure. First stop. Paris! One of 
the strange things about this game is 
the way you have to split yourself 
schizophrenically, between Fogg and 
Passepartout. Half the lime you play 
the lackey, and the other half the 
loony Englishman, 


Anyway, the game kicks off with a 
small dot travelling across a world 
map, a puffing train in the comer lo 
indicate speed of travel, a moneybag 
lo indicate finances, and an option lo 
bribe or play cards. 

This is w r here Phil and his lackey 
spend half their time, as the game 
goes off lo individual adventures as 
and when their locations are reached., 
before returning to the map once 
more. 

The bribe option speeds up your 
rate of travel, depending on how 


much dosh you want to spend. What 
1 found rather witless was the cards 
option in w hich you can resupply the 
campaign moneybag if you get lucky. 
The point is that you don't need to 
get very lucky at all because either 
Phileas cheats, or the dealer is a per- 


sonal friend, because they come up 
in certain patterns. Recognise the pat- 
terns and you can make a Int of 
money quickly. 

Anyway, the first adventure that 
our lads "find themselves embroiled 
in has Passepartout running through 
India in search of? Whit? A take- 
away? Bunno really. 

The bottom line is that this is 
arcade action time, with said butler 
trotting through the jungle and then a 
temple while people drop things on 
him, or throw spears, or he falls into 


pits. Fail to make the exit in time and 
the adventure is over. 

It isn't too hard, and the graphics 
are quite decent, but the scrolling is a 
joke. Were talking routines rejected 
by Psygnosis here. 

Next stop is Japan and catching 



Play in# cards gives an my source of finance 


acrobats on your shoulders, which is 
difficult to say the least. Should you 
survive that, dodging wolves in 
America comes next with a quite silly 
section in which you must copy an 
Indian medicine man's dance if Fogg 
isn't to become an Indian cat-at- 
home. 

Still, an eccentric Englishman's lot 
is not an easy one. So, after an enjoy- 
able sledge ride it's on to good old 
Blighty, just in time to get 
incarcerated in the dungeons of 
London. Can you escape in time? Do 
you care? 

Although the graphics are quite 
good, Around the World In 00 Days 
is just a little repetitive, forcing you to 
play the same bland sub-games each 
time you fail. At times it seemed like 
I’d been playing for 80 days, and I 
hadn't even got further than the 
kitchen for a cuppa. 

Mark Luckham 


Around the World in HO Days 

£19M 

Intmeptfir 



Overall - 60% 


72 AMIGA COMPUTING January 1WH 










■ REVIEWS! 


HYBRIS 


Ur EAUY good shoot L em ups are 
JAsomething of a rarity on the 
Amiga. Sure, there's Xenon and 
Zynaps and a Few others, but when 
you consider the range of games of 
this type that exists for the fl hit com- 
puters, it seems extraordinary that 
this situation has developed. 

Maybe it's because programmers 
are busy trying to come up with new 
game concepts to match the Amiga's 
strengths - but even so, there are few 
games quite as enjoyable as those 
that Involve wasting row after row of 
aliens, 

The good news is that things are 
about to change, at [east three power- 
ful Amiga shoot 'em ups are poised 
for imminent release - Activision's , 
R-Tvpe, Phantom Fighter from Mar- 
tech and Discovery's Hybris. Of the 
three, Hybris is probably the least 
impressive looking, but it only takes 
a few plays before it becomes 
apparent that this first impression is 
far from accurate. 

The action is typical of the top to 
bottom scrolling type, The player 
flies in all four directions shooting 
wave after wave of advancing aliens | 


and ground installations. Extra weap- 
ons are available along the way by 
collecting icons which appear from 
time to time, 

Pretty normal so far, eh? There are 
however a couple of points which 
enhance the playability far above 
most of the competi tion, The first of 
these is the weapon enhancement 
feature: Collect any weapon, waggle 
the joystick [without holding down 
the fire button) and the weapon 
immediately assumes new destruc- 
tive powers. 

Although this only lasts for a short 
time, three enhancements are 
allowed per weapon, which is just 
enough to keep things going until the 
next comes along. 

Another point in Hybris' favour is 
that the playability is perfect - the 
going is tough but not frustrating, 
and the extra weapons and smart 
bombs should enable even the least 
coordinated player to get further 
along this landscape than they nor- 
mally would. 

And even those who fail miserably 
to get past the first screen needn't 
worry, as an arcade style "continue 




play” feature should see them just as 
far inio the proceedings as they want 


logo. 

The music and sound effects also 
deserve a mention - the in-game 
soundtrack is especially impressive, 
sounding something like a cross 
between Rranski Beal and Bon fovi 
The graphics are a little ordinary , hut 
they’re exactly the right size, small 
enough to allow plenty of room to 
manoeuvre vet still big enough to be 
distinct 


Of ail the game's good points the 
best by far is the customise game 


option which allows you to set most 
of the game’s parameters. The 
number and regular tty of the enemy's 
bombs can be changed, as can 'die 
frequency and duration of the expan- 
sion systems, 

Hybris doesn't only shine because 
of the dearth of this type of game. It s 
also the best shoo! 'em up of any tvpe 
that I've seen in ages - and that 
includes countless coin -ops. 

One Iasi thing. If you do decide to 
have a crack at Hybris, make sure 
that you’ve got a good strong joystick 
and a couple of hours to spare.’ 

fia ran Brennan 
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COMPUTERS 


MO W OUT! 

The bright new magazine that 
shows you how easy it is to 
make your own video movies... 



If you have a video camera - or just 
thinking of getting one - you'll find 
Video Action! your passport to an 
exciting new world. No dull technical 
reviews but pages packed with help 
and advice - written by experts in a 
language anyone can understand. 
You'll find all 
you need to know 
about lighting, 
scripting, directing, 
sound dubbing . 
and the magic of 
desktop video - 
using a home 
computer to 
create titles and 
captions and 
generate your j 
own startling 
special effects. 


W Only) 


ORDER FORM 


Please send me the next 1? issues of Video Action > 
for the special price of € 13 (normally £18) 


Expiry I 
Date | 




M>- l I M j L..L1 i J Mill LXjLLJ 

(~ I ChetjueJEurochetfue made payable to Database Publications ltd. 

Name 

Signed _ _ _ 

Address 


_ Post Cpde- 


Sertd to: FREEPOST, Video Action. Europe House, Adfington Park 

Adtington, Macclesfield SK ? 0 4NP. A ^ 
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Amiga A 500 

CBM MCSlartor Pack with Cassette, recorder, 

joystick + free software 

CBM64C Computer only 

CB Ml 541 DUk Drive 

CBM Amiga Buelrwaa Pack 

CBM Amiga + Cot our Monitor 

Atari 520 STFM Summer Pack 

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE IN TNIS MAGAZINE. 

PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS 


ACCESSORIES 

10 x 3,5 S&DD Disks Branded , 

£14.95 

10 x 3,5 DS'DD Disks Branded 

£19.95 

10 x 3,5 DS/DD Disks Unbranded 

£16.00 

10 x 5.25 DSOD 48TPI Branded 

£13.95 

10 x 5,25 DS'DD 9GTPI Brsnded 

£19.95 

10 x 5.25 DS/DD Unbranded 

£6.99 

Mouse Mat 

F4 95 


PRINTERS 

Okimate (Amiga Version) 

£149.00 

Citizen 120-D 

,.,.£149.00 

Panasonic KXP 1081 

£18900 

Epson LX-800 

£275.00 


Star LC-1 0 {ring for colour option) £225.00 

Star W&24-10 Printer + Sheet Feed £599,00 

The whole Citizen Range stocked please 
ring tor details. 


SOFTWARE 


Battletech „ £17.95 

Packm ania , £1 3.96 

Outrun ...,..£16.96 

International Soccer £13.95 

FIS Interseptor £17.96 

Starray .... .,.£16.95 

Fusion w ,„ £17.96 

Driller £16 95 

Fernandez Must Die £16.95 

Menace j *' lc " g 

777 /s is pst a small selection of 
Arntga Software 
instock. 

These are 
mail order 
prices only 

SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY 
E, ft O.E, 



Don’t be tempted 
until you ve had a byte 
at YORCOM. 
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■ADVENTURES! 


Max Tennant’s 
winning streak 

H EY,, you have been a busy lot. 

The postbag this month had a 
bumper bundle of handy hints for 
gamelords. 11 may take a time to send 
out joysticks and games to the 
wonderful winners because I’ve 
exhausted my supply. A new lot is 
due in soon and should hit the mat at 
your place for crimbo. 

'the first tricky tipster is CJ. West 
from Holt in Norfolk with a wide 
cross section of gamey advice. In 
Ferrari Formula One, count to two 
after the green lights come on, he 



advises, then press the accelerator and 
keep it pressed. 

Keep the car in a straight line and 
your turbo boost will kick in so you’ll 
find yourself moving rapidly up 
through the pack. Don’t be too keen 
though, because a sharp corner is 
never far away. 

Too late to give that advice to Nigel 
Mansel though, he joins Ferrari just 
as turbos gel banned. Good thing too. 
Where was 1? Oh yes GJ was about to 
give some advice on Bone Cruncher. 
Password entry to different screens. 
Try these: GoJe Killer, Golemstench, 
Morphicle, Scarab, Web of Death, 
Underground. Hornshit. Oh and 
always make Soap whenever possible, 

Nice one CeeJ, I like your Bionic 
Commandos tip of throwing the hook 



Ferrari Formula One,., fast into corners 
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in scroll the screen and reveal 
platforms or defences. This is 
frequently handy in making progress. 
But it is back to the track for the 
best advice. Tn Enduro Racer, type the 
word CHEAT after the countdown, 
then press the letter T if you want an 
extra 10 seconds, press S to advance 
to Level One or Press F for turbo 
speed (210 Kmh), 

J AMES Thomson from Glasgow has 
some totally halibut tips for Better 
Dead Than Alien, [f only one person 
is playing, both sets of control keys 
may he changed to the same to give 
one player control of both spaceships. 
But if you really wanna cheat use 
these control codes: Elektra, syzygy, 
drambuie, plug, soprano, mayonnaise, 
faucet, potato, wookie, narcissus, 
debutante, firkin, acoustic, triptych, 
jabber wocky, whimsical, cornucopia, 
punjabi, tiddly pom, kewpie doll, 
sepulchre, euphemism, grammarian, 
crossword and quarantine 
His Last tip is for Sentinel - a hunch 
of landscape codes, shown below. 


BB3ZS&H 


7 

B42576BB 

R 

10257084 

15 

04046644 

10 

66974S34 

20 

13509961 

43 

84199553 

44 

96008666 

SO 

46574972 

61 

26060764 

73 

77809996 

82 

45949644 

95 

40RR33O5 


James Sentinel codes 


Andrew Davidson's hint is for 
Menace. At any time during the game, 
type X R 3 ITU RB0N LITTER B A STAR D 
to enter the cheat mode. Once the 
cheat mode is operative you will 
receive all the weapons and outriders. 

However, the energy levels for the 
Lasers and cannons can still decrease. 
To go straight to the end-ofdevel 
guardian, press Return and to access 
the different levels press the relevant 
number on the numeric pad. 

The Great Giana Sisters may have 
been banned, but not before John 
Burrows from Burnham-On-Crouch in 
Esses got his mitts on a copy. He's 
drawn up a this list of hints; 

# All pits which contain a blue line 
at the bottom lead to bonus screens. 

Be careful when jumping out! 

• On some levels you are able to 
break through the uppermost level of 
bricks. Do this and jump through for 
easy access to the end of the level. 


• Many blocks contain hidden 
bonuses. Always headbutt these 
several times, as many of them 
contain several bonuses. 

• Both dragons and spiders die if 
shot repeatedly. Do unto them before 
they get a chance to do unto you 

T HOMAS McDermott has a pretty 
good cheat for Wizball. All you 
have to do is pause the game, type 
RAINBOW and continue to play. The 
next time you pause the game enter C 
and you will automatically fill the 
paint put for that level. 

I'm a Faery, My name is Nuff, 

Faery Nuff. Dave Walker has sent in 
the short basic program below to 
allow the player in Faery Tale 
adventure to start the game with the 


REM prog to give mijtimui toteis 
RIM PAVE VAUCEfi 29/0B/BB 
OPE-iil "i* ,#1 /df 0:a , faery’ 

OPEN dffl: teap- FQfl OUTPUT AS *1 
LET n=T 
start : 

UHILE NOT EOF (1) 

LET x$=(lNFlfTS£l,#in 
TTF notiS THEN PRINT ELSE 

PRINT #2,RIGm(NIEll(255),1>; 

LET 

SOTO Start 

nehp 

CLOSE #! 

CLOSE *2 

KILL 'a.faerf 

NAME ’teup 1 AS "a, faery” 

END 


Oa i p s Faery Tale listing 



maximum number of totems, which 
makes game play considerably easier 
without spoiling it. 

To use this cheat, first make a copy 
of the extras disc then type in and 
save the basic program. Give it any 
name; I called it TOTEMS. 

Then load up Faery Tale and 
immediately save the game as A" Y on 
to the copy of the extras disc. Finally 
load up the basic program and run it. 
Load Faery Tale once again, and use' 
the saved game A from our copy of 
extras disc, Julian has a near infinite 
(255) supply of totems, enough to do 
plenty of mapping, 

1 don't wish to spoil the game, but 
should you wish to begin with a 
supply of keys as well, modify the 
program to alter the out put file for the 
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opponent and run past him. 

A warlike soul is N (please let's 
have full names: you deserve more 
than a letter for your letter, if you see 
what I mean], OK, N. has some tips 
for Ikari Warriors, We all know it's 
good fun running up the screen with 
the auto Tire on crying Die you swines 
but that's one good method of how 
not 1o succeed in this game. If 
anything many precautions and great 
care must he taken, 

The wise thing to do is to destroy 
everything in sight, otherwise a few 
men will run back up the screen 
straight at you and cause a few 
problems. 

The explosions caused when 
throwing grenades could catch you 
by surprise. If you are close enough 
to destroy a shelter, you are close 
enough to get killed by the explosion, 
unless you have picked up a flashing 
L by killing a red enemy. This will 
increase the range of your bullets and 
grenades. 

Other Hashing letters include Bs, Ks 
and Fs. Ks act as smart bombs, killing 
all men shown on the screen. Bs are 
rare but very useful as they make the 
explosions from grenades and tank 
shells more devastating. When you 
lose a life, your firepower will return 
to normal but your grenades and 
bullets will be replenished. When 
throwing grenades at certain tanks 
and shelters, chain reactions can be 


caused, either to aid or to hinder you. 

But it is Andy Van-Kerro of 
Huntingdon who can really ruck up 
the points on Ikari Warriors. Simply 
on the high score chart. Great! 

He has more tips - to complete 
each level of Menace First make sure 
that you have the highest score 
possible hy shooting the bonus blocks 
as quickly as you can until you are 
given extra energy. 

When you reach the end of a level 
wail tor the meanie to start shooting, 
then move right on to it and start 
shooting as fast as you can until it is 
dead. An extra hint, If you are right 
handed try holding the joystick with 
your left hand and shooting with your 
right, You can shoot much faster and 
will soon get used to it. 

Andy also has a hint for Aaargh. 
Always make sure that you destroy 
buildings from the side, he says. This 
way you can carry' on destroying the 
building by punching it until the gnat 
is really close, then go for it. 

Eat all the food you can - don't 
bother about eating people, as this 
wastes time. On the challenge level 
keep your joystick pressed towards 
the opposition then keep on pressing 
fire as quick as possible. 


O N the last scene - the volcano 
- try to get to the top of the 
screen as quickly as possible and 
don't worry' about the nasties, they 
won't hurt you that much, I find it a 
lot easier playing the ogre instead of 
the stupid looking godzilla, 

Thanks everyone, keep your tips 
coming in, Ym aiming for a bumper 
column next month. I've had loads of 
letters about StarGlider U, most of 
them included tips I've already 
printed and so won't win the author's 
fame on these pages or a Konix Speed 
King, 

What you will get though, is a free 
StarGlider II poster autographed by 
the team which wrote the game. So if 
you have sent in SGII tips wait by the 
letterbox. 

Max the Hacks is always on the 
lookout for help in the joystick jive. 
If you have any cheats then send 
them to MTH, Amiga Computing, 
78-84 Qngar Road, Brentwood , 
Essex, CM 15 5BG. He wiil send a 
game From the goodie drawer and a 
Konix Speed King Joystick to 
everyone who sends a letter which 
gets printed. 


Sentinel... handy landscape codes 


values of n as follows: 171 for yellow, 
172 for green, 17a for blue, 174 for 
red, 175 for grey and 176 for white 
keys. Do not exceed the value of 255, 
which is a maximum - and plenty 
anyway. 

Thanks Dave, you’re a hero, 

N . BILLING from Strood wrote 
in and here is his utterly 
brilliant tip for Peter Beardsley’s 
Football. If you are tired of always 
getting tackled, run towards the 
opponent's goal arid keep 
continuously clicking the fire button. 

You must keep going a straight line 
and almost certainly you’ll reach the 
goal without being tackled. The trick 
is that when you are about to get 
tackled you kick the hall beyond your 


Wizball 

.r.keep that 

paint pat 
full 
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TRIANGLE DISK DRIVES STAR LC-10 PRINTER 

Oil 1 ! fir NEC find Star prirmrs ava/Sabte - ptease calf, 



Top-quality 880K double-sided NEC 1036a disk drives 

Single 3.5" Disk Drive with Thru ' Port: £85.00 

Single 3.5 " Amiga 2000 in ternaf Kit £ TO. 00 


TRIANGLE MULTI-DRIVE 



Top -quality 3.5“ and 5.25" Drives in one case. Built-in power supply 

Multi-Drive: £199.00 


TRIANGLE 5.25" DRIVE 


Phillips CM883 Colour Monitor ; £225.00 

NEC Multisync Colour Monitor: £499. 00 

NEC Multisync GS Grey Scale : £ 1 99. 00 


BARE DRIVES 

Bar6 {Stives Oftiy Suppled wir/iouf casfi, power supply, connectors, interface, etc. 



Superb quality 9-pin dot -matrix printer. Epson & IBM compatible. 

Mono Star LC - 10 Printer: £180.00 

Colour Star LC-10 Printer: £249.00 

COLOUR MONITORS 

Att monitors SUppHwd mib free tead to ST or Amiga. Sl&ate which. 



Hard Disk Drive Units: 
Miniscribe SCSI 3.5" 
NEC ST506 5,25 " 
Segate ST506 5.25" 


20Mb & 40Mb £CALL 
20Mb & 40Mb £CALL 
20Mb & 40Mb £CALL 


Floppy Disk Drive Units : 

NEC 1036a 3.5 " Drive: £65.00 

Mitsubishi SCD5 1/4 height 3.5 " Drive: £70,00 

Mitsubishi 504B 5,25" Drive : £89.00 


IBM-Compatible 40/80-track 5,25* Disk Drive IBM Hard Card (with controller): 32Mb £239.00 

5.25" Disk Drive with PSU: £1 15.00 

5,25" Disk Drive without PSU: £99.00 ' Speed Pad " Mouse Mat - super quality £9.95 


Cheques / POs to : 

* Power Computing * 

■* 44a St b Stanley Street * Bedford * MK41 7RW ■ 
- Tel: 0234 273000 - 



We take the following credit cards: 


E 

EUR OCA no 




AH prices include VA T and Del/ very and are subject to Change without notice. 









oftware 

election 


7 ^ szfectraK oj. tfie, faedt- tAz, GomModoruz, itfwuc 

All items regular stock lines - recommended and guaranteed! 

" WE WILL MATCH ANY QUOTED PRICE - PLEASE CALL! 


ART & VIDEO 
PRESENTATION SYSTEM 

Amiga 500; Colour Monitor; 2nd Drive 
Photon Paint; Video Magic; Pro Sound 
Designer Gold; Star LC-10 Colour Printer 

Complete System: £999.00 

Without Star LC- 10: £ 799 L 00 


Accounting 

Digits Home Accounts .,. ,. £26.95 

Critics Choice £134.95 

Art & Graphics 

Deluxe Paint I! ...£62.95 

Digi Paint 2 (PAL) .,£53.95 

Express Paint 2 ,,,£62.95 

Photon Paint ,.£$2.95 

Pixmate,. ,,...£44.95 

Video Magic ..... ,£ 79.95 

Sculpt 3D £76.50 


Business Packages 
Panmead Business Pack 1 ,.,.£150,00 
Panmead Business Pack 2 ....£150.00 


Communications 

K-Comm2 £26,95 

Ruby Comm £89.95 

Databases 

Superbase Personal ........ £53.95 

Superbase Personal 2 .£89.95 

Superbase Professional ...£224.95 

DTP 

Professional Page £224. 1 0 

Publishing Partner Pro .,£134.95 

Languages, etc. 

Aztec C 06K Developer £269.10 

HisoftDevpac £53,95 

Lattice C v4 £155.25 

Metacomco Shell ......... £44.95 

Sound & Music ; etc . 

Aegis Sonix, .,£51.75 

Master Tracks Junior ,,...£89.95 

Pro Sound Designer .,..£59.95 

Pro Sound Designer Gold £79.95 

Pro Midi Pius ..... £34.95 


COMPLETE 

MUSICIAN'S SYSTEM 

Amiga 500; Colour Monitor; 2nd Drive, Amiga 
Music System (Pro Sound Designer Gold, 
Pro Midi Plus, Midi interface, MM5QQ0 5- 
Octave Keyboard); Master Tracks Jnr 

Complete System: £899.00 


Spreadsheets 

Logistix £103.45 

Maxiplan A500 £89.95 

Maxiplan Plus £134,95 

VIP Professional £ 88.95 

Utilities 

Calligrapher £71.95 

CLI-Mate £31,45 

Power Windows 2.0 £67.30 

Word Processors 

Excellence £179.95 

Kind Words £44 10 

Word Perfect ... „„„ £205.95 


CAD 

Intro CAD .£53.95 

X-CAD £449.10 

NEED A COMPUTER? 
PHONE US HRS I! 


PHONE NOW FOR THE LATEST GAMES 
AT PRICES TOO HOT TO PRINT! 

Not ordering? Use this Term to sen “oT feT ~ r“ “c," “a “o" “ ' 
November. Everything you could ever went tor your Amiga under one root! 



0800 581 742 
| 0234 270133 


□ 


r r«* P J VtriOcasrr, l;o 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: 

TELEPHONE: 
COMPUTER SYSTEM: 


Please send me the following: 

Price: 









Total: 



1 . 1 enclose a cheque / PO made payable to Power Computing for £ 

2. Please debit my credit card: ACCESS / VISA Expiry Date: 

1 I I I I I I | | | | | I I I I | quote th/S when Qfttoiirtg: 
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to grab a cup before the engineers 
reclaim it. But it's easy to see that this 
new space is going to he attractive 
and easy to work in. Even a certain 
royal architecture critic ivould find it 
hard to criticise the modern design, 
with its glass walls which allow m to 
watch the autumn sun sink slowly... 
(Enough of the poetry! - Ed} 

More importantly, the new offices 
will allow Activision UK to unite its 
operations in one building. In the past 
The Software Studio's development 
division was based in Southampton, 
resulting in many hours wasted 
roaring down the motorway From 
London. Later this year all that will 
change as everybody moves under 
one roof, though The Software Studio 
will retain a sense of independence 
and privacy by being separated from 
Activision's office space. 

Amanda takes me for a brief tour 
of the inhabited area. Despite 
the half-finished feel of the 
place, everybody is hard 
at work with their day to 
day business. Meetings 
are taking place and 
phones ring - in 
particular for Julie 
Berwick, the newly 
appointed consumer 
relations 

representative. 


A MANDA Barry, Acti vision’s 
head of public relations, 
doesn’t want me to pay a visit. At 
least not this month. And certainly 
not with a camera. All of which 
seems like a mighty strange approach. 

But Amanda has a point. Activision 
has just moved into new premises m 
Reading and, like anywhere else 
when a move has just taken place, 
there is still a sense of living out of 
boxes. In fact, the company should 
really have held on a month or two 
before relocating, but the 
impossibility of packing everything 


into vans at the height of the pre- 
Christmas rush forced a slightly 
premature transition. 

Which is why I find myself on the 
first floor of a brand new building, 
the ground floor of which still 
appears to he under construction. The 
partitions that will divide everybody’s 
offices have still to arrive, giving the 
place an air of extreme open plan. 

The one advantage, according to 
Amanda, is that you can shout across 
to your colleagues. 

Even the coffee machine is only 
there for evaluation and I just manage 


Rod’s 


John Minson braves builders and tea 
chests for an audience with the head 
of Activision UK, Rod Cousens 


vision 




Rod Cousens ... the industry calls him Rod the God 
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Call in with an enquiry about an 
Activision game and you'll find 
yourself talking to Julie, who says 
she's already got a number of 
"regulars'. 

I'm introduced to Marty n Oliver, 
Activision's production co-ordinator. 
Mike Segrue, sales manager, Emma 
Bridgwater who's in charge of 
European sales and finally Amanda's 
assistant, Zia Brooks. Despite the 
initial reluctance we're all getting 
along fine - and it's a good thing we 
didn't pul off the interview, as I'm 
about to find out,., 


R OD Couse ns 1 nickname in the 
computing industry is Rod the 
God. It fits. Not only is he the high 
profile head of Activision UK but he 
also moves in mysterious ways - or at 
least in a Porsche 911 and a variety of 
international airlines. I'm lucky to 
catch him between his return from 
the States and a brief visit to France 
and Germany. He makes the return 
trip across the Atlantic eight to ten 
times a year. 

All of which serves to give Rod the 
image ot a high-flying entertainment 
mogul, which is also accurate. “It's 
not engineered that way ", he grins. 

“If you spend most of your waking 
hours working, which 1 do, and the 
job's not just confined to sitting in the 
office hut includes conducting 
telephone calls with America at two 
and three in the morning - well, 
yeah, t like to have some fun”. 

Rod entered the computer industry 
with Quicks ilva, publisher of some 
original games during the golden age 
of the Spectrum, "It was a thrill to 
build a company up horn very 
modest beginnings and take it to a 
position of leadership in the market 
place”. That success eventually 
attracted Argus Press Software, which 
bought the company. Even today Rod 
feds great affection for his origins. 
“There is a certain regret that it is no 
longer what it once was, I hope that it 
will return to former glory, 

"Following the acquisition, I stayed 
for a year before leaving to set up 
Electric Dreams Software. I'd built up 
various relationships with American 
companies and one of the individuals 
I came across at that time, who I now 
regard as a friend and admire 



5/rapf? of things to come Amanda Barry holds the master plan for The Software Studio 


Emma Bridgwater, 
who heeds up 
European Sales 


enormously, was a man called 
Gregory Fischbach t w r ho was then 
president of Activision International 1 '. 

Activision’s roots lay in video 
games, which Rod points out is ironic 
considering the current revival in 
consoles. Its three founders took the 
company from zero to a turnover of 
$158 million and went public. 


T HE collapse of the cartridge 
market saw Activision 
diversifying into home computer 
software. It was 1985 when Rod look 
the idea of Electric Dreams lo the 
Americans and they agreed to fund it, 
and from there it was a short step 
from turning food's constant contact 
with Activision into an even closer 
relationship. He became the UK 
managing director in June 1985 and 
just over a year ago was made vice 
president for Europe. 

This promotion indicates 
Activision's dose links with the UK. 


Unlike some American software 
houses, which were happy to license 
their product to British publishers or 
just set up satellite operations over 
here, Activision was the first US outfil 
to have a British operation and. 
thanks to Rod's hard work, has made 
the most of British programming 
talent. But it’s not always been easy, 

“We had to learn along the way. 
Things like the formats to support 
and the concept of cassettes. Discs 
have, until recently, been considered 
a luxury rather than standard in the 
UK, which restricts the complexity of 
games to a single load. Often the 
British market is seen as relatively 
young and immature compared with 
America, and it's an assertion that 
Rod won't dispute. Some of 
Activision's early releases seem very 
“Californian", 

There was Zenji, a Zen-hased block 
shifting game which some found 
impenetrable but which has been 
success I ul on budget re-release. Then 

► 
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then: was Little Computer People, 
which was not really a game but the 
micro equivalent of Pet Rocks, My 
favourite Activision experiment is 
Alter Kro, a psychologically accurate 
life simulation which judges your 
reactions to crucial events to create a 
new biography. 

Now deleted, it was ahead of its 
time, but as the 16 bit users mature 
Rod indicates that those early 
programs may well see a new lease ul 
life. "Alter Ego cannot be viewed as a 
mass market product, and I think it's 
to our credit that we hi) prepared to be 
experimental, But it's premature to 
write these products off. The market 
has yet to become meaningful in 
those areas over here and when il 
does wo can re- pro mote, re-launch 
and re-publish. 

"The commercial reality today is 
that we enter the market through 
distribution channels and they have 
to support products which provide 
them with a rapid turnover, but as the 
market matures that wall not 
necessarily be the case. The products 
will require far greater support and 
achieve extended shelf life; also the 
age range that we target is increasing 
and broadening all the time". 

Rod sees Activision's sensitivity to 
national markets as one of its special 


strengths, "We can source product in 
the key territories in the world - 
North America. Europe and Japan, 

Wo have facilities to develop product 
for exploitation in the territory or we 
tan take it and we can put it up any 
distribution channel and benefit the 
program and its creators", He 
mentions Microillusions, an 
Activision affiliate which concentrates 
on Amiga programs, 

“That association was brought 
about because of our strengths in the 
United States, which they recognise, 
but also because the largest market in 
the world for the Amiga computer is 
Europe, and we were able to offer 
that to them. They have an incredible 
range of products both in the UK 
entertainment software and in terms 
of the Photon range. The breadth of 
their catalogue is very deep and ifs 
something we can bring to Amiga 
owners and satisfy all types ', 

In the manner of international 
corporations, Activision is lar more 
than a computer label, which is why 
Bruce Davis, the company president, 
changed its name to Mediagenic in 
May, 13RH. This is the corporate 
umbrella for the many and diverse 
divisions that cover both the 
entertainment and business and 
presentation tool fields. There’s also a 
distinction between the labels 
Activision owns and its affiliated 
publishers. 

infocom was a corporate 
acquisition of ours, and a significant 
one at that. We own a direct mail 
distribution company in the States 
called Triton. We have recently 
acquired a company at the relatively 



Marty n Oliver is production coordinator 


high end of business software for 
MS dos users, Z Soft. We have our in- 
house sports label. Games tar. We 
have the presentation tools label 
which is called Ten Point O and, of 
course. Electric Dreams, 

"Now on top of that we have 
affiliated publishers, some of which 
are familiar to people over here, some 
are not. They include Microillusions, 
Sierra On Line, and System 3 in this 
country. There's New World 
Computing in the US, where we 
distribute Lucas film. In japan we 
distribute Access," 

As if this wasn’t enough, Activision 
has just announced two new labels 
for the UK. The first is Vivid Images, 
a group set up by the authors of Last 
Ninja and Last Ninja 2, John Twiddy, 
Mev Dine and Hugh Riley. "They 
were looking for a personal profile, 
but we were obviously keen that they 
should stay with us. We therefore put 
together a proposal which means thal 
we will publish Vivid Images as an 
affiliate publisher, and will anticipate 
seeing four products from them in the 
next 12 months", 

The affiliate publisher position 
gives Vivid Images free range though 
"Tt's the creative input which we 
don't want to stifle. When you build 
an organisation like this you have a 
number of resources and facilities 
which can be tapped into by those 
who have no desires to run a business 
but who have distinct ideas on where 
the market should be going and what 
they can contribute to it. And that’s 
always exciting, 

“It sometimes works, it sometimes 
fails, but that’s the nature of this 



Sales manager Mike Segrve 
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All prices include VAT/delivery 


SPECIAL OFFER AMIGA PACK 


Our new special offer pack Includes ttie following: 


* Amiga 500 computer 

* TV Modulator 

* Mouse & Mouse mat 

* Joystick 

*■ Photon Paint 
W Karate Kid II 
Sky Fighter 


* Grid Start 

* Demolition 

* Quizam! 

* Black Shadow 

* L as Vegas 

* plus $ disks of 
public domain s/ware 


The total retail value of extras supplied is £270,45. 


All this for only £399.00 


Pye ISIS F$T TV/Monltcr with Fasten! digital tuner (40 presets), 
and full Infra-red remote control. Connection cable supplied ... £299.00 


Philips CM8833 colour monitor suitable for Amiga 500 
Philips CMS8S2 monitor as above, but higher resolution ........ 

Philips TV Tuner AV7300, use with any composite monitors „ 

Word Perfect *„*..+ 

Superbase Personal ....... 

Superbase Professional , 

LogtsUx 


Amiga 500 Dust Cover, protect your computer , £4.95 


£229.00 
£299,00 
.. £79.00 
£149,95 
.. £69.00 
£179,95 
£79.95 


DOUBLE TAKE! 
PYE 15" FST 
TV MONITOR 

(MODEL 1102) 


Cumana 5.25" External 
Floppy Disk Drives 

(model CAS 1000 S) 


3.5" Disks 

1 How to order from 

1 All prices Include VAT and (MlVary. N*Xt day delivery £5.00 artre. I 

1 

Send cheque, Postal Order 
“ or ACCESSfVISA card details 

Evesham Micros Ltd 

63 BRIDGE STREET 
EVESHAM 
WORCS WR11 4SF 
<D 0386-765500 

Iwx 0388-765354 
telex 333294 

10 Bulk packed DS/DD 3.5’ disks 

with labels, fully guaranteed £11.95 

25 bulk disks as above £27.96 

IE vesham Micros] 

10 disks as above wiib piaslk; case £13.95 

25 disks as above, with 40 capacity 

lockable storage unit .... £34 95 


Phone us with your 
ACCESS or VISA 
card details on : 
Ilf 038^765500 

GuvL, edac & PLC orders wrktune 
Same dij despatch whenever possible 
All goods subject to iviikbiljty, E.&0JL. 
Open id calkrs i dajs, *30-5.30 

Verbatim DS/DD disks, top quality media 

tfithi lifetime quarantea. Box off 10 only £19.95 

SKC MF20D DS/DD 3.5" disks, Box ol 10 ..... £17.95 

a 

[AJiv at: 17 41 Ptrthurt RA. Cx*tr™)*e, Kirmiogju in B30 JBH T tL Oil 4S* 4 $i4 \ 


Ultra low price! 

£89.95 

I inc.VAT and 
delivery 


3.5" EXTERNAL DRIVES 

using Citizen drive mechanisms 


amra, 


Ando 


output 


Super quality, stylish medium 
resolution FST colour TWmonU 


SPECIAL 
OFFER ! 

£249.00 

Jndudto VAT 
end computer 


puter type when ordering). 


• Suits Amiga 500 or Amiga 1000 

• Top quality Citizen drive mechanism 

• On / Off switch on rear of drive 

• Throughport connector 

• One megabyte formatted capacity 

• Slimline design 

• Vary quiet 

• Long cable for location either 
side of computer 

• Full 12 months guarantee 


' 9 pin printer, tne 

Star LC10 provides 4 NLQ lonts (with 
96 print combinations) at 36cps and 
144cps draft. Has a large 4K butter 
and IBM/parallal interface boiilt in, 
includes a comprehensive front panel 
operation and features paper parking, 
allowing single sheets to be used 
without removing tractor paper. 


Only £219.00 

Colour version also available, 

Only £269.00 

Prices include 2 extra 
black ribbons free of charge. 


Star LC24-1C feature-packed multifont 24pin printer .............. £339,00 

Star NB24-10 24 pin printer 216/72 cps, 

including cut sheel feeder and 2 extra ribbons £499.00 

Star Laserprinter 8 high specification Bppnn t 300dpi laser, 

(price inc. 1 year on site maintenance) ....„ £1795.00 

Panasonic KXP1061 reliable Spin 10" printer 120/24 cps £169.00 

Panasonic KXP1 124 good quality new multifont 24pin .., + . £319.00 

Epson LX0OO popular Spin 10" l60/25cps £199.00 

Epson LQ500 24 pin 10" 1 50/50 cps £319.00 

NEC P220O budget 24 pin l68/56cos £319.00 

NEC cut sheet feeder for P22Q0 printer £69.00 

Citizen 120D budget Spin 10" 120cps £139,00 

Citizen 18QE budget 9 pin 10* ISO cps ...... £199.00 

Citizen HQP-45 bargain value wide carriage 24pm £399.00 

Hewlett Packard 'DesKjet' inkjet printer 24Q/12Qcps £749.00 


Project 


Probably the best and most 
complete 3.5" disk copier for 
the Amiga user. Can even 

1 ^— copy MS-DOS, Atari $T, 
^ CP/M, Xenix and Archime- 
des disks. Because of the 
— — high specification of the 
Amiga drive, this copier is 
probably the best for the 
Archimedes or ST. Also in- 
cludes track editor. Updates 
will be available in the future 
s-.-* wat/*j ii as and when new software 
lnC-VAT/dellvery protection schemes arise. 


disk backup utility 


Only £34.95 


We are now supplying whisper quiet slimline 5.25* floppy 
drives for the Amiga user from Cumana. The Transformer* 
compatible drive features an integral power supply, 40/80 
track switching, 360/720K formatted storage capacity and 
throughport connector. It also has an on/off switch which 
effectively unplugs the 
drive from the Amiga 
when it is not required. 


Only £159.95 
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MicroLink can be used with ANY computer, from a tiny hand held 
Psion Organiser or Z88 portable to the most sophisticated computer 
of all. And from anywhere where there is a telephone point, 


One number to dial . . . 
one security password . . . 
one simple log-on . . . 


Look what's 
waiting for 


... when 

the 


C^e 


laaMtaf* 


r gsv c 


CStfSCS* 

Four years 1 continual development have made MicroLink into 
the COMPLETE communications and information system for 
everyone with a home or business computer. 

And it's so easy to use. From your keyboard, linked to a 
modem and phone, you can directly key into the services 
provided by Telecom Gold - and many, many more. 

Every day thousands of electronic mail messages pass between 
MicroLink subscribers throughout Britain . . , and many other parts of the 
world. From their keyboard they can also send telex and fax messages, 
without the need to buy expensive equipment. 


So if you want to speed up your mail, tap into a weather satellite, 
carry out company searches, obtain free legal and financial advice, 
order flowers, book theatre tickets, negotiate a mortgage, help 
yourself to free telesoftware programs - or go adventuring in the 
land of Shades, the world's biggest multi-user game - then there's 
only one answer - MicroLink. 


FIND OUT MORE ABOUT fTUCfOLiOk 


Please send me Nsme__ 
more facts about Address. 


fTKaoliDk 


and you're only a 
keystroke away from 
the best information 
and entertainment 


services now available! 





Send to: MicroLink, Europe Hou$$ r Adlington Park , Arlington, Maccfesfieid $K10 4NP AMCi 
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expounds Ms view of the future 
makes you wonder where he finds the 
energy. Not only does he jet around 
the world, he has also found time to 
organise the annual In -Din industry 
dinner since its inception and, even 
more importantly, initiated the charity 
compilations which have helped raise 
computing’s professional profile as 
well as earning money for many 
worthy causes. 

"I thought that the industry could 
be part of what Bob Geldoff was 
doing for Ethiopia, so I proposed the 
idea to a number of fellow software 
houses who were all fairly receptive. 
And the result was Soft Aid which 
raised £350*000 for Band Aid, which I 
thought was an incredible 
achievement. It was something I was 
very proud of and was very grateful 
to everyone who participated, so we 
tried to make it an annual event". 

Though the same level of success 
couldn’t be expected in successive 
years* Off The Hook raised £75,000 
for the Prince’s Trust to combat drug 
abuse and last year the charity was 
the NSPCC which has already 
benefited to the tune of £35,000, with 
Rod expecting £50 t 000 by the end of 
the year. This year’s proceeds will go 
to the National Autistic Society and 
for the first time the compilation will 
be 10 bit - another sign of the 
changing market. 

Whether it’s business or charity/ 
Rod Cousens makes things happen. It 
takes a combination of enthusiasm, 
courage, foresight and energy, and as 
I leave l ask the vital question: With 
ail that travel* how does he escape jet 
lag? 

He laughs before he gives his 
simple remedy r "Sleep on the plane"’. 


Ufa// Disney s Who Framed Roger Rabbit . . . 


the source of Activision 's next blockbuster? 


business, I p d rather take that forward 
and progress all the time than sit back 
and look at history." 

The other new label. Motion Picture 
House* is potentially even more 
revolutionary. "It can cater for 
individuals who may not be able to 
produce four to six titles a year by 
way of a label . This will be their flag 
carder, I would be very much 
surprised if it's anything other than 
original programs. It's what those 
individual programmers make it It’s 
one thing to work for a corporation 
but a corporation has to work for you 
in terms of its flexibility. The first 
product will be Conqueror* the tank 
game based on Firebird’s Virus, 

"This is one of the most creative 
markets in the world. You only have 
to look at the record industry or any 
other entertainment industry to see 
that. It’s an incredible source but very 
often it suffers from the resources and 
facilities so if we can contribute in 
any way shape or form to change that 
we will". 


H OW, I wondered, does all this 
talk of originality fit in with 
the Activision and Electric Dream 
reputation for arcade conversions. 
Excellent arcade conversions* 
admittedly, but licences all the same. 
U I accept that entirely, What we try to 
achieve in developing our product 
mix i s a balance. But to keep in 
business we have to be commercial. 

“However, l can see a situation 
where the breakdown would 


probably be made up of 30 per cent 
arcade licences, 30 per cent affiliate 
publishers and 40 per cent original 
product in various categories. 

"But there’s no reason why a story 
that has worked as a film and has 
been relatively successful cannot be 
recaptured as a piece of home 
computer software". Rod adds. 

Indeed, he is just in the process of 
signing the UK deal for the computer 
version of the blockbusting movie. 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit. Providing 
nobody frames Rod the God, the 
program should be appearing over 
here in January. Rod has seen the 
game in the States, where the lead 
system was the Amiga, and reports 
that it looks very good. 

"It’s published by Buena Vista 
Software, which is the Walt Disney 
arm. That means you've got a piece of 
work direct from the creators of the 
film. They were very sensitive to the 
nature of the product, It’s interesting 
that you’ve got a major motion 
picture company which cares so 
much about their property that it wish 
to control it". 

The enthusiasm with which Rod 
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PRICES 


Superb anti-static lockable Storage Boxes supplied with 
Two Keys and Plastic Dividers: mr ,M m 

40 disc size £6.97; 80 disc size £8.97 mmmrn C 1 J 


JUST PHONE IN 
YOUR CREDIT 
CARO NUMBER TO; 




ORCHEQUI 


:Tf : f rff ■ : :■ ■ • 1 1 1 y, 

iT SO 100 200 600 

Single Skied £2797 £65.97 £123.97 £227.00 £537.00 

Double Sided £31.97 £74.97 £139.97 £257.00 £597.00 

2 P 4 H So5r disc value 

* Life-time Guaranteed, Double Density 135 tpi Verba- 
tim discs for your machine (single-sided available) 

* Don 1 ! be put off by the low price, These discs are 
branded 'Datallfe 1 top quality media, direct from the 
Verbatim warehouse, in boxes of 10 

* *No quibble" money back guarantee 

* Absolutely no Extras, price includes VAT, label sets, 
plus first class post to your door, 


UNBEATABLE 

3 i 1 1 \ferbatim 

— DISC 
2 


ES 

BP 

IU 


LEISURE 


Annals of Rome .,.£16.20 

Arcade Classics .'*,*,'„*.„*.*.*.».*.*.* £13.20 

Arena *,*,, „,*.*.*.*.*.„„,*,*.*,*, £22.50 

Amegas El 6. 20 

Arkanoids .* ,.£16*20 

Balance of Power £19,40 

Barbarian (Palace) *.*. £13.50 

Barbarian (Psygnosisl *.*.*.*.*....».*.* £16,20 

Better Dead Than Alien *.*.*.*.„„„ £13,50 

Beyond The Ice Palace £17.20 

Carrier Command £16.50 

Championship Golf £22.50 

City Defence *.*,„,*,*,„*„,„„.*.*.*, £10,00 

Crazy Cars f 16.20 

Defender of the Crown £19.40 

E life *.* ,*,*.*. ...*.. £ 1 6. 50 

Empire Strikes Back* £12.50 

Flight Sim. II *,*,„* ...*,,. £26-40 

Scenery Disk? f13.50 

Scenery Disk 11 £13.50 

Scenery Disk Europe ............. ..,,£13.50 

Scenery Disk Japan *„„,*.*.„ £13, 50 

Football Manager II .£13. 50 

Garrison II ....£16.20 

Gauntlet* „,*,*,*,, ....£16.20 

Guild of Thieves .£16,20 

G unship ,„.*,*„.*,*,„„„,* £16,20 

Hunt for Red October £16,20 

insanity Flight ,.,,,,-£16.20 

Jet,., £25 50 

Lombard Rally Simulator .£16.50 

Mike the Magic Dragon £10,00 


Syntax 


LEISURE 


Obliterator £16.20 

Outrun *.*,*,,„„„*.*.,. £13.50 

Peter Beardsley Football,......,,., ,..,£12.50 

Pink Panther £12,50 

Ports of cal! £25,50 

Rocket Ranger £16-50 

Rolling Thunder £16-50 

Senti nel £ 1 3 .50 

S ilent Service „ , , . £ 1 6 ,20 

Starglider II , , £16,50 

Star ray £16,60 

Terramex *,*.*,*.*.*.*,„„„.*„ £13. 50 

Ultima III. £i 6.20 

Virus £13.50 

Xen n on . . - ,, .. £1 3, 20 


UTILITIES 


AC/Basic Compiler £107,50 

AC/Fortran .*,*„*„ £160.00 

Analiie II £58.50 

Azetec CComp. Prof. ..£150 00 

Azetec C Comp. Devlp. £233.00 

Azetec C Commercial ,...,.,,,,,..*.£387.50 

Calligrapher VI. 05 ...,,,.,,..-£50.50 

City Desk 1-1 £73.50 

Data Retrieve ..,,£44,50 

Delux Music Const, Set ... £60,00 

0 i g i Pa i nt . ., ... .. „.*.*, £42 -00 

Dig! View .............,.,.,....,.......£102,50 

D i recto r . „ ........... . £44 .50 

D i 5 kM aster £29 , 50 


E3 



E 


UTILITIES 


Express Paint £50 .00 

In troCa d ,*,*,*.*.. £42 00 

K-Seka 60000 Assam. 1.5 £37 -30 

Lattice C 4,0 £132-50 

Lattice Prof, £225.00 

Lisp £101.50 

Micro Assembler £53.50 

Max ipla n A50O „ ... £72.00 

Maxiplan Plus ....£11000 

Music Studio £21 ,50 

Pag e F li ppe r ,„_ T £25,60 

Pag e Plu s .,**.*.. ..._ £93, 50 

Page Setter .*,*,*,*,*.„ ....£90,50 

Pascal 2,0 £65-50 

Pi* Mate .,* £38.50 

Pro-Sou nd Designer *„,*.*, „ £58.00 

Pro-Sound Designer Complete ,£58.50 

Pro- Sound Software £25-50 

Publisher 1000 £148.50 

Scribble £72.50 

Shell....,*,*,*..... £34.50 

Son ix V2.0 £39.20 

Superbase Personal £73.50 

Superbase Prof. „*,*.* £104.50 

Sygnused £53.50 

TextPro ..*,*,* *.*,£42.80 

ToolKit *„*.... £23.50 

TV Show ........ £61 .50 

Word Perfect „ .£171.50 


BLANK DISKS 3-5' DS/DD (10) £12.50 

„ 5.25 DS/DD (10) £6-50 

Excellence £170.00 All with labels 

Ring now for more details, We stock a vast collection of utilities. 

All prices include P&P in the UK. For Europe add £2 for PBcP. Titles with asterisk not available at time of going to press 
3 Ripley Close, Langley, Slough, Berkshire SL3 7QH. Telephone: 10753) 41187 
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.TURTLESOFT 


TURTLESOFT AMIGA XMAS PACK 
AMIGA A500 

Free TV Modulator Free Patm Prog 
Free Software the following titles:: - 
ArnegasMrt of Chess,' 'Bug gy Boy/BarDanan 
lltari Warriors/ Insanity FighVMercenaryr 
T error p-o^SjWiiball/Thunclercats 

£419.95 INC VAT FREE DELIVERY!! 


TURTLESOFT XMAS PRINTERS 


Citiran 120D NLQ 


.£149.95 

Panasonic KX P-108l NLQ 


.£179.95 

MP18S++NLQ 166CPS 


.£199,96 

Star LC-1Q 


E2 19.95 

Star LG-iO Colour 


£25995 

Seikosha SP-1 BOAI ..,„ r „,„.„,. rt ,„ r 


£169.95 

SelkMJha5P-l20QAl 

SBikosha SL-eOAl 24 Pin 


.£189.95 

£339.95 


AMIGA 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

Relail 

Price 

Our 

Price 

1043 

Advenlura Con*truct»n Set 
Alwburnar 

£24.00 

£14 .as 

£24.99 

£19.95 

C1O40 

£19.95 


At.edo £19.99 

Alien Syndrome , £24.96 

Annals Ol Rome £24.36 

Arcnon Collection £19. 95 

Armageddon Man £10.95 

Army MOvbb , E24.95 

B AT £24,95 

Bards Tale H £24.95 

Batilectiess E24.95 


BoIIbc Dead Than Alien 

Beyond Zork 

Blaring Barrel* __ 

SCKTtiuzal 

....£19.90 

.,,.£24.99 

..-£19.99 

.£1999 

£13.95 

£16.95 

£13.95 

£13.95 

£16.95 

£16.95 

£16.96 

£13.95 

Phone 

Captain Blood 

,, £24 95 

Carrier Command 

...,C24!&5 

Chas&master 2000 

Chubby Gralla 

....£24.95 
.... £10.95 

Classic Sifid^e 

,.. Phcro 

Cwri^ition ., 

.... £24.05 

£16.95 

£16.95 

£16.95 

£16.95 

£16.95 

£13.95 

D. ThDmpsary*OiyrnpH:ClmJlenfle. 
Dr|**r 

£24.95 

. . . £24 99 

Earl Weaver* BasebaH 

.". C24!05 

Ebonalar - , '~'Z, 

....£24.95 

Elf 

.. £1995 

EmeraW Mine 

....£14,95 

£1049 

Empire 

....£24.95 

£16.95 

£1385 

Enpure Strikes Back 

,...£19.95 

E nighien menl .... 

..-£19.95 

£13,95 
£16 95 
£10.49 
£16,95 
£16.95 
£27,95 
C1395 
£10 49 

Flebbmbal Pilot 

£24 95 

Face Otl 

Facrari Fprmyla Oh* 

....£14 95 
.... £24.05 

Final Command ,..., 

,..,£24.85 

Flight Simulator II 
Football Manager 2 .... 

Forire** Underground 

.... £90.05 
£19 95 
. £1495 

Fus^n 

.... £24.95 

£16.95 
Cl 3.95 
£16.95 
£16.95 

Game Over II 

£10.99 

Gameon II 

.... £24.95 

GFL American Football 

.... £24.95 



1 AMIGA SOFTWARE 
laifSWLSS UTILITr graphic sound 

Retail 

Puce 

Out I 
Price 1 

Ad rum,,,,. 

.,.£39.95 

£29.95 

£83.95 

Aegis Animater/lmage* 

. £103.50 

Aegis Audo Master 

Aegis 0-iga (Comm* SAMam) 

Aegis Draw-Plus 

Aegis Irtpaa 

...£46.00 
,,£59,95 
.£196.96 
. , £63 25 

£36 95 
£46.95 
£156.96 
£51.95 

Aegis VldeoScape 3-D „. r 

. £143^75 

£1 16.99 

CLTmalB 

Detox Art* Part 1 QataD^c 

DekJK Arts Part 2 Data Disc 

Dekj* Hoi A Cool Jazz Ot>*c 

...£38.95 
.... £9.99 

M.99 

£8.99 

C31 95 
£6.99 
£6.99 
£6 90 


De-ijj. Music Construction £60 95 

Delux Paint II £69.95 

DsfcJ* Print £24.36 

Detox Prim II ....... £49.96 

D«Ajx Video £69 95 

DokJ* Photo Lab .... £69.95 


£13.95 
£16,95 
£16 95 
£13.95 
£13.95 
£16.95 
E16.95 
£16,95 
£1695 


£49.95 
£49.95 
£16 95 
£35.95 
£49.95 
£49.95 



TURTLESOFT AMIGA XMAS MONITORS 

New A1064S Hire* Col Mon £249.95 

PMpe CM8B32 Cd Mon „ £219.95 

PhHpS CM8833 Cot Mon £279.95 

Phil pa CM6523 Cot Mqn £299 95 


TURTLESOFT XMAS DISC DRIVES 

Cumana CAX354 &BOk 3.5" Drive 
New with On-Off Switch 

£99,95 INC VAT FREE DELIVERY!! 
TURTLESOFT XMAS 3,5 H DISC BONANZA 

10 OSDD * Library Cue £12,95 

l& OS DO Duality Branded £18,95 

20 DSDD * Lockable Owe 00* £22.95 

40 OSDD + Lockable »*e So* £39,95 

50 OSDD + Lodutfile Dwc Bok £47.95 

BO DSQD * Lockable Disc Bor ... £69.95 


AMIGA 

GAMES SOFTWARE 


0 jIW Of Thiawe .£24.95 

highway Hawks. ,. r „ £19,95 

Hostage* £24.95 

Hrt Shot ., £19 95 

ikari Warrior £24.95 

interceptor ......... £24.95 

Iridon .... £1 9.95 

iron Lord £24.95 

J it (SG’Diie Compatible) £39.95 

Joan of Arc , r „ ^..^..,..^.^....^..,...£24.99 


rvrr-ya VJtJWBl III 

Leaderboerd Collection Birdie . 

Legend of Ihe Sword 

L«ur# Butt Larry 

Lnrrbard RAC Hally 

£24.95 

£24.95 

£19.95 

£24.05 

Major Motion 

£19 95 

Mania* .. 

£1095 

Mega Pack fT ymeeori) 

£24 95 

Mmd F Iflriiar 

£24 95 

Mortvine Mano#. 

£19.95 

Nebuius 

£19 99 

Nigel Mansell Grund Prlk 

Obllterator 

£10.95 

£24 95 

P.O.W 

£29.96 

Pac Mania 

CIA 95 

Peiff Beardsley 

£18.85 

PhaJan* 2 

1 14 95 

Pienaar P Lagu« 

£24.95 

Platoon 

£24 95 

Pori of Cali 

£90 06 

Power Drome 

£24 95 

PuflVl Saga 

£24.95 

QusdrateP 

Cl 9.06 

Quanta* 

R-TyT» 

£14.95 

£24.99 

fleacri lor ih* Sl«r* 

£24.95 



Rotoearv 

£10.05 

Robocoo Ofi 

Rockrt Ranger 

. £29 99 

Rockford 



Rolling Thunder £24. 9_ 

Satrophaser £14,95 


I 4MiGA SOFTWARE 
| BUSINESS UTILITY GftMUIC SOUND 

Retail 

Price 

On# 

Pi*e 

Devpack A*serr*3lar 

.£59 95 

£41 95 

Di» Pal at 

DOS-?- DOS-Alar* Amiga Transfer . 
Instant Music 

.... £69.96 
£3095 
£24 95 

£41.95 
£31-95 
£16.95 
£36 95 
£134.06 
£89.95 
E55 95 
£64.05 

K Soka 68000 AseembAor 

Latlice C Ver, 4 

LOfliSCl* VI. 2 SPVDBrGR <1MB] .. ... 
wee Macro Assembler 

.... £49.96 
..£109.95 
„£1 14.95 
.... £69.95 

MCC Pascal 

£89 95 

MCC Shell 

.. .£49 95 

£38.95 
Cl 3.05 

M icro Base 

..£19.95 

Micro Texl 

,, .£1995 

£13 06 

Module 2 (Standard) 

Moduta 2 (Developer*! 

.. £99.95 
..£149.95 

£77.85 
£116 99 

Music Studio 

£34.99 

£23.05 

£64.85 

Pago Saner 

.. . £79 95 

Photon PaW 

£69.95 

£40 95 


MOUSE MATS 
SPECIAL PRICE £4.95 


Disk Cleaning Kits only £4.95 
Amiga Dust Covers from £6,95 
Lockable Storage Box (holds 40 3.5“ 
disks) £6.95 
Mduso Brackets £2.95 
Amiga Joystick Extension (pair) £S.95| 


Canon Prin ters Xmas Bargains 

t»»n PW108QA. 190CPS, NLQW Column. 
San over £200. Our Price £129.95 
Canon ASS 18&CPS NLQ 15" Carnap 
Sava Over £200. Our Price £199 95 
Hurry Limited Stockt at these Prices 


£1695 
£13.95 
£'5.95 
£13-95 
E16.B5 
£16.95 
Cl 3-95 
£16.96 
£27.96 
£1995 
C 16.96 
£19,95 
£1696 
£13 95 
£16.95 
£13 95 
£13 95 
£18,95 
£16.95 
£13.95 
£1 5.95 
Cl 3,96 
£16.96 
£2095 
£13.95 
£1396 
£10.49 
£16,95 
£16 96 
£27.95 
£16.95 
£16.95 
£13.95 
£1949 
£19.95 
£18.95 
Phone 
£13.95 
£16.95 


AMIGA 

GAMES SOFTWARE 


Sargon III 

Scenery Dec 11 £24.96 

Scenery Etec 7 .,..£24.96 

Scenery Owe Japan £19,95 

Scenwy Dec W/European £19.95 

Scrabble Deluxe „ ...£19.95 

Shadow Gale £24 95 

Shoot 'enT up Con KN £24,99 


Shanghai.., 

Slttfe or 0»a 

£24.95 

£24 95 

Skatebal „... 

,£24.95 

Sky Chaao 

...... £19.95 

Sky1(M Z.„ — 

£24 95 

Soccer Supromo 

.,..,.£14.06 

SpKO Racer 

£1990 

Speed Bali 

£24 95 

Siajr Fleet 1 

..^..£24.05 

Star Glider M 

Star Goose 

£24.95 

...... £19.95 

Stir Crazy 

Street Fighter 

£24 95 

Strip Poker 2 Plus 

Strip Poker Plufl 2 Darla Dtoc 1 
Summer Otynpwd 

.. £14.95 

£0 90 

£10.95 


« Of Love .. 


,. £24.95 


The Hurt for Red Oacbar C24 95 

Three Slooge* £29 96 

ThundertjlaPa . £24.99 

Thundered* „ £54.96 

Tiger Road _ £1999 

Times Magic £19,96 

Ultima IV £24.96 

Ultlmaie Gol „ ..£19,99 

Varrpirea Empire £19,95 

Vkue £19.96 

Whiritalfl £1 9.95 


£13.95 
£16 95 
£16.96 
£13.05 
£13.95 
Cl 3.96 
£1605 
E16.95 
£16,95 
£16 95 
£16.95 
£1395 
£16.95 
£1049 
£1395 
£16.95 
£1696 
C16.05 
£13.95 
£13.95 
£19.95 
£10.40 
£6.90 
£13.95 
£16.95 
£16.95 
£23 95 
£19.95 
£16 96 
£15.96 
£13 95 
£16.95 
£15.95 
£13.95 
£13.95 
£13 95 


£1 3.95 
£19-95 
£1 0.49 


Wizard* Crown 

Ww« Dart* .„ 

.. £29.95 
,.£14,95 

C2a05 

£10.40 

Wwld Tour G®tf . ,, . 

. £24 95 

C16.05 
Cl 3 95 
£1605 

Xenon 

..£19.95 

Zany Golf 

.. £24.95 

Zoom 

.. £19.95 

Cl 3.06 



AMIGA SOFTWARE 

BUSINESS UTIUTT GRAPHIC SOUNQ 

Retail 

(V* 

Our I 
Price | 


Pm Sound Designer [SAW 6 H/W) ...... £79.95 

Pm Sfxmd Designer (SAVOnly) £34.95 

Publwhingi Plus DTP £99.95 

PutHwhingi Pamer PnpfnsJ £149 95 

Scribble F £89 96 

Superbaaa Perwrial .,,.,,^..1."." £59.96 

Superbase professional ,.,,,£249,96 

Transformer £49.95 

TV * Show £69 95 

TV * Text £69,95 

VIP Professional ..._ £99.95 

Veawrila Desktop £99.95 

Word Perfect V4.1 .£228.95 

Works tThe} WPrSPrOB £149.96 

Write & File (WP/DB need* 1 MB) ....... £99.95 

Zuma Font* Vol t , 2 A 3 £39.95 


£62 99 
£27.05 
£6295 
£116.99 
£49.05 
£45.95 
£180.96 
£20 95 
£56.95 
£56.05 
£77 95 
£77.05 
£179.96 
£60 95 
£77.05 
£33.05 


Please ring tor availability on these specials as stocks are striekly limited 
AMIGA SOF TW ARE SPECIAL'S AMIGA SOFTWARE SPECI ALS AMIGA SOFTWARE SPECIALS AMIGA SOFTWARE SPECIALS 

Special Price Special Price Special Price Special Price Special Price 


Amwaa -„.£&» 

Arcade Gasses I Bobtail 1 £0.00 

Arcade Claeses Anoof £0 00 

Aitlfi fOt. £9.00 

Bad CM „ eijc 

Barbarian (tor Paia^ZlLltl 1.95 

Bayond fW f« PaliGB £13.95 

BkKK Commando £15.05 

BMX Snulanr £9.09 


Compton 

Cf«hGan*lt 


Crazy Can 
Cameher Fi 


Factory ............ 


Dark Casd* 

EfT..:::: 

Efl0_— ™ 


£13.05 

-*S8 


FOmiia I yrand Pn* „ 

Frasl ByiP._ £9 99 

■ in iy F19H 


nsanlyF 

Jnc._ 


..13.95 
..£4 99 
£900 


...£9.99 

__ — £11.96 

JompJet - £699 

Laadsrboad^aASMS. £9M 

LaMafian ..£999 

Marti* tladn«a._ &99 

U«4 4 The Ha^c Dragon £000 

u — u — ..£000 


Pawn Struggle 
GBal 

Rocky 

Romantic Encan tors. £1 3 96 

Sw5ohd*0ut £0 09 

Skyfo. £5.99 


PW# 

,£1D.» 

£9 99 

- ,.... £9.99 

£6.99 


spitnb ZZ'. 

T er ■ 7 :c,d£ . .. 
Vader* . 


£6 90 

£9.99 

£9.96 
£3 09 

£9.« 

......... £400 

£14-9B 


Soft ware 4 small itams sant tat Class Post. Chaquas raquira 7 days tor claarancs. Plaaaa rnaka chaqua* payabla to Oaktraa Conaolle w 

Hardware items sent by ovarnight c»urier - Now free of charge Please ring for availability of new software items hi 

Ring u* for super Atari ST Dealt Hardware & Software Just because you don't see it - Doesn't mean we haven't got it - Call for Details mSm 

Poat: Sand Che^uee/PO « Vlaa-'Acceai daiaila to tha addraaa balow. Phon*: Calf (0476) 591040. 24 Hour Sarvlce with your Visa, Accaaa datalis 

Turtlesoft, Dept. AMC1, Unit 3, The Old Malthouse, Springfield Road, Grantham, Lines. NG31 7SE 

Subject to availability, alt items are despatched within 24 hours. FA OF 
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professional music systems 


iMUSIC SYSTEM 

* SPECIAL! *4 channel stereo sampler with midi controller, midi interface and 5 octave keyboard • £149.95 * 



four-channel sound sampler; high-quality 8-bit stereo hardware ; sample 1 to 28 kHz mono & t to 17 kHz stereo; playback to 35 kHz; 
advanced editing functions: block copy, move , cut overlay , echo , edit waveform "Super Edit mode', fade , adjust valve, compress/expand; 
$ave / load standard IFF samples ; save as multi-octave IFF instrument; edit up to 8 samples; playback up to 4 samples; independant 
looping; volume control; etc. Original Pro Sound Designer (vl) stilt available - only £59.95 * Upgrade your old vl - please phene!* 

PRO MIDI PLUS - MIDI SAMPLE FLA KIFf? £34.95 

four channel polyphonic; play sampled sounds as real midi instrument voices; load up to 10 sampled instrument sounds at once; select 
any sound to act as instrument voice; up to 4 keyboard splits; looping, hold & sustain controls; fade controls; save & load sample sets 
automatically; works with most midi instruments via standard midi interface; works with MM5Q00 Keyboard 

MM50Q0 5 OCTAVE PROFESSIONAL KEYBOARD £99.95 

very high quality 5 octave polyphonic keyboard with a real professional feet: connects via parallel port; software patches keyboard in to 
act as midi keyboard - without the need for a midi interface; works with most midi software, including Pro Midi Plus; includes alt software, 
instructions and interface Interface and software also available to make C64 Music Expansion System keyboard work with Amiga! 


MIDI INTERFACE 


£24.99 


Standard midi interface for all Amiga 500 and 2000 computers (connection to Amiga 1000 computers requires separate gender changer 
- not supplied). Plugs directly into serial pert and conforms exactly to Commodore s Midi standard. 


CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OFFER 

l&kJi r mvjfiy f i 7S 35 ' ■ Kruf E30 1 J 


Amiga Music System including Midi Interface. 

Pro Sound Designer Gold. Pro Midi Plus and Keyboard; 


1149.95 


Name; 

Address: 

Post Code: 

Please make cheques/POs payable to Power Computing 

Access / Visa: I i i i I i i i 1 i i i 1 i i iJ 
Expiry Date: , 


Please rush me Amiga Music System as shown below; 

□ Music System: £149 95 □ Midi Interface: £24 95 

□ Pro Sound (v2) Gold: £79.95 □ MM5000 Keyboard: £99.95 

□ Pro Sound (vl): £59.95 □ Programmers Toolkit: £34.95 

□ Pro Midi Plus: £34.95 □ C64 Keyboard l/F; £49.95 

POWER COMPUTING 

- 44 a&b Stanley Street - Bedford - MK41 7RW * Tel: 0234 273000 * 

Am rjrv hw vAT maw? ■■■ UK F- r sc r*n.t*r n*M.w wwftaw fa. ™ 


■INTERFACE! 



This month Phil South takes a look 
at the ED and EDIT commands, 
and runs up some batch files 


Plain 

man’s 

guide 

toCLI 

I T is not until you find yourself 
using a 16 bit computer that you 
realise the finer points of text editors. 
Hold it. What 1 s all this got to do with 
the CLI or AmigaDos? I know it 
sounds a bit odd, but on the subject 
of text Tiles, nothing could be more 
pertinent , 

When you use an 8 bit computer 
like all the previous Commodore 
machines or a Spectrum or Amstrad, 
the concept of hatch files has never 
arisen. The operating system of these 
machines doesn't allow you to 
auto hoot or tamper with the 
configuration of the machine in very 
many ways. 

But the operating systems of the 
IBM PCs and their affiliates, of which 
the Amy and Amiga Dos are the direct 
descendants (with a little C and Unix 
blended in) had a method by which 
text files could be stored in memory 
and executed like programs. What 
they are is just a series of Dos 
commands which are executed in 
order, as if you typed them in. 

I know this sounds like the 
description of programming proper, 
but don't let's get confused. Batch 
files only start programs which do 
something, they aren't really 
programs themselves. 

So you need to get a series of 
commands executed. What can you 
do to generate one? Well it's a simple 
matter of typing out what you want 


the file to do, in a word processor or 
more properly a text editor. Wordpros 
tend to put control characters into the 
text to change type style and size or 
even colour. 

What we need is something 
simpler, generating a plain Ascii file. 
Ascii being a standard code 
recognised by all computers as a 
representation of text characters. 

Loosely, this is how modems can 
send information between 
incompatible computers. But this isn’t 
the point, and I digress. You can get 
wordpros which can generate plain 
Ascii files, but it’s usually preferable 
to use something a bit less complex, 
and believe it or not, there's a pair of 
programs to hand which do the trick. 
The ED and EDIT commands are text 
editors built into AmigaDos disguised 
as simple commands. 

ED is what is called a screen editor. 


The file is loaded into memory and so 
is limited to a working space of 
4D,l}lKJ bytes. You can alter the 
working space with a keyword SIZE 
like so: 


ED [ FROM 3 <fU*> [SIZE <n>] 


where n is the appropriate workspace. 
You don't type the brackets, I just put 
them there to make it clearer. Usually 
just: 


ED <fi le> 


dues the job. opening a new file if 
one matching your filename doesn't 
exist. 

You have to remember a lot of 
control codes to perform different 
functions, but if you’re used to 
Wordstar at all, this will be a familiar 

► 
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commodore 


FROM £375! 



Price* Include 15% VAT, FREE delivery 
I* yaur door *nd 1 year minufjclurer - * 
warranty. Add C12 tor nett dly delivery, 


I Amiga ASM ‘*nh TV nwdkilalar £ 375 
1 Amlg* ASM wilh A10B4 £G15 

high’ res Dolciur mcuvlw 

I Affllgn iSQOO with iMB &AM , £ 995 

S0OK 3 ., f ctek , mouse, software 
1 Amiga B2«K1>M At above, £1245 
p*us A 1 094 hi-re& crokiw monitor 
| Am1p» 62MO XTM AS abCnm. £ -[ gg 5 
plus PC-XT bridge board a Happy 


PERIPHERALS 



■ 5 t 2K plug- m RAM 'Ckji-fc (Amjq) £ 1 4 5 

■ Micron 2MB RAM eat d A2000 £ 35 9 

■ A 10M hqh-ros colour monitor £ 24 9 

■ A tot II high-rns colour monitor £225 

■ MlnIG an HAL Genlock £115 

■ Genlock PAL Rondafe Pro £799 

■ MleroTojit TV Tunar £59 

■ M IcroT ejtl ToIcieoke Adaptor £ 1 4 9 

■ DlglPIc Iasi frame grabber £ 2 25 

It Olgivi tw Y3.d vitlcra digitizer £ 1 75 

■ Handy Scanner Z40 cjpi scan™* £ 299 

9 Eaayl AC drawing taw o! A2000 £32 5 

■ Cherry A3 etejiliang tablet £599 


■ si Inch toni-poii oFiornal dtovo 

■ a]| inch tom-pod external *ivn 
Mi 3 } inch internal drive A20O0 
B Aid 10 si inch odornBi dtgk drive £149 
B Supra 70 M6 01 lc.rn.al herd dish £595 
B ClElcen iieo i» epa F7T, NLO £125 
B MP515WC colour TMC|M. MLQ £295 
a Star LC IOC colour iso cps, NLO £275 

■ Star LC34-1Q 170 epa 57 NLO £375 

■ HP DeskJet 300 dpi InkJet, R.'VJ 

■ HP ParnUct colour, 100 dpi 

■ Xerox 4020 colour, 3C0 dpi 
B A3092PC I’iMQ inlnrn.pl hard 

Etek With MS DOS Cunroller 

■ AaoajA 2CM0 internal hard 
disk with Amiga DOS contraller 

B AZQBB PC-KT bridge board 
wish 5 . 35 " iniorofil isk drive 


£99 

£99 

£99 


£795 

£995 

£1095 

£495 

£495 

£475 


Why not enjoy Elm free Teletext dalabanns 
withlhe MlcroT cat Teletexl adaptor . Fully 
pfograrnmjbio. wUh Fastest 1ac*ty, insta.ni 
access id Iasi pagers, double paep> vtow, 

lelaaoPtwan loader, auto-sl arty background \ 

operation. . Pagor- can spoken, primed as ASCII or graphics, saved a? ASCII or OlF tiles... 
Wuh dqnal tuning lor ayijul dfcer colour TWsounct rncopliop on any A 1 00 1 f t 0&4/CMB533 
monitor* Uses Parana! port with Ihr oughporl tor printer Available Item stock tor only £ 1 4?t 



[STO^RES5^CmZEr^20D^E^^N^^^T^M^ 


PRODUCTIVITY 

'(mMGAX, 


I Lattice C Profassldnil tZBS.ss 

I Lattice C 4.0 124.» 

I A'C Fortran. 1 TS.-es 

I A<C Sasic compilos Amiga Bdiiic! 134 * 5 , 
I PC Emulator 39 « 

I BBC emulator Phone 

I SuperPlao Pro Spreadsheet with business graphics, limo planner 79 *» 

I BupcrQase Personal Hefaitortal ctotobiBe power, without prory running! 49.es 

I BuperQase ProUsslonal With Forms Editor and DML program language ' i79.« 

I Acquisition [Vi. 3} Hefatiorial database with programming, language 174.et 

1 SupcrBase Personal 3 A 5 above, ptus tom. nmail merge, baich entry etc 79.** 

Uliimato spreadsheet, toaUgraphicsi'spoKh.imactos 129.*i 

Invoicing, Sales Lodger, Stock CPnirod, by Panmead 129.** 
General Ledger, Purchase Ledger, by Panmead 129.*t 

All Iho spread5heel essenlials, easy to use 29.*s 

Comprehensive personal accounts, sirvplo ro use as.*t 

Exceeds ISO 7185 specs Indexed 3-W-pago rnanuM, 89 .*f. 
Enhanced CU by the aulhors or AmgaDoa ag.ej 

Proiessonal devetopnwnl sysiom wih linker A kbranes 59.** 
Entctont momory-residenl assomhlet 2 ^.*e, 

High speed disk backup, ideal for hard-disk users 34.»s 


I Mavlplan Plus 
I Buslnessware Aeela 1 
I Bunlner-swar* AccLa Z 
I DGCjIh 
I Homn Accouela 
I MGC Pascal VZ.D 
I MCC Shell 
I MCC Assembler 
I K-Beka Assembler 
I Ultra. Doa UDUllea 



PROFESSIONAL 


II you can think cl 4, SuporBas* ProTesslonal can dd il 1 
With ds umqua combunaiion of incredibly simple data 
managcmervl, massive processing abikty and high-lcvoi 
program language. BuperBsse Pioresslonal is iho only 
choica lor your Amga! And with IokI, sound and graphics 
managemnnr. plus rdaUfloal data handling. SuperBae* 
Rvofcsslorul is aascnbal lor both boginw and export . 


I ProWrlE* EV2.8J 
I VlraWrlt* Desktop 
1 Ward P|ri«cl 
t Flow 

I Publls-hcr Plus 
I Professional Pag# 
I Prism Plus 
I Pro-Video CGI 

R Calligrapher 
I Express. Paint 
I X-Cad 
I Intro Cad 
■ Aegis VtdeoSeapa 


DlglPalnt (PAL) 4055 colours 
City Desk £V2.o> 

Page Setter 
Photon Paint 
Fix Mata 
EjCfrlllhcaE 

WordprocBssing tolly Inlegratod wiih graphics 
High poriormsnea desktop publishing wordprocessor 


, / / unaHimi 1 

mmGAi 


L44** 

taa ** 

79.V1 

S9.*i 

44*1 

179.« 

79.fi 

saw 


Anfga vpfr,njn pi the NO.1 bOSE Sailing wordprocossor 179.fi 
Tho Idea Processor frodo Mew Horizons Softwaia 49. si 

Enhanced verson cl Iho orttpnal desktop publiahor 99 si 
Includes WP, Desktop, oolour separations, CAD 199,3s 

«56 HAM COtour pam| pack 1024 K 1024 <itoddt- lM&> 54.93 
Pioresstonal vidoo Hher wiih fonts, axira tonic available 159. as 
Pioresfttonal tom editor, tools up 1o t CO k 2M- p«ols 79.41 
Oveiscan PAL ♦ 64 colour Cxiia Hail &ila. text merge 49.ii 
Pipfossio-nal CAD syslam (msads 3M&J 399.as 

Entry level CAD package, primer o« ptotlar oulput 49 41 
Full 3D irama Eions in all ros*?kjiEipns with ovwscan 134.4 j 


IF YOU WAWT it TOMORROW... CALLUS TOD AVI ON 01-S4*-r}54 


Prices are PQ5T FREE S incArde VAT 
Order by phon* wiih your credit card, 
or send thnque/PQ or your credit card 
nun*ar CHtieial erdors wotoomp We 
desp atch same day by FIRST CLASS 
pbkC. Please allow S days toi delivery 
of hardware orders. Pul ns nr® quoled 
Subject to avad ability. u..r 



ujare 


LAKESJC'E HOUSE. KINGSTON RILL SURREY, KTI 7QT, TEL 01-546-73 56 



NEW FOR YOUR COM MODO RE 

FROM TRILOGIC ! 


yw/u/ih 

TRILOGIC 



AMIGA 
AUDIO 
DIGITISER 

'MK II VERSION WITH 
IMPROVED PERFORMANCE 

Only rftlLOGlC could bring you a high quality Sudi* digitiser at an amaungty k>- pret H has 
SUPERB PERFORMANCE? wilT adiuSlatrf# sensilivity, a LED level indicator LO hetp you tel ihe 
input signal kf pedKt riRuTs, & a>er a lead to connect (PyCur persona slerec, radtodf 
portable ksyboard is included . Weeks with nx?y wHware including Pnreoghd. Auatcmaster 
Oatel Prcsarttoter & Perfect Sound. 

NEW Impr&ied A500 Otpliser, leads & Ihjlructor^ - ONLY C27.99 
Public Domain Disk with Sampling Sofrvvan; - ONLY £4.99* 

Supplied by Geotge Thomrson SeiYces, Dippen ftrudick, Arran, Scotland) 
iteKtef Changer Required tor A1000 - U.QQ EXTRA 


G£T THE PICTURE? - IT'LL BE SHARPER. AND CLEARER WITH A 
TRILOGIC AMIGA TO TV RGB LEAD AND COULD SAVE YOUttfs 


Wk haw toads to connect alJ XMrGAS to jour TV qr ®towr roomor frovratod if has an fiGS mpuf 
socAa?. AH leads give a mutfi cteaner prcf ur* fA4n The AMIGA MODUL/kWH, B arrmt ALL 

*096 ctxburj lo be duiptayad And inrticto ffw aodio toad fro #ue sf*w with sfpno fv'sj. 

ORDER AL I FOR TV's WITH Z\ FIN EURO (SCART) SOCKET. FITS PHILIPS 
FIDELITY. SONY. GRUNDlG, NORMFNFDF ETC ONLY £9W 

ORDER ALZ FOR FERGUSON TVs WITH 7 OR a PIN DIN SOCKET MODELS 
MC01 1 M005, ETC ONLY £999 

ORDER AL f FOR HITACHI & GRANADA TV's WITH 7 PIN DIN SOCKET 
MODELS CPT1444, ETC. ONLY £9 99 

OUR LEADS ARE GUARANTEED TO WORK WHERE OTHERS DON'T! 
leads Also Available f or atari strange please consult us ip in Doom. 


- ATTENTION 1901 MONITOR OWNERS. - 


Why not hire your 1901 monitor cooveried to vrark NWfh me A3«lOA OR ATAfll ST - tt« 
pftrlOrmance »s indistinguishable from the CBM 1064 monitor. Attar conversion your ISO] 
W|M ,3N 4 ^' col(iur5 & inputs Jto NOT affected so d remits ^rrpabde with 

^^“^ Co ™ eraicn f^tsontoy £Zf.95 including lead fa callert learned put while iflu 
waitl. Or £53.95 ncluding fMcrtttay coteclion $, deirrery by CDurtor. Please prfione to arrarwe 
an appointment or Mlleciicn. 


AMIGA HARDWARE 


*5t» WITH MOUSE 99 

A500 WITH MODULATOR £3W.M 

A5C0 + MODULATOR EL £160 SOFTWARE RACK £43$. W 

A500WTTH 3901 CONVERTED MONITOR fc&B 90 

3.5' EXT DRIVES + SWITCH CUMANA LOW POWER TYPE HS 99 

A5O0 RAM E KfWNSlON + CLOCK, 5 12K find ram chips! CJ4T W 

1901 COLOUR MONITOR CONVERTED FOR AMIGA NEW £219.99 

CITIZEN 130D PRINTER FOR AMIGA INCL LEAD £1*9.99 

10B4S STEREO COLOUR MONITOR FOR AMIGA E2?$ 99 

COMMOOORE PQ + MONO MONITOR EJ600Q 

Add £6 far ned day delivery iCredit card QUMn). 


OTHER INEXPENSIVE AMIGA LEADS 


t> 

2nd OR IVE SWITCHED LEAP Disables ertemal dm io~ PftFTT NO. PRICE 
permit Mgrt ims to load ADE 2 ONLY £12.99 

2nd DRIVE SWITCHER - Fib between drive owwiMtai' arid 

Amiga disk dnw part Can be used when power \% on ADE 3 ONLY EA.99 

MOUSE JOYSTICK SWFTCHER & PORT EXTENDER 

Extends Ihe port and h« hc>4Is tor mouse and jaystch with 

tush Bulion switch kx mouse or joystick selection OJA 1 ON Li £9 99 

AMIGA 64 EMULATOR LEADS - Connects iui ETC to 

your AM IQA There are several programs *-h,cft need thi* to»d AEl 1 ONLY £4.99 

MODULATOR EXTENSION LEADS MEL 1 ONLY £8.99 

AMIGA PRINTER LEAD - RamlW ^pe 1 M tong AMP | ONLT £699 

3.0M lorg AMP 3 ONLY £9.99 

PLEASE STATE WHICH AMIGA YOU HAVE WHEN ORDERING. 

> 

Ti iKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE AMIGA'S AMAZING SOUNDS BY CONNECTING IT TO >OUH 
HI-FI SYSTEM, OUR STEREO LEADS FIT MOST HI-FI, MIDISvSTEM$ ETC 

STEREO PHONO PUJfl <RCA jack) 3M LONG AH LI - ONLY £3 .99 

10 PHONO PLUG AS ABOVE BUT *M LONG AHL2 - ONLY £4.99 

> 

This neat slereoannplilier connects directly to your AMIGA * bpMt the audtooulpuC so 
that you am irtjpy IhS AJMKiA's amazing stern® sound ih complete privacy. 
MINIAMP L NOW WITH REMOTE VOLUME CONTROL ONLY £|4.99 

QUALITY STEREO HEADPHONES IF PURCHASE D WITH M INIAMP 1 . . ONLY £3.99 

> 

MINI AMP 2 oombines a mini stereo power amp with Iwd neat = 

SpMkar units whkJhdpnnect directly loyour AMIGA. -- 

I h*y are ideal for use with mono TVs; £ mcmitohl. 

I dimply plug in for instant stereo sound L™ I 

You'll tM amazed al She difierence 

MIN IAMP 2 WITH fti MOTE VOLU ME CONTROL i ALL LEADS ONLY E19 99 

t> 

3W DISKS QUALHY DS-DD BULK PACKED DISKS PER P9CH OF 10 ONLY £L2 » 

3l'2‘ DISKS QUALITY DS'DD BULK PACKE D DISKS PER PACK OP 25 ONLY £27.49 

3.12 ‘ DISK BOX FOR 40*0 OlSKS SMOKED L ID. LOCKA&l E DSB4 - ONLY 18.49 

31.5“ DISK BO* FOR BO DISKS. SMOKED LI R LOCKA0LE DSB5 - ONLY £10 49 

3L.2- DISK BOX FOR 100 DISKS SMOKED LID LOCKABLE DSB6 - ONLY £12 49 

OU ICKSHOT 2 JOYSTICK W»TH AlUTOFIRE QSJ1 - ONLY £7 99 

QU ICKSHOT 2 TURBO. MlCROSWITCHES t ALTOFlRE GREAT Q5J2 - ONLY tU-99 

PR050OT M ICPOSWITCH JOYSTICK - ONLY £12 99 

A5000US1D3VER. Ft AMFPROOf MATERIAL . ADC1 - ONLY £4 99 

M ANTISTATIC NON SLIP FOAM MOUSEFAD AFM1 - ONLY £4.99 

Plaas# add • 7$D part postage + packing lo orders u rxder E 15.00 

rnna 

. -ii ‘Mi i Dttr 1 6 :i Stotwr ^ . »cf-- : > • a t •> ; >• uPv- • 

UUkMhlHON«I.lltll* ’VVt'iT SfCjUH CHtQLFi m*fU ID IHLOQIC P TOSWCtfitt 
V Lf::-:JW vV. 1t3C i ' t (IW> CTBPC3F 3KR =','U:'V \ i, T F»,iftC-Q^r.1i*Jt 


NEW AMIGA HI-FI LEADS & AUDIO ACCESSORIES 


AMIGA MINIAMP 1 NOW COMPLETE VYlTh REMOTE VOLUME CONTROL 


SUNDRY ITEMS - BARGAIN PRICES 
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■INTERFACES 


Keys 

Function 

Keys 

Function 

CTRL-A 

Insert line 

CTRL-R 

Cursor to end of 

CTRL-B 

Delete line 


previous word 

CTRL-D 

Scroll the text down 

CTRL-T 

Cursor to end of next 

CTRL-E 

Move to top of bottom 


word 

CTRL-F 

Flip upper lower case 

CTRL-U 

Scroll text up 

CTRL-G 

Repeat last ESC commad 

CTRL-V 

Verify screen 

CTRL-II 

Delete left 

CTRL-Y 

Delete to end of line 

CTRL-I 

Tab cursor 

CTRL-| 

Same as ESC key 

CTRL-M 

Return 

CTRL-1 

Cursor to end or start of 

CTRL-0 

Delete word or space 

line 


ED commands 


sensation. The table above shows the 
commands. 

Extended or ESC commands form 
the backbone of the program's 
capabilities, however. There are a lot 
of them, so rather than quote them at 
you I II just refer you to the 
Amiga Dos or MetaComCo SHELL 
manual instead. ED is best for small 
docs or “read. me" messages to be 
TYPEd Of MQREd for the information 


of someone using your programs. 

So what about EDIT? Dne of the 
major differences between ED and 
EDIT is that the latter can handle 
source files containing binary, 
whereas ED can only deal with text. 
EDIT is, in fact, better suited to 
editing source Files for programming, 
like assembly language and C, (even 
Amiga Basic) rather than just simple 
batch files. 

To create a batch file, just type ED 


and the name you want for the file: 


ED muffin 

When you get into ED type: 

€cha I Hear And Doty 
say 1 hear and obey 

echo "h? Muffin flan Is At Tour Service 
•say if you yam Buffins you can bake ?n 
yourself baker 

Then tap the ESCape key, and a 
little star will turn up at the bottom of 
your screen. Press \ and the file will 
be saved and you'll exit ED, Now you 
could execute the Batch file called 
muffin, either by typing: 


EXECUTE luff in 

or by typing the word muffin into your 
s/startup-sequence file, 

# If you have any Amiga Dos queries, 
write to Phil South. CLI Queries . 
Amiga Computing, 78-84 Qngur 
Road, Brentwood, Essex , CM 15 5BG, 
No individual cones p on da nee can he 
entered into . 


EAZYPRINT 

THE SINGLE SOURCE FOR YOUR AMIGA NEEDS 

MAIL ORDER AND RETAIL SALES - Telephone: STAINES (0784) 66744 




EXTERNAL 3.5" DISK DRIVES 
- CUMANA, RF302C or AF880 - 

ONLY £89.99 inc VAT 

LIMITED STOCKS - CALL NQWf 


AMY OF OUR PRODUCTS MAY BE ORDERED WITH MASTER 
CARD OR ACCESS FOR SAME DAY DESPATCH 


STAR LC 10 COLOUR 
7 Colours 

£284.00 inc vat 


Amiga A500 £360.00 

1084 Stereo Monitor * £241.50 

EXP 51 2K Ram (Unpopulated) .... £60.00 

A501 51 2K Ram £132.25 

TV Modulator . .....£24.00 

Amiga A500 40Mb Hard Disc £584.00 

Amiga B2Q0Q ....E1210.QQ 

XT Bridgeboard £300.00 

20Mb Hard Disk £330.00 


THE EAZYPRINT 'FULL SYSTEM’ 

■ UK SPEC AMIGA A500 inc workbench, extras, basic, tutorial 

- Commodore 1084 Stereo colour monitor 

- External 1Mb 3 5" drive 

ONLY £685 Inc VAT 

- As above with LC1Q Colour printer ... .,£960 

- As above with A510 RAM,,,.,.. .. £810 

Other specifications available - please call 
(0784) 66744 


REMOVABLE HARD DISCS 

Single External Unit (All Amigas) £i 144 inc VAT 

Dual External Unit ,...£1949 inc VAT 

20Mb Cartridge £74 inc VAT 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND ARE BASED 
ON CASH SALES 

Courier Charge on orders under £500.00 
is £15.00 otherwise £10-00 


Please send Cheques/PO's to: 

EAZYPRINT (Dept. AMC), NORTHUMBERLAND HOUSE, DRAKE AVENUE, 
GRESHAM ROAD, STAINES, MIDDLESEX TW18 2AP 

Official Company/Govemment orders accepted Ail prices subject to change. 
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SUPER DEALS FROM 
DELTA COMPUTERS 


WORLDWIDE 


Amiga 51 2K inc 3.5" D/Drive Mouse £369.00 

Amiga 51 3K inc 3 5' 1 D/Drive Mouse + Modulator £389 00 

Amiga 51 2K inc 3.5" D/Drive Mouse + 

Philips 8633 Monitor ,£625.00 

Add Citizen 120D Printer £149 Or 
National Panasonic Printer £159 

Cumana CAX 354 iMeg ext D/Drive, £95.00 

CAS 1000S 5.25" O/Drive £142.00 

PRINTERS Inc lead 

Amstrad DMP31 60. .♦♦****.♦. , .,,.,£1 89.00 

Amsirad DMP3250 Dl £199 00 

Amstrad DMP4000 £310.00 

Amstrad LQ3SOO £31 0.00 

Amstrad LQS000 ....£399 00 

Citizen 1 20D £1 59.00 

Panasonic KX-P 1081 £169.00 

Star LC10 . £199.00 

Star LCIO Colour ...£259 00 


All prices include VAT 

Please add £2 50 for orders under £ 1 00, £5 carriage on orders over 
£100 Mail Order only at this address. 

Trade and Educational enquiries welcome. 

85 Union Street, 

Oldham Lancs. 

Tel: 061-626 3841 
Fax: 061-627 3578 



ESOE 



i Bridge Street 

GtiMhme 

TDl 1SW 
Tel: 08B6 5700* 
(2* hour*) 

AMIGA LEISURE 

Achen 
.Alterbumw 
Almn Syid’D'rw 

Aqjdvunlbrji 

Amy Moves 
An ol Chftia 
II 

Bai* Tala II 
Ehoflic Convnando 

B4H'V CfUBS 
ft** Tiger 

Bane!* 

Bomb Jack 
Djtfciu Bofcbta 

Be-r 

0jlC r Hjr H II 

G#n*S 

CapiJin Stood 
Cajtiw CofTlTdild 

Cimeneie 2QM 
gimene Ouw 
CorrtMl 5<*wl 


•SOFT W A R E 


*9 Sto-nev Street 
Hotting him 
NGt TLX 
T*l: 0602 4WT79 
Fix 0602 483102 


13 26 

15 46 
1*44 
1*45 
IMS 
it t 1 . 
1325 

16 44 
17*4 
17M 
17M 
1*35 

16 *5 

14 ?i 
T0 45 

14 35 

17 95 

15 *6 
IS 46 
1§9S 
21 95 
1545 


*1*0 4 LEISURE 

Hasla^n 
ha* Fim 
IkAri WumoT- 


Livb 6 LH [>* 


Lvgend s* Sword 

Mar^i 

Uxth ^HmiAsrx fcnuu Bor 
MnriaLti 

Mi«.u Tria- Magic Dragon 


Mur-willfi Miflpi 

Navtum B 
Nvfluhii 
Opw-alion Wd? 
Out Run 
Ovoflanear 


16 *4 
16 45 
16 45 
13 25 
16 95 
IS 46 

15 95 

16 45 

13 25 
16 45 
1325 

3 35 
1325 
6 54 
16 45 
16.45 

14 35 

16 4* 
1436 

17 95 
17 95 
16 45 


SLtrGM*i| 

StAigwte 

3t*ir^ 

Si m Cru> 

Bufrrnar ■Ckf-nf+ad 

TenglMMd 

Teehfid Cop 
fn* Champ 

th4 0**p 
■h*K-l¥l4l 

Tlte Munstera 
The Pjwn 
Tlv« SlWflW 
Ttmrrtwcali 
■fims jnO Mag* 

Tmeo 

Univ Mil L-irm 
gi»m»ie Golf 
Vefrmmlpf 
Vmjj. 

Whx1w.fl 

^aba'i 

WQffcj TsuMjeH 


1325 
MIS 
1325 
1435 
1643 
1795 
16 45 

1324 
16 4$ 

21 9$ 

15 4$ 

1325 1 
1325 
16*4 
14 35 

16 *S 


Fast dfliivary an all sloe* items by 1st Cl9Si Mpil in UK! Soeoel Ovprw*s servee by *ir 
Mail worUwide. Credit Card orders aocepled Dy Phone or Mail', 

Credit Card Order Tilephgne Linen Notlh, SiSlUnd. M Iretand, Overseas -08B6 STOW 
(24 hours). South. Midlands. Wales - 0602 *80779 (24 hours) 


AUIT-A LEISURE 

Cerrupien 
Ofilwn 5 
Ooublo Crijc-n 
Dung non Master 
Iborsiar 
Edieton 
EMrvnaisr 
tine 

Eirinr* Striknt Iwk 


Esftiw* 

raj* a* 

Fish 
F OF T 

Fl 6 Combat Pitot 
Fusion 
Gary LiWL*f Hei Sht4 . 
Green eunji 
Gryior 


Ifl 45 
Ifl 45 
16 45 
16 45 

16 45 

17 95 
14 35 

.16 45 
13 25 
Ifl 45 

13 25 
17 35 
21 95 
Ifl 45 
24 B5 

lies 

17 96 

14 35 
16 45 
Id 45 
13 25 
13 25 
Ifl 45 


AMIGA LEISURE 
P Buntatey* Fodltwll 
PIWiUM 41 

FUflufl 

ROW 
PVjrtwn 


Power RUy 
Reiwn T-®- AUame 
R*iwn T-a GernHtfl 
C^S-Hon Hoplune 


Round IVodiSW Days 

S«r fcnw 

Sitedcch HoJitbs 
$h»t 'em UP Urn Set 
4 i 4 OlT ftojri Placing 
5e*oe H»n*r 
Spewteii 


1326 
.1795 
1645 
21 96 
16 45 

1324 
ie*s 
13.25 
10 B-5 

.. 1325 
16 45 
17*4 
. 13 25 
21 25 
..13.25 
16.45 

1325 

16 44 
21 BS 
i?es 
16 45 
16-45 


ORAPlHKS 
De*ir4 An 1 Or 2 
D4A»* Pam II 
DatM* Prtril . 

D**vM PredWAW 
Dwuu VKteo i 2 
Digi Pajrri 


7H 
54 P5 
ib 95 
12+16 
54 96 
44 95 


JOYSTICKS 

Clt*41th l25-» 

169 » 
6« 

Clwulah Wuch 1* 

12 M 

Comp Pi“4 5000 

12 M 

Comp Pro Fi«i 

1496 

VmmEOTERIPWRAL* 

24 Pm EW WlWi Prml* 
“T'frH 1 'STW'J 

249 n 

A5W CuBf U>v*i 

;n 

MhihMH 

. *n 

d el^mgl 0*8* frh« 

95N 

C64 Eniito 

50 H 

D4rv[J*j ....... 

44 B5 


id ■ 3 5- 05/DD Disks 


Fleas« nuke cheques *™j postal o«4m ^*¥*6*6 Id WOflLOWlDE $OFTWAte. All p*CH include 
poskt-je and pacAmq In UK. Chrerseis please add £l .50 per disk lor Air Mail delivery 

a Credit card orders accepled by phene of mail. 

Galashiels. |0fi») S MW (24 tkdis) HothngUm i«02) 48377? |24 Hoursi 

Adv*f1i»d pn«4 S«* fflv Mjil $ Tellphont Order* \ — 



/mm i 

COMPUTING 


Mai I Order Offers 






At last an inexpensive and very easy-to-use spreadsheet that's simple enough for 
beginners, yet sophisticated enough for professionals. 

Dig i calc is both menu and command driven. It is fast, with all calculations being 
performed instantly, and the spreadsheet is constantly updated. 

The manual has been carefully designed to cater for all types of user, from the novice 
to the expert. It includes a tutorial with step-by-step instructions, a glossary of 
computer terms, a quick reference card, a full reference section and a comprehensive 
index. 

'7 really liked the package to begin with, and first impressions are important.,, Digita 
deserves full marks for the way in which the menus and command driven operations 
have been implemented,- ft's a no nonsense spreadsheet... I'd certainly recommend it 
for generaf purpose spreadsheet work"'. - Rex Last, Amiga Computing, December 1988. 


RRP 

£39.95 



OUR PRICE 

£29.95 


TO ORDER PLEASE USE 
THE FORM ON PAGE 97 


Reviewed in the December 
issue of Amiga Computing 



TYPICAL APPLICATIONS 


• Home budgeting 

• Investment project appraisal 

• Comparing rent/I ease/buy options 

• Processing results of experiments 

• Engineering calculation models 

• Education 


SMALL BUSINESS APPLICATIONS 


• Cash flows 

• Profit and loss statements 

• Balance sheets 

• Purchase orders 

• Invoices 

• Costings 

• Stock control 

• Sales/purchase/nominal ledgers 

• Payrolls 

• Price lists 
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Praise and problems 

DAVE Eriksson is doing an excellent 
job ensuring at least one role-play 
game is reviewed every month - well 
done! I hope he keeps this up — 
Bard's Tale II and Ultima IV are out 
now. The artwork for the adventure 
sections is great. 

The Silicon Underworld series is 
was very interesting and adds greatly 
1o the magazine, fust because 1 like 
games and can't program in 
Assembly (or C for that matter) 
doesn't mean I can't understand it 
and enjoy its revelations about my 
most prized possession. 

I would like to know whether it’s 
safe to pour oil over the rollers in my 
mouse to stop it squeaking. Can this 
damage the ball or circuitry? 

My A50Q power pack occasionally 
buzzes. Shifting the PSU-A50G lead 
will make it quiet. Is this a serious 
problem? Should I get another one? 

Brian Phillips, 
Ramham, Essex, 

Take your mouse apart carefully and 
only put the tiniest hit of oil on the 
bearings , // you get oil on the ball it 
won 7 go round properly , and if you 
block the vanes on the rollers you 
will lose an axis , You may find that 
fust taking the mouse apart, cleaning 
otit the fluff and rebuilding the mouse 
cures your problems, A buzzing PSU 
is not really serious, but get a dealer 
to ha ve a look at it. 


Kickstart memories 

1 HAVE discovered something that 
will delight owners of the old 
Kickstart VI, 1. Having just bought 
Interceptor I was shocked to find that 
it didn’t work on my Amiga 1000 
because of its primitive Kickstart. 

To my relief, I eventually managed 
to run it faultlessly by loading it via 
Workbench. 

I have not tried this as yet on any 
other such programs but, if just for 
playing Interceptor, I feel it is a 
worthwhile piece of knowledge for all 


of us primeval Amiga users. 

Paddy Hood, 
Henley-On-Thames, Ox on. 

You should look at getting your 
Kickstart upgraded. A good dealer 
should he able to supply you with 1.2 
and Commodore (0628 770088) will 
have stocks of the new 1.3 shortly. 


Stargiider slug 

WHY is the ST Stargiider n faster 
than the Amiga's? In the preview 
(issue 1) you said the blitter chip 
wouid make up for the slower clock 
frequency (or whatever). The blitter IS 
being used isn't it? 

Incidentally if both computers have 
fiannn processors why docs the ST f s 
processor run at flMHz and the 
Amiga’s at 7.14MHz? Any simple 
explanations? 

Omar Al Farooq, 
Ilford, Essex. 

The reason that ST StarGlider is a 
mite faster , and it isn't really a 
noticeable difference, is that the ST 
runs faster. The Amigas custom chips 
need the system to he that shade 
slower so that they can cope with 
their fobs. 

For the routines that StarGlider uses 
it is faster to draw shapes in software 
than by using the blitter, so the blitter 
is only used for clearing the screen. 

Give it some stick 

ARE all joysticks generally inter- 
changeable between micros, or is the 

Write to: The Editor , Amiga 
Computing, 78-34 Ongar Road , 
Brentwood, Essex t CM! 5 9BG , 

We 7/ send the writer of the best 
letter each month a program from 
our goodie drawer. 


choice more limited? Would the 
choice of be determined by the 
application or is there one all round 
type that would be suitable for use 
with all or most programs on the 
Amiga that require a joystick? 

1 understand that there are at least 
two operating principles for joysticks. 
Which gives the best results? 

Robert Macpherson, 
Tain, Ross-shire. 

Except for IBM users and a couple of 
other odd machines, joysticks all have 
a standard 9 pin connector. This 
means that the same joystick can be 
used on an Amstrad, Atari, C64 or 
Amiga. 

The main mechanical principals are 
leaf spring and microswitch Leaf 
springs are harder wearing and often 
used in arcade machines. 

Microswitches are more sensitive 
and better for home use. It is a matter 
of taste which joystick you like to use, 

A quick survey of games players in 
the Amiga Computing office came to 
the conclusion that the Ram Delta is 
the best desk mounted stick, while a 
Konix Spcedking and Konix 
Navigator are the best hand held 
joysticks around. 


Black mark 

THIS letter is to enlighten all those 
unlucky people (like me) who got a 
mono LtMO before the colour version 
came out. But just think - they have 
to pay a fortune for their printer 
ribbons. Unfortunately, we too have 
to pay out for ribbons, and at six quid 
a time it isn't cheap. Luckily I have 
devised a way of re-inking them by 
using stamp pad ink. This might also 
work for other printers but don't 
blame me if it does not. 

Arthur Wyatt, 
Meppershall, Beds, 

Oh no you don't The ink used on 
ribbons is specially formulated , 

Stamp pad ink will work to start with. 
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but it may a bo gum up the pins and 
burn nut the print head. 

Some companies re ink ribbons and 
do a good job of it providing you 
have not worn the ribbon ’s fabric. We 
would recommend you contact 
Ahddink (08907} 50965 ', 


Perfect points 

WHAT a horrible letter from P. 

Kenton (September edition). Now it 
may well be that he is one of the 
fortunate few who never miss 
anything w r hen reading instruction 
manuals, and in that I envy him, but 
to hit out at people who do miss 
something in such an arrogant 
manner is just not on. 

1 hope the editorial team will agree 
with me when I say that this excellent 
magazine is meant to interest and 
encourage all users of the Amiga, and 
not just those like P. Kenton, who is, 
of course, perfect. 

A.T.S. Henderson, 
Walton, Norfolk. 


Growing Amiga 

THE technical specification for the 
A500 stales that it is expandable 
internally to 1Mb and externally to 
9Mb. It also states that a hard disc 
can be added through the same 
expansion port. Can all of these 
options be used together? 

1 can sec the possibility that I may 
wish to expand the memory beyond 
1Mb at some point, but as this and a 
hard disc are the only expansions I 
envisage, t am reluctant to pay the 
extra for the 2000 model. Are the 
expansions 1 have mentioned practical 
on the A50Q7 

One of the main uses t intend for 
the machine is word processing. 
Would you still recommend 
WordPerfect as the best package? 

In the September issue you 
mentioned an A590 machine, in the 
review of sub-system. What will be 
different about this machine and is it 
worth me putting off buying an A509 
for? 

fames T, Galhercule, 
Grays* Essex. 

The A590 is an expansion box to he 
added to an A 500. Commodore UK 
has not even seen a prototype. It is 
nut imminent. You can expand the 
A 500 beyond I Mb by using the Spirit 
inboard. Ram prices mean that 
expansion boards sell very slowly and 
so they arc hard to get hold of. You 



could look at this and a Supra hard 
disc, which is probably the neatest 
solution for an A500 owner, or the 
subsystem mentioned in the 
September issue. But you really 
should take a second look at the 
A2000. 

it allows you to use Commodore's 
A 2090 disc controller t which is 
probably the best around * and offers 
direct memory access which is very 
Fast. You can also add memory much 
more easily , Asa full system of an 
A 2000 with 3Mb ram and a bard disc 
the bigger Amiga does not work out 
any more expensive than an A 500 
similarly expanded. 

WordPerfect has a fine pedigree, 
but Pretext looks to be a good 
alternative. It is ueiv and needs some 
debugging but / use it in preference 
to WordPerfect. And it is half the 
price. 


New monitor 

1 was about to buy an Amiga 500 and 
1084 monitor when I read a brief 
mention in your Amiga Scene of a 
new monitor, the A2024, I am now 
wondering if it would be worthwhile 
my waiting for it to come out. 

Could you give me some idea of 
how superior it is to the 1084, and is 
there any (even very rough) indication 
of its likely price? 

P. Bemietl* 
St Albans, Herts, 

The A2Q24 is a black and white hi- 
resolution monitor. It is ideal for 
desktop publishing and word 
processing, but is best used in 
addition to a 1064. Amiga 
Computing's guess at the price would 
be over £1,000 - although this is 
purely a guess based on it having a 
lot of complicated circuitry and 
expensive ram in the design. 

Beebulator 

THE review of the RRC emulator on 
page 8 of the October issue of Amiga 
Computing states that the product 
would emulate the whole of the BBC 
Micro and its operating system. Could 
I run my own programs that are on 
5.25in DFS discs if I had a 5,25in 


drive coupled up to an Amiga? 

I have quite a lot of records and 
data on disc and if I cannot access 
this information l would have the task 
of printing out the data and programs, 
This also brings me to the point thal 
if the emulator was installed, could T 
load a rom image, of say* my word 
processor so as to get to my letters? 

G. Roadman, 
Red ditch* Worcs, 

The BBC emulator is designed to run 
Basic programs. It will emulate 
machine code, but will he fairly slow. 
To gut a program from a BBC Micro 
to an Amiga it is easier to wire the 
Beeh to the Amiga and use a 
*CONNECT command in 
Commodore's emulator. Legal 
programs will run . You don t say 
which word processor you have. 
Assuming it is Word wise, you should 
contact Computer Concepts about the 
disc version for the Archimedes It 
has not been tested but will probably 
work . 


Shop or post 

I HAVE seen ASUUs advertised in 
your mail order adverts for £50 
cheaper than the normal price. What 
is the snag? Would you recommend 
purchasing from a local store even 
though they are more expensive? 

R, Reeves, 
Nurlhampton. 

If you can find a good local shop — 
and that’s a big if, some local shops 
are dreadful - then it is worth paying 
the extra for the help and advice you 
will get when you wwtf to buy 
peripherals. If not. boy by post and 
save the dosh . 


Logoff 

I HAVE a Voyager 7 modem from 
Modem House which I purchased 
from Boots to use originally with my 
Spectrum 128. 

I have since sold this machine and 
bought an Amiga A5UU, I still have 
the modem and would like to use it 
with my Amiga. But I have lost the 
instructions for it and do not have an 
appropriate lead to connect it to the 
computer anyway. 

Is there anybody out there with one 
of these modems and is it possible to 
connect it to an Amiga? Also has 
anybody a spare copy of the 
instructions for this machine? I would 
be very thankful. 

A. O'Neil, 
Can ley. Coventry. 
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; 16-BIT SOFTWARE OF ROCHDALE - 

; AMIGA BOOKS AND UTILITIES SPECIALIST 
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Motcrda 60000 Programmer* fl«l«r*nc* Manual [Molorolal 
Am.j* for Beginners (Abacus - NEW Rev EdaiCrn; . 

Amiga Macli,*.* Language (Abacus 1 . 

Kc* slan Gu ide to the Am^j (Ariadne | 

Kids and me Amg* [Gontpul* 1 J 

Elementary Amiga BASIC (Capful* 1 ) (Dj .. 

Amiga Programmer* Guide (Conypui* 1 ) 

Amiga DOS - ln»nJe A Oul (Acecui - HEW') 

Am,ge DOS flel erence Guide |Compwl*i | 

Inside Amiga Graph** (Ctwnpul*!) (0) 

Amiga Trt** and T^is (AbtOfBHD^ . . 

Am<ga Applcat^n* (Compute 1 ) (D) 

F.rsi Book of ihe Am ga |Compute !) (0) . . . . 

Amiga BASfC - ln*<1» 4 Ow1(Afajcv*K0) t . 

Advanced Amiga BASIC (Compute*) (D) ! . ' C 1 6 95 

Amiga Machine Language Programming Guide (Compote !) (0 1 Cl 7 95 

Am,ga User's Guide to Graphics, Sound. Telecom (Banlemi .......... ZW.9S 

Becoming an Amiga Arlrs! (SdOtl Fo-nsm an) Cl 7 95 

Using Qeluie Paint II (Compute 1 ) £17 95 

Learning C - Prog Graphics on Amga 4 Atar- ST (Compulei | (D) £17^95 

The Amiga Microsoft BASIC Programmer's Guide (Microsoft) £•’9 95 

Inside I he Amiga *r|h c (Sams) f99b 

Amiga Hard**.* Rstaronc* Manual (Addiscn-W**l*y) .... tit 95 

Amiga Iniudon Reference Manual (AddiSdn-Wesley) £22 95 

Amiga ROM Kernel Reference Manual E*ec (Adcfi5on.W»siey‘ CJ? as 

Amiga tX>S Manual (Banian*) ... C 22 9S 

Programming the SB000 |Syb«i) . CM 3b 

Amiga Ci*K Drnras - lns<le 4 Out iAJmcuS- I^EW' i . . """ ' ' C24 9S 

Programmers Guide to the Amije (Syb*U .. £24 95 

Amiga Programmers Handbook (Sybax) S2A9S 

Amga Programmer* Handbook. Vol 2 |$ybax) . £24 95 

Arruga Sya1*m Program nner* Guide (Abacus - NEW'f ... . ' £29 95 

Amiga ROM Kernel Re' Manual L>o* 4 levees (Addison-Wesley.! £32.95 

Book PT oflftmi On Dl*k - Available for all iitU* mei-beri ins £9 95 

AMHOWCING i^gu software s public domain software club 
SEND JUST Cl 50 FOB Odfl SPECIAL INTPO DISK 4 PRINTED CATALOGUE 
AMO BE AMA Z ED AT THE U LTRA-LOW PRICES ON ALL AMIGA SOFTWARE! 

SPECIAL OFFER? CUMANA 1 ME G EXTERNAL DRIVE NOW QNLV yft7 

FREE AMIGA CATALOGUE QifT NOW! CALL OCR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 
Confjin j detailed deacr^fujnr 0/ Books. TEL : 0706 43519 

Parrpht/SSs 4 Uhl/ tvaj . ar Low, Low 

Pricest SEND AN S.A.E P\ 1 NOW TAKEN mm H 

All Offers a r e sub]*# te availab rty and may change at any time E SO E 
All Price* ’delude PSP in UK. Ol Hwrw.se add 20% Air Mai) Abroad 
Send Ch&que-P O , 'Maslflrcard. , Acce« or Visa delaiis to 

IS 0IT SOFTWARE, Dept ACl, 24 Barkfield Lane f Norton, 
Rochdafo, Lancashire 0L11 5RJ 
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The U.K. Amiga 
User Group 

Are you new to the Amiga, finding it difficult 
to harness the power of this amazing com- 
puter?, Then what you need is help from the largest 
group of Amiga enthusiasts in the world outside of the 
United States. 

Members receive: 

• Excellent discounts on software 

• Technical support and on line help 

• Superb hardware reductions 

• A bi-monthly newsletter of over 60 pages! 

• Access to a PD library of over 250 disks 

• AUse of an Amiga only bulletin board 

DON'T HESITATE - JOIN NOW and Start to 
appreciate what Amiga computing is alt about . . . 

For further details write, enclosing a stamped 
addressed envelope to: 

The U.K* Amiga User Group 
66 London Road 
Leicester LE2 OQD 

Or Telephone: 

Leicester |0S33) 550993 



A powerful menu-driven mailing 
program using a unique system ter 
on-screen scrolling of labels, This- 
■raw? G ( what you see r* what you 
get) intern means that any label 
i temnat you define on screen win be 
r idenbcal when printed. 1 

As wed as powerful sorting ar*d 
searching (search for anything, any- 
where i), Special Routines include: 
detection of duplicate labels, sgr- , 
name sorting and many, many more 
For business users, MAILSHOT PLUS 
is abo available 

Sr £24*95 

Please debit my ACCESS/VISA CARD "1 

No 

Expiry Date 

Signature 

Post to DIGITA INTERNATIONAL LTD 
KELSEY HOUSE, BARNS ROAD 
BU0LEIGH SALTEftTON DEVON EX9 6HJ 


ideal ter both home users and smew businesses. 
Si*5port$ Workbench and multitasking ample to use, 
this complete home accounting package will cater for 
up to 10 income accounts <e,g,. bank, credit card HP) 
and 60 categories of household expenditure fe.g., 
mortgage, rates, food, etc.) with optional budgeting. 
The program will automatically handle 100 Standing 
Orders-, etc v and altew you to produce your own 
statements to check bank aocountfsj/clwges, credit 
cards, etc. . . Process up to 300 transactions per 
account per year. Comprehensive reporting facilities 
include: detailed statements, budget forecasts* pie 
and bar charts, etc. 


I You 'll Kurwier how ** j. j. n 

| ar £29.95 


VplEASE RUSH ME By RETURN (enter qufrWty) 


i KKt 

1 - DGCALC £39,95 

| _ HOME ACCOUNTS £&9J?5 

( MAILSHOT £24,95 

■ MAILSHOT PLUS £49.95 


Blease send FREE Brochure 


| A ddress 


DIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 

TOPQUAUTyPROGRAMS AT MAGICAL PRICES 

AH software written in the UK. Prices include VAT & PSP (add £2.00 for export) 


At last, an inexpensive and genuinely 
easy to use Spreadsheet program. 
Command and menu driven, 51 % 
rows, 52 column^, prcgrarrwnable 
fuincttoo keys, text overflow and 
much, much more. Simple enough 
ter the begmner, powerful and fast 
enough ter the professional. 


A attend 

best bur 


£39.95 


SEND FOR 

FREE 

BROCHURE PACK 


ORDER NOW - 24 HR 
CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 

, 0395 45059 







Your Amiga 
Computing is the 
ideal source of 
reference for 
every Amiga 
computer user. 
Keep your 
magazines tidy 
and in tip-top 
condition by using 
our top quality 
birder, holding 12 
issues. Each is 
embossed in silver 
and features the 
distinctive Amiga 
Computing logo. 




Keep your Amiga 500 keyboard free from dust 
and grime with an Amiga Computing dustcover, 
made from clear pliable vinyl, bound by strong 
blue cotton and sporting the Amiga Computing 
logo. 




Mi THESE 


amiga 


COMPUTING 


ARTCART 


BINDER 


■ ftHP 


This stylish, credit card sized, 
solar powered calculator has all 
the functions you'll need for 
most calculations, including a 
memory feature, a percent 
function and a handy mark-up 
facility. 

Sporting the Amiga Computing 
logo, the limited edition Artecarte 
is only available when you 
subscribe. And don't forget, 
because it's solar powered you 
won't need to buy any batteries! 
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For each item add £2 for Europe and Eire or 
£5 for Overseas, unless otherwise indicated 


Take out a yearly subscription 
for just £26 and we'll send you 
an Amiga Computing binder 
(worth £5.95) to keep your 
issues in - absolutely FREE! 

But that' s just for starters, you'll 
also get a limited edition Amiga 
Computing solar powered calculator 
(worth £ 7.951 an Amiga 500 dust 
cover f worth £4.95), and a giant 
mouse mat (worth ££95). 

That lot adds up to a tidy saving of 
£25.80. So after paying for your 
subscription you'll actually be in 
pocket! 

But remember, because the 
Artcarte is a limited edition, this 
specie/ offer will only be available 
for a short time. Take out your 
subscription today < 


GIANT 
MOUSE MAT 


Your mouse won't frighten our jumbo size top 
quality Amiga Computing mouse mat! With its 
specially-designed perfect-grip surface, it provides 
the ideal" desktop environment for your rodent... 

* Offers much smoother movement! 

* Gives super positive controff 

* Protects tabletops' 

* Extra large! (277 x 240 x 9mm) 


Payment: please indicate method (/) 


TOTAL 


1 ChequeCtinocheque payable 
I— ' to Amiga CorTputlng 

Name_ 


_ Signed _ 


Addreaa_ 


Post Code . 


» of queriea- 


Daytime telephone number 

Send to; Amiga Computing, FREEPOST, 
MacclufiakJ, Cheahlrs SJC10 4YB 

<No*lajrp needed If pocutf In UK) 

Onto mt *ny tlm* of tti* dmy or night 


Far Orotam. 

Orders by Preatei: 

^tKfOLinkJTeiocom GokS 

draerattM 

*n *1*56*383 

73 :IIAGogi 
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Annual Subscription 

Induct at FREE Artocartv, Dual cover, 
Binder and ilouae Mat (UK only) 


UK £25 
Evmp* i Eta Q* 
Overseas Airmail £4* 


490 i 
fiSOP 


Commence w*h_ 


Back Issue bundles 

■J Line- Aug yw iftSS 
SepterTtwtowrtoer i 
AiM E1 r 50 p*f bundle E urope & Eire / Efl 


was 9 $ 3 S 
E4-B5 9B33 


Back Issue 

December iflfta only 
A<W sop Europe A Eire t £2 Overseas 


Dlglcalc 

(seepafr&l 


Pioneer Plague 

(*** page 6 } 

Lombard Rally 

lamp aga.Sj 


Lancelot 


dJSSa 


Time and Maglk 

£19.85 9630 f | 


Dust Cover /MW***, 

Amiga 500 Keyboard 
Add £1 tor Europe and Eire / £2 Overseas 


Mouse Mat /see appmite} 

AddfltorEurop* and Eii*m Overseas 2686 9508 I I 


Binder 

Add £3 for Europe and Elrt t £7 Overseas 55,86 9509 L — ■ 


• . . when you 
subscribe to 


ST & AMIGA OWNERS 


» Nave you ever bought software only to find if s r»l what you expected? 


CENSORED’! 


* Would you like lo buy software , hardware, peripherals & consumables at prices 
only available to dealers? 

• Are you thinking of buying an ST or Amiga? 

We can supply members m'ifi; 

Amiga's (mcl, Modulator} £341 .50 
520 STFM's Super Pack £341 .50 
Xerox 4020 colour ink jet printer horn £1000.00 
Blank Disc's DSDD Unbranded (Memorex) 25 for £25.00 
All prices are My inclusive. Nothing to add. 

Save up to 35% on ail software, not Just games 
We supply a lull product range from A to Z 

H you answered yes to any of the above questions then send an s.a.e. to 

ST ft AMIGA CLUB 

(Dept AC), PO Bex 3, Open shew, Manchester Mil 4 FT 

For M delays and application form (Lf.K. and Q.F.P , O. onty} 

Doniorrot wtth onyodm club unliM jwV* th*ds*d it* out first 


MICROWARE COMPUTER SERVICES 

For ALL your Amig* requirements from one source 


Amiga 500 with TV Modulator, Free sohwars p*e*, Photon P*ml ........ CMS 

Amiga 54M wUh NEW AT 0fl4 Stereo Colour Monitor. Free sattwar* pack, photon Paml . E5B9 
Amiga 500 wfh A1Q04S Mon . Cumana 3 5’ Drive. F r ee aottwara pack. Photon Painl £664 
All Amiga's come wflh: Mouse, Workbench. Basic, Utilities, Tutorial, 2 Manuals 
Atxmfator Board AfiOO w.rfh 14.34MHz 66000 CPU A 66661 socket £175 


Cemana 5.25' Oise £139 

Cumana CAK354 3 5' Drive cmtaH £45 

A501 51 2K flam pack with clock £124 

A 1 QMS Star*? Colour Monitor . .£274 

NEC P2200 24 Pin Ptinlar £344 

Slar LCl PC CetoUf Pr.oler £274 

02*n 1 200 Pf mot « Cabto E 1 54 

□tgiview 3 wnh adapter lor ASM £145 


Baxall V«deo Camara , ....£194 

C. Gate 40Mb. 40ms Hard Disk £540 

TV Tuner turns Monitor io TV £64 

Miracle WS4000 Modem AD.'AL £169 

Epson LG5QC £4 Pin Prinlar £374 

Star LG24-10P 24 Pin £369 

Futuraound Digitizer £149 

Genlock merges GraphcsMdea .,.....£269 


Full rang* ol gum-** avalMbto el 25% ort ftBP W* e*n eupoly *roiind 45% of eli Amiga 
product*. Phone or *er>d SAE for catalogue ol product! and dalaU* Of ep«cl4l Offers 
etc. 


P.O. Box 2, Skegness, Lines. PE25 2QL 
Telephone (0754J 610217 
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Eidersoft, Triangle, Computer Factory 



THE GAMES 
SHOPPE ^ 


By the time that you read this magazine Power Computing and 
Eidersoft Software will have joined to form a larger, stronger 
company, better equipped lo serve the needs of our customers.. 
The new Power Computing will operate from more central 
headquarters in Bedford with new offices, warehouse and retail 
computer shop. 

This change also means a massive increase in new and exciting 
products as well as a change in the way that Eidersoft Software 
and Triangle Peripherals are distributed to you our customers. 
More direct distribution will mean much, much lower retail 
prices of the same high quality product You won't find our 
products '‘cheap* in the small ads any more but you will find us in 
WH Smith „ better computer shops and direct in this magazine. 
Wherever you buy you can be assured of the same competitive 
retail pricing and total commitment to quality and no quibble 
service 

Don t accept second best look out for our ne w trading styles and 
super products in this magazine and at your computer shop. 


x 

POWER 

COMPUTING 


EIDERSOFT 


T R lANGLfi 


44 a&b Stanley Street, Bedford, MK41 7RW 
0234 273000 


MAIL ORDER DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 


GemewStralegy 

Fernandez Mus .1 Die 

,, £1695 

G*im#*i‘Slrat*igy 
Superman 

£16.95 

Capo ft* 

... £16,95 

PlalcMfi . .. 

£16 gs 

Ikar Warriors 

.... £16.95 

Action Serve* 

£13 95 

Sub Batlla Emulator 

.. ,£16 95 

Three Stooges 

£20.95 

Gunship. ■ 

£16 95 

Joan or Arc 

£17 95 

Crash Garrett 

1 Lutfricus 

. £16 .95 
....£13.95 

Ftockat Rangec 

Gartiakl 

£20 95 

£13 45 

Spitting Image 

.£1395 

Stir Crftly 

£13 95 

Beyond the k» Palace .......... 

,,,,£16 95 

Jet 

£27 95 

ChwWjy Grutl* 

Ptoneer Plague 

Star Goose 

... £13.95 
....£16.95 
.. .£13.95 

Flighl Simulator II 

C*M*fni# Games . . 

Carrier Command 

£27 95 

£16.95 

flfi 45 

StreatfigMer 

Circus Garnet 

Live 6 Lai Die 

£13 95 
....£16.95 
....£16 95 

F/A 1 fl Interceptor 

Advanlurei 

Fish 

£16 95 

£16 95 

Star Hay 

Triad 

£16 95 

....£20.95 

Ingres Back 

CT39S 

Cl 3 95 

Driller 

.. .£16.95 

Mortwille Manor 

El g 95 

Speedball 

. ..£16.95 

Polio* OueSl 1 + 2 

each £16 95 

Fac Mama 

Federation of Free Traders 

Motor M*t$acr* 

Techno Cop 

Butcher Hilt — 

U* 1 nmata Golf 

£1395 
£20 95 
.. £13.95 
..£13.95 
£1395 
£13 95 

l*g*nd cH the Sw 0 *d 

Umnvrted 

Shadowgata 

ADAD - Pool o* RaOianoa 

Beyond Zcirk 

Dungeon Masler 

£16 95 

£2095 

£16.95 
. .. . £16.95 

£16.95 

£16 95 

Highway Hawks 

Ah*n Syr'torom* 

£13 95 
.. £13.95 

Jinxlar 

Tima-s of Law 

£1695 

£1695 

*P Ail orders over £20 received before ?5ih December entered in prize draw + 


Send SAE tor full price list, stating machine 
Prices include postage & packing and VAT 
Same day posting ol goods m stock, 
but please allow seven days 
Please make all cheques/POs payable to: 

THE GAMES SHOPPE 

4 Maggots Nook RcL, Rainford, St Helens WA11 8PL 
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WHY SILICA SHOP? PHOT 


0t*L3!e dMiete wIWi to buy your n«. Amiga cwnpulnr, 

w? 5,iKjges1 you consoler vory ejrflMly WH|RJ you buy i. There are 
MANY compands Wtto car Crtfipr you n computer. » tew pwriprtefib and 
Ihe lop ie* Sfiiir.fl lilies Tlwr* ar« P£wl-R cnnviMiiM who cam titfer a 
rzrvy, Qi products, ter ym^r cbmpuler ax wtel ax expert advice ard 
n^lp whrwi ynu need it There is ONLY ONE catnpVtf wbQ EMI ptoytos 
Jhm iargnsl range oJ Amiga related piaduCIS in Hite UK. a lu«< imue Amiga 
speciaAsi teci-hicel hwlfHiite and le-depto flitor sotos suppou. including 
Irse itewatoiie*i aiMJ forae4iur« deli-cerad d? your dwjr tor as. long ax yew 
require alter yCkl pi^rchBM your corruH-ilw That pne company is S.litte 
Shop Wfl haua hnsir exla^nlisned in the IwrTte computer had ICu ten jean 
and can now claim to mfcei our cunoffe's requiremenia wKIh ah accuracy 
and understanding which la secorxl to none Here are iusf sw of me 
ihings we can oHe. you 

THE FULL STOCK RANGE; The largsil range ol Amiga 
rr*Al«ri penpheiais, Aafteasories. books and software in the UK 

AFTER SALES SUPPORT: Th C snail at Silica Shop are 
dedicator to help you <0 frfi-1 the best from your Amiga. 

FREE NEWSLETTERS Mailed; direct to your home as 
soar as we print them, featuring oilers and Idlest releases 

FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY; On all hard** re orders 
Shipped To Silica Shop customers within the UK mainland 

PRICE MATCH PROMISE: We will normally match Pur 
competitors offers on a same product same pncB 1 basis. 

FREE TECHNICAL HELPLINE Full lime team of Amiga 
lechmcal experts tP help you Wilh ytx«r technical queries. 

Bui don't |uSl lake our word lor il Complete and return Ihe 
coupon below for our latest Arnica literature and Begm to 
experience the SilhCB Shop specialist Amiga sennea. 


A500 Computer £399*99 

TV Modulator £24.99 

Photon Paint £69.95 

TenStar Pack £229.50 

TOTAL RRP: £724.43 
LESS DISCOUNT: £325.43 

PACK PRICE sit £398 


I 084 S MONITOR PACK 


A 500 Computer 
1084S Colour Monitor 
Photon Paint 
TenStar Pack 

TOTAL RRP: 
LESS DISCOUNT: 

PACK PRICE 


£399.99 

£299.99 

£69.95 

£229.50 


£999.43 

£350.43 

£649 


FREE FROM SILICA 


WfoM you Buy the Amiga 5<*> frpm, S.1I153 Shop, you Will nut paly 
gel a h gh power, value lar money computer, we will else give 
you same spectacular tree gilts First of all. we are now including 
a TV modulator with every ASM stand alone keyboard, so you 
tan p ug your Amiga straight into youi TV ai home fthe 
modulator is net -ncluded with Ihe AHQ+ ATOMS pack as il is not 
required lor use with monitors) Secondly, we have added a free 
copy of Photon Painl, an advanced graphics package with an 
RRP of C6# Lasl land try no means east 1 ! so Thai you can be 
up and running straight away, we ere giving away the sensational 
TENSTAR GAMES PACK w*th every A&00 purchased at Silica 
Shop This peck features ien top Amiga hues which have a 
combined RRP oF nearly CJ30* Return Ihe Coupon ipf details 




When you buy your Amiga 50ft 
from Silica Shop, we want to 
make sura you gst Ihe besl 
dfl3>l pOotyfcte Tnal 11 why wit 
are giving away the TENSTAR 
GAMES PACK worm nearly 
L? 30 absolutely FREE Willi 
every A 500 purchased from 10 
The TmSter Gama Rack inc- 
ludes ten lilies lor the AK0 
each individually packageo in 
At own casing with inuruelions 


Amegas 
An Of Chess 
Barbarian. Ult Warrior 
Buggy Boy 
Iksni Warriors 
Insanity Fight 
Mercenary Comp 
T erro rpods 
Thundercats 
Wirbsil 


TOTAL RRP: £229.50,, 


^^Ihca Shop Ltd, Dcpl AVCOMO'/ea, 1-4 The Mews. Halherkey Road. Sideup, Kent. DAI 4 4 

PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE ON THE AMIGA 


YOU OWN AN AMIGA? 


If yaL already Cwn in Amiga CQmpuie* and would lu»« 10 D® ragnterito <wi cur making lixt ax an 
Amiga user. «D uS *now We will ue pleased Id send you cujn«. r?f Hjur [pnofl Saix and rcwxkrtleii 
FREE O' Ch-AFIQE era Ihey become *.'jiUblc Complete Ihn cuiipun and return it I* Out SuKup 
brarmh and beg n esperiencuig a ipccinlirt Amiga service lhat it second Id iXtofi 


SILICA SHOP: 


SIDCUP (i Sc IVIa.il Order) 


01-30» till 


1-4 The Mews, Hattie ft&y Rv&tE. Si&Cup. Kent £Mf4 4DX 
OPEN: MON-SAT 9am - b.JDfSm j,AT$ NtQHT: FRIDAY 9am - 7pn 


LONDON 01-580 4000 

52 Tottenham Court Road, LOOdOn r WiP ORA 
OPEN: MON 930is>r> 6 .3Cfc»> LA TE AffCiHr. NOfJf 


LONDON Ol-a&O 1234 ext 3914 

Svlfr* dqvx t lti Hoot), Oxford Street London, WfA 1A8 
. OPEN: M QN- SAT 9am - iff. OOpm LATE NKiHT: THURSDAY film - ftlMn A 


U4 iD*\ 

IIGA I 


Mr/Mrs/Ms. 


I Do ydu al 
^_1< SO. whH 


Postcode; 


Da you alrEady own a computar 
TO r wh»ch one do> yoti own'’ 


FREE! - MERCENARY COMP by Novapen 




.95 

£399 


FREE UK 
DELIVERY 


£346 

The Amiga 500 is one of a new breed of techirologically 
advanced compulers, which are now emerging as the new 
standard lor home com puling, based around Ihe new Motorola 
63000 chip The A500 has 512K HAM end a 1Mbyte double 
sided disk drive buiH-in, it can be connecled directly to a wide 
range ol monitors, or to a domestic TV set through a TV 
modulator Designed with me user in mind, the A5Q0 features a 
user frtendiy WIMP environment, and comes supplied with a free 
mouse. And, when you buy your Amiga Irom Silica Shop, the 
UK's Nol Amiga specialists, you will experience an alter sales 
service that is second to none, including a technical support 
helpline and Iren newsletters and price lists. Return the coupon 
below lor our current information pack, which wilt give details ol 
Ihe Silica service and Ihe very latest Silica Amiga offers. esoe. 


Commodore 


c- 


FREE 














IVIANIAX 

Msniax relentlessly pursued by 
the creature undertakes to clear 
the thick fog engulfing the world 
capitals. An addictive game 
requiring quick thinking and 
action. 

AMIGA-ST-IBM £19.95 
CBM64-PLUS 4 17.95 (0) £9.95 


EMERALD MINE 

A giant arcade adventure which has 
received rave reviews. Each level 
has its own unique solution and 
requires ingenuity and dexterity 10 
complete. One player or two players 
TEAM action for added enjoyment, 
AMIGA £14.95 

CBM64'PLJUS 4 £7.95 (D) £9.95 




RQB8EA.RY 

Seine, an agile and clever bear has 
targeted a famous 24 floors store tor 
ha last and most daring ROBBERY. 
With no alarms or visible guards and 
fabulous ire awes, yet it has been 
avoided like the plague by the 
criminal fraternity. Bertie soon 
discovers why? 

AMIGA £19.95 


HIGHWAY HAWKS 

Grand Prix dnrwng skills is essential 
to negotiate the crowded highway at 
speed. Obliterate the assassins cars 
and ihe ones that get in your way 
but keep the tiger in your lank ted, 
the engine cool and the tyros and 
steering intact Acquisition o! faster 
cans and lethal weaponary depends 
on yo<ur driving and trading skills 
AMIGA £19,95 (2 DISCS} 


STRIP POKER II PLUS 

A sizzling evening with 
Sam & Donna 

AMIGA ST IBM ARCH. £14.95 
S P- A M S-MSX- BBC- EL ECT RQ N 
CBM 64- PLUS 4 £7.95 


QUANTOX 

Progress through 24 levels of this 
fast and furious action. Lightning 
responses are secondary to the 
strategic choices between better 
weaponry or better defence. 
AMIGA £14.95 


FACE OFF 

Experience the sheer pace end 
exhilaration of ICE HOCKEY. Be 
prepared for the body checks., 
fouls and rough play, League 
competition, 1 or 2 player option. 
AMIGA-ST-IBM £14.95 


FACE OFF 




STRIP POKER I! PLUS DATA DISCS 

Requires Strip Poker II Plus disc 
to load 

Disc 1 Beverly & Dawn 
Disc 2 Lee Si Roy 
Disc 3 Suzanne S Bianca 
Disc 4 Rachel & Kim 

AMIGA-ST £9.95 


MICRO TEXT MICRO BASE 

Ideal for home and business use. Menu driven to enable a novice to use 1 

powerful capabilities with minimal reference to the tutorial manual. i 

Micro base - a powerful data base with fast SEARCH and SORT facilities 

includes a very flexible label printer. Sorted files can be used by the Micro Text • 

word Processor to send personalised letters. A boon to any Club Secretary. 

AMIGA £19.95 EACH BEVERLEY 

^ ANCO SOFTWARE LTD, UNIT 9-10 BURNHAM TRADING ESTATE 
^OFF LAWSON ROAD, DARTFGRD, KENT DAI 5BH TEL: 0322 92513 
T'MAIL ORDER HOTLINE; 0322 522631 FAX NO: 0322 93422 
if PAYMENT BY CHEQUE, R0„ VISA OR ACCESS 











